Third Amnesty Of God
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Tay Ninh Holy See

kkkk

REPORT

Re: The Government and the Public Security Officers of City of Vinh Long Deliberately
Violating the Right to Religious Freedom of Independent Caodai Practitioners

To: - U.N. Special Rapporteur on Religious Freedom, U.N. Human Rights Council
- U.S. Administration and Congress
- Governments of Free and Democratic Nations

We:

Sub-dignitary Hua Phi, Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Bloc of Cao Dai
Church;

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, Acting Chief of Religious District of Chau Thanh (City),
Vinh Long, and Deputy Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Bloc of Cao Dai
Church;

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Bach Phung, Acting Female Chief of the Religious District of Chau
Thanh (City), Vinh Long, and Secretary of the Representative Committee of the Popular
Bloc of Cao Dai Church;

hereby report to the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Religious Freedom, to the U.S.
Administration and Congress, and to the Governments of Free and Democratic Nations
the following incident.

We are the independent Caodai practitioners. We do not acknowledge or follow the
rules and policies established by the Vietham Communist Party to strictly control all
religious activities; as a result, the public security agents often harassed, terrorized and
oppressed us when we conducted religious ceremonies or meetings.

At 8:00 am on 5t of June 2014, the independent Caodai practitioners were peacefully
gathering at the home of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, 191/8A, Lo Ren Street, Block 1,
Ward 4, Vinh Long City, Vinh Long Province, Vietnam to listen to Sub-dignitary Hua Phi.
As Mr. Phi shared some religious news and analyzed the notable differences between
dignitaries of the Caodai Sacerdotal Council of the Tayninh Holy See prior to April 1975
(Chuc Sac Thien Phong: officials ordained by God) and those of the Caodai pro-
government Governance Council (Chuc Sac pham phong: officials designated by people),
the local authorities came to harass us.
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From left: police of Ward 4, Mr. Nguyen Phan Hai Trung; Mr. Nguyen Tan Tien, People’s
Committee Secretariat Office of Ward 4, Vinh Long City; Mr. Ho Xuan Truyen, Chief of
Block 1, Ward 4 came to the house of Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan (who wore white
robe with turban) to harass independent Caodai practitioners.




Officials of the government, the public security (PS) agents of Ward 4, and the PS agents
of the City of Vinh Long and of Vinh Long Province, along with two Caodaist dignitaries
of the pro-government Governance Council came with a large contingent to the home of
Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, including:

1. Mr. Bach, Deputy Chair of Vinh Long City PS Office, Vinh Long Province

2. Mr. Nguyen Phan Hai Trung, PS agent of Ward 4, Vinh Long City with uniformed dress
3. Mr. Nguyen Tan Lac, PS agent of Vinh Long Province

4. Mr. Chinh, Deputy Chair of Religious Committee of Vinh Long Province

5. Mrs. Thuy, Deputy Chair of Religious Committee of Vinh Long Province

6. Mr. Nguyen Tan Tien, People’s Committee Secretariat Office of Ward 4, Vinh Long City
7. Officials (names unknown) of the Fatherland Front of Ward 4, City of Vinh Long, Vinh
Long Province

8. Mr. Nguyen Van Be, Student Priest of Religious Ward 1, Vinh Long City

9. Mrs. Tran Thi Huu, Bishop and representative of the pro-government Governance
Council of Caodai Tayninh at Religious Ward 1, Vinh Long City

10. Over ten government officials and PS agents staying outside the gate of the house (a
total number of people in the house and in the yard was over 20)

The independent Caodai practitioners consisted of Sub-dignitary Hua Phi (from Duc
Trong District, Lam Dong Province, Central Vietnam) and 18 other people, including
Sub-dignitaries and followers, mostly from Vinh Long Province, South Vietnam.




Sub-dignitary Hua Phi (who was standing) informed and discussed some religious
activities with independent Caodai practitioners of Religious District of Chau Thanh
(City), Vinh Long Province.

Mr. Bach, Deputy Chair of Vinh Long City PS Office, Vinh Long Province cited the
requirements of Decree 92 to force Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan and lady Sub-
dignitary Nguyen Bach Phung to apply for a permission from the government when
there is a meeting or religious ceremony. The number of the government officials and PS
agents overwhelmed our independent Caodai practitioners; and they intended to
threaten us by mobilizing their personnel from all sectors of the government. They
continuously took our pictures and video-taped our activities.



Mr. Nguyen Phan Hai Trung, PS agent of Ward 4 and Mr. Bach, PS agent of Vinh Long City
required Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan to ask for permission from the authority as he hosted at
his home several independent Caodai pratitioners coming from out of town.



PS agent of Ward 4 and PS agent of Vinh Long City were filming and taking pictures of
the independent Caodai practitioners who gathered at the home of Mr. Nguyen Kim Lan
for religious activities on 5% June, 2014



PS agent of Vinh Long City was filming inside and outside, and taking pictures of Sub-
dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan’s house.



