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REPORT

Re: The Government and the Public Security Police of City of Vinh Long Interfering into the Internal
Affairs of Cao Dai Religion

To: - Ms. FARIDA SHAHEED, Special Rapporteur on Cultural Rights, UN Human Rights Council
- US Administration and Congress

We: Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, Acting Chief of Religious District of Chau Thanh, Vinh Long, and
Deputy Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Council of Cao Dai Church;

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Bach Phung, Acting Female Chief of the Religious District of Chau Thanh, Vinh
Long, and Secretary of the Representative Committee of the Popular Council of Cao Dai Church;

hereby report to the Special Rapporteur and to the US Administration and Congress the following
incident.

On the first day of the tenth month of the Year of the Snake (03 November, 2013), a ceremony was held
at the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, 191/8A, Lo Ren Street, Block 1, Ward 4, Vinh Long City, to
commemorate the passing away of Student Priest Thai Kim Thanh, the late Chief of Religious District of
Chau Thanh, Vinh Long.

This was the ninth such annual commemoration, in accordance to the tradition of the Vietnamese
people, which has been kept through the ages, in the memory of ancestors and also to honor those who
contributed to society or religion as well as those who served humanity -- a tradition that all Vietnamese
people know about and respect.

However, ironically, officials of the government, the public security police of Ward 4, and the police of
the City of Vinh Long came in a large contingent to the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan,
including:

1. Chau Nguyen Minh Thuc, Deputy Chair of the People’s Committee of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long,
Vinh Long Province

2. Pham Thanh Le, Chair of the Fatherland Front of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long Province
Tran Dang Khoa, Chair of the Farmers Association of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long
Province

4. Quach Hoang Loc, Secretary General of Young Communists of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh
Long Province



5. Truong Van Xieu, Chair of the Cultural Committee of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long
Province

6. Le Chi Dung, Chair of the Veterans Association of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long Province

7. Mrs. Huynh Thi Ngoc Lan, Deputy Chair of the Women’s Union of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh
Long Province

8. Ho Xuan Truyen, Chief of Block 1, Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long Province

9. Nguyen Tan Lac, Public Security Police agent, City of Vinh Long, Vinh Long Province

They put pressure on Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, demanding that he must obtain the approval of the
local government before proceeding with the ceremony.

Mr. Chau Nguyen Minh Thuc, Deputy Chair of the People’s Committee of Ward 4, stated that: “The
memorial gathering would be allowed if participants were wearing regular dress, but here you and your
fellow believers wear your long dress and head turban; this means religious activities are being
conducted and they must be pre-approved or registered periodically with the People’s Committee, in
accordance with Articles 2, 4, and 5 as specified in Decree 92.”

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan and all participants were very upset and vehemently protested the
pressure from the government officials, who were backed up by the police, in order to enforce Decree
92 in an attempt to eliminate the Truth Conservation Cao Dai Denomination that was established by the
Supreme Being in 1926.

The government and police have taken four steps:

Step 1: They force followers to comply with Decree 92, mandating us to seek prior approval to conduct
the memorial ceremony because of the gathering of many participants. Due to the strong protest of the
participants, who argued that there is no law that prohibits participation in private memorial
ceremonies, the government moved to Step 2.

Step 2: The government resorted to the tactic of writing up participants for administrative violation, and
demanded that Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan signs it. Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan refused to sign and
participants continued to protest. The government moved to Step 3.

Step 3: The public security police of Ward 4 got involved, demanding to check the ID cards of all
participants. The participants protested such an unreasonable demand because there is no law
stipulating that ID cards of participants in a private memorial ceremony be inspected by the police.
Finally the public security police moved to Step 4.

Step 4: The police of Ward 4 schemed with the traffic police that was stationed at the entrance of the
alley [where the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan was located] to stop the vehicles of all
participants as they went home. The traffic police blew their whistle and checked the driver’s licenses
and wrote down the names of all participants.

Then the public security police of Wards 1, 2 and 8 summoned the following Cao Dai followers in for
questioning:



Ms. Le Thi Ngoc Mai, born 1972, resident of 54/26B, Pham Hung St, Ward 2, City of Vinh Long
Ms. Nguyen Ngoc Xuan Uyen, born 1977, resident of 8 Vo Thi Sau St, Ward 1, City of Vinh Long

3. Ms. Thai Thi Kieu Nga, resident of Ward 8. She was instructed by the police to sign a statement
never to attend any future memorial ceremony at the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan.
She objected to such a demand.

This is clear evidence that the government of Ward 4 and the police of the City of Vinh Long have
blatantly violated the freedom of religion of citizens, interfered in the internal affairs of our religion,
denied citizens of their basic rights, undermined our religious practices and caused confusion and
insecurity to people of faith in our locality.

We, the community of followers of the Truth Conservation Cao Dai Denomination in Vinh Long, strongly
protest the acts of pressure and interference in the internal affairs of our religion by the Communist
government of Vietnam in general, which has used Decree 92 to eliminate the Cao Dai religion and other
pure religions in the country.

We ask the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the US Administration and Congress to use your
influence and demand that the Vietnamese communist authorities carries out its commitments made
upon joining the United Nations, and returns freedom of religion to citizens with respect to the Cao Dai
Religion as established by God, and with respect to all other pure religions.

Respectfully,

Vinh Long, the fourth day of the tenth month, Year of the Snake

06 November, 2013

Reporting individuals:

- Acting Chief of Religious District and Deputy Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Council

Signed
Nguyen Kim Lan

- Acting Female Chief of Religious District and Secretary of Representative Committee of the Popular
Council

Signed

Nguyen Bach Phung
Co-Signed by:

List of 20 affected participants

Cc:



- Prime Minister, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

- Central Government’s Committee for Religious Affairs

- Chair, People’s Committee of Vinh Long Province

- Chair, Religious Affairs Committee of Vinh Long Province

H/H Chanh TRi Su
NGUYEN KIM LAN

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan in traditional white dress with black turban

Hien Ty Ni¥ CTS
NGUYEN BACH PHUNG

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Bach Phung in traditional white dress
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Chanh Quyén va Cdng An P4 TPYL tinh Vinh Long dang ding NP %2 dé ngan can Le
(i tai nha CTH Heauyen Fim Lan ngéy mimng 0110 nam Cuy Ty (dl 037112013

Authorities coming to the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan to stop the memorial ceremony

Cing an mic sic phut: - thirémg phuc ding trrde cong vao phn tho'
Hh 6 LE Sanh THAT KIM THANH { 11 h 30 ngay 03/11/2013)

The local police and government officials in front of the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan



ng - Nguyen Tan Lac i

Can B An Ninh

A plain-clothed police agent filming all activities and participants at the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen
Kim Lan



PAI PAO TAM KY PHO PO
Bat Thap Bat Nién
TOA THANH TAY NINH
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BAN TUONG TRINH

V/V Chinh Quyén, Céng An Tinh Vinh Long Xdm Pham Vao Ni Bd Tén Giso
Cao Dai.

Kinh géi: - Ba FARIDA SHAHEED Diac Phai Vién trong lanh vyc vén hoa vé
Nhén Quyén thuge Cao Uy Lién Hiép Quéc vé Nhan Quyén,
- Quy Co quan Hanh Phap va Lap Phap Hoa Ky.

Ching t6i : - Chanh Trj Sy Nguyén Kim Léan Quyén Pau Toc Pao Chéu Thanh -
Chau Pao Vinh Long , kiém Phé Ban Pai Dién Khéi Nhon Sanh Dao Cao Dai,

- Nit Chanh Tri Sy Nguyén Bach Phung Quyén N Péiu Téc Pao Chau
Thanh — Chau Pao Vinh Long, kiém Tir Han Ban Pai Dién khéi Nhon Sanh Pao Cao
Bai - Viét nam, kinh tudng trinh dén Ba va Co quan Hanh Phap, Lap Phap Hoa Ky
mdt sy viéc nhu sau:

Vao ngay 01 — 10— Quy Ty (dl 03 — 11 - 2013), tai tu gia Chanh Trj Su Nguyén
Kim Lan, s6 nha 191/8A, Pudng Lo Rén, Khom [, Ph.rong 4, Thanh Phé Vinh Long,
tinh Vinh Long. Theo thuong 1§ hing nam co to chirc [€ ky niém ngay Qui Thién ctia
Hién Huynh L& Sanh Thai Kim Thanh - C6 Péu Téc Pao Chau Thanh — Chéu Pao
Vinh Long, dan gian goi 1a 1& gid.

Day la1é glo lan thir 9, do 1a truyen théng van hoa lau doi cua dan toe Viét Nam aé
twong nhé dén ngudn cdi dng ba, td tién, tuong nho dén nhimg nguoi hitu cong véi
Dao, v6i Do, 1am lgi ich cho nhon quén xa héi, ma ai 1a nguoi Vidt Nam ciing phai
biét va ton trong.

Thé nhung, tr¢ tréu thay chinh quyén, cong an phuong 4, cong an Thanh Pho Vinh
Long truc tiép kéo dén nha Chanh Trj Su Nguyén Kim Lan véi da cac ban bé gém
cac Ong c6 tén sau day:

1- Chau Nguyén Minh Thirc Phé Chu Tich UBND Phudng 4 TPVL Tinh Vinh
Long
2- Pham Thanh L¢é Chu Tich MTTQVN Phuong 4 -nt-

3- Tran béng Khoa Chu Tich Hoi Nong Dan P4 -nt-



4- Quach Hoang Loc Bi Thu Poan P4 TPVL Tinh Vinh Long
5- Truong Vin Xiéu Truéng Ban Vin Hoa P4 -nt-
6- Lé Chi Diing Chu Tich Hoi Cyu Chién Binh P4 -nt-
7- Ba Huynh Thj Ngoc Lan Pho Chu Tich H¢i Phu N P4 -nt-
8- Ho Xuan Truyén Trudng Khom 1 P4 -nt-
9- Nguyén TanLac Céng an an ninh -nt-

Gay ap luc buoc Chanh Tri Sy Lan xin phép chinh quyén dia phuong méi duge
cung,.

Ong Chéu Nguyén Minh Thirc — Phé Chi Tich UBND phuong 4 bao ring: “ Dam gid
mic d6 thuong thi dugc, con & day Chi va dong dao mac 4o dai khin dong, tirc 1a
sinh hoat ton gido nén phai lam don xin phép, hodc diang ky sinh hoat t6n gido thuong
ky véi UBND phudng, cin cir theo khoan 2, diéu 4, 5 trong Nghi Dinh 92 d qui
dinh”

Chanh Tri Su Ngu én Kim Lan cung tat ca dong dao vo cung buc xic, phan déi
quyét liét khong dong ¥ su ap luc cta chinh quyén, c¢6 cong an hd trg de buge ddng
dao thuc hién ND 92, nhim muyc dich ti€u di¢t Dao Cao Dai chon truyén do chinh
birc Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé khai sang nam 1926.

Chinh quyén, céng an thuc hién qua 4 budc:

Budc 1: Ep dong dao vao ND 92, buge phai xin phép lam dam gid, vi tu tap dong
ngudi. Do phan tmg quyét ligt cua ddng dao, cho rang ddm gid khong cd ludt nao bat
phai xin phép, nén chinh quyén danh chuyén sang budc 2.

Bude 2: Chinh quyén tim ké 4p luc 14p bién ban vi pham hanh chinh, yéu cau Chanh
Tri Su Lan ky tén vao, Chanh Tri Su Lan khong ky, déng dao tiép tuc phan ddi, chinh
quyén chuyén sang budc thir 3.

Budc 3: Cong an phuong 4 vao cugc, yéu cau kiém tra thé chlmg minh nhén dén
ting ngum dong dao tiép tuc phan dbi khong cho kiém tra, vi khéng c6 ludt nao di
dam gi6 lai bj kiém tra chimg minh nhan dén cach vé ly. Cudi cing céng ar chuyén
sang budc thir 4.



- Budc 4: Cong an phuong 4 két hop véi cong an giao thong dong chét ngoai diu ngd,
xe dong daora veé, cong an giao thong thbi coi kéu lai xét gidy to xe va ghi tén timg
ngudi mét, rdi méi cho vé.

Sau d6 chinh quyén, céng an Phuong 1, 2 va 8 mai lam viéc:

1- Pao Mudi Lé Thj Ngoc Mai sanh nim 1972, hién ngu tai nha s 54/26B duong
Pham Hung — Phuong 2 - TPVL.

2- Pao Mudi Nguyén Ngoc Xuén Uyén sanh nim 1977, hién ngu tai nha sb 8
duong Vo Thi Sau - Phuong 1-TPVL.

3- Dao Muoéi Thai Thj Kiéu Nga cu ngu Phuong 8, neng cong an P8 budc em Nga
phai lam t& cam két khéng dugc dén nha CTS Lén cung gid nita, nhung em Nga
khéng ky cam két.

Nhur vy, r rang day la mét bang chimg cho thiy chinh quyén, céng an phuong 4,
cbng an thanh phé Vinh Long, trang tron vi pham quyen tu do tin ngudng cia cong
dan, can thiép vao ndi bd tén gido, tudt doat moi _quyén ty do can ban cua ngudi dan,
1am khuynh dao t6n gido, va gy hoang mang, bat én cho ngudi dén cé dao tai dia
phuong.

Chung t6i tap thé tin d6 Cao Dai bao thi chon truyén tinh Vinh Long, cuc lyc phan
déi hanh vi ap luc, xAm pham vao ndi bd dao Cao Dai cua chinh quyén, cong an
phuong 4, céng an thanh phé Vinh Long néi riéng, va nha cam quyen CSVN ndi
chung, d& ding Nghj Dinh 92 dé diét dao Cao Dai va céc nén tén gido thuan tdy trong
nudc.

Yéu cau Cao Uy Lién Hiép Quéc vé Nhan Quyen _quy Co quan Hanh Phép va Lép
Phap Hoa Ky, dung anh hudng bugc nha cam quyen CSVN thuec thi chir ky ctia minh
khi gia nhap Lién Hiép Qudc, va phai tra lai quyen ty do tin nguorng cho nguoi dén
d6i véi dao Cao Pai ctia Pic Thuong Pé, ciing nhu céc nén ton gido thuan tay khéc.

Nay kinh,
Vinh Long ngay 04 thang 10 nam Quy Ty
(d106—-11-2013)
Nguw¢i Twong Trinh
Q. DTDCT kiém Pho Ban PDKNS Q. N BTDCT kiém Tir Han Ban DPDKNS
Chanh Tri Su Nir Chanh Tri Su
JL/// Ry
Nguyén Kim Lan Nguyén Bach Phung
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Dong kinh géi:

- Thua Tudng Chinh Phi nuéc CHXHCNVN,

- Ban Té6n Gido ctia Chinh Phu,

- Chu Tich UBND tinh Vinh Long,

- Truéng Ban Tén Gido tinh Vinh Long. Dé tuong .