The independent Caodai practitioners objected to the Decree 92 and decided not to
register because we performed our basic right to religious freedom, and nobody has the
shall violate it.

Mr. Chinh, Deputy Chair of Religious Committee of Vinh Long Province stated: “Freedom
must be in the framework of the law and freedom does not mean you can do what you
wants”.

Sub-dignitaries (Chanh Tri Su) Nguyen Kim Lan, Nguyen Van Be, Nguyen Bach Phung,
Nguyen Thi Thu (Thong Su), Le Ngoc Thuan (Thong Su), and some other followers said:
“God founded the Caodai Religion for human beings’ salvation; consequently, no law can
prohibit or limit it in the framework of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Religious
freedom is a basic and sacred right of every citizen and we requested the authority to
respect it”.

Then, we took a picture of Mrs. Thuy, Deputy Chair of Religious Committee of Vinh Long
Province for proof of violating our right to religious freedom but she did not allow us to
do so.

While PS agents were speaking with us, an official of the government brought Mr. Bach
(Deputy Chair of Vinh Long City PS Office) a letter of Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tam (Cardinal of
Governance Council set up and controlled by the Vietnamese Communist Government)
to excommunicate Sub-dignitary Hua Phi.

Mr. Be, a Caodai Student Priest of the pro-government Governance Council, stated: “You
(independent Caodai Practitioners) live in this country; therefore, you must obey the
law of the government. You must ask for permission from authority if you want to do
something.”



Mr. Be, Caodai Student Priest of the pro-government Governance Council who was
standing and speaking to independent Caodai practitioners.

Mr. Chinh and Mr. Be both forced us to obey the law of the Vietnamese Communist
Government; however, if we follow the law of the authority, we would have to give up
our traditional religious precepts. Obviously, the Vietnamese Communist Government
and the pro-government Government Council both have the same objective to destroy
independent Caodai church and its practitioners.

Sub-dignitary Hua Phi said to Mr. Be that you are a religious person but you speak like
an official of the authority. I am an independent Caodai practitioner; Mr. Nguyen Thanh
Tam (of the pro-government Governance Council) and I do not belong to the same
church; therefore, Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tam has no right to excommunicate me.

Mrs. Thuy and Mr. Be stood up and left; pother government officials and PS agents also
slowly left at noon the same day.

After that, On 24t of June, 2014 Lam Dong Province PS Office put pressure on Sub-
dignitary Hua Phi to see PS agents of Duc Trong District for questioning and charged him
“unlawfully conducted religious activities and causing insecurity and disorder in Vinh
Long Province”. However, Sub-dignitary Hua Phi did not accept any charge imposed by
PS Office.

This is an obvious evidence to prove that the Vietnam Government violates
systematically from central to local levels the right to religious freedom of its citizens.



We, the independent Caodai practitioners, who are followers of God, object to the order
and actions taken by the Vietnam Government and its officers.

We respectfully request the U.N. Human Rights Council, the U.S. Administration and
Congress, and the Governments of Free and Democratic Nations to consider the
following requests:

1. toredesignate Vietnam as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC) under the
International Religious Freedom Act for its egregious violation of religious
freedom.

2. tosend U.N. Special Rapporteurs on Religious Freedom to frequently visit
independent religious organizations in Vietnam for seeing onsite our desperate
situation and to establish ways to protect us and our activities.

3. to demand the Vietnam Government to withdraw all of the Communist party
members from the internal area of the Tayninh Holy See, which is considered as
a sacred area; and return our religious sovereignty and properties to our
independent Caodai practitioners. These procedures and implementation shall
be performed under the U.N.’s supervision.

Sincerely Yours,

Vietnam, 10t of July, 2014

Reporting individuals:

Sub-dignitary Hua Phi, Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Bloc of Cao Dai
Church

Signed

Hua Phi

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Kim Lan, Acting Chief of Religious District of Chau Thanh, Vinh
Long, and Deputy Chair of Representative Committee of the Popular Bloc of Cao Dai
Church

Signed

Nguyen Kim Lan

Sub-dignitary Nguyen Bach Phung, Acting Female Chief of the Religious District of Chau
Thanh, Vinh Long, and Secretary of the Representative Committee of the Popular Bloc of
Cao Dai Church

Signed

Nguyen Bach Phung

10



Attachments below:

- List of affected participants/co-signees
- Original Copy of the report in Vietnamese with signatures and a list of 16 independent
Caodai practitioners and co-signees.

This report was translated by Sub-dignitary Viet Hung Tran, General Secretary of the
United Caodai Tayninh Holy See Overseas.

Email: daocaodail926@gmail.com

Mobile phone: 514 299 0015

List of Affected Participants/Co-signees

Pong Ky tén (Co-Signees)

STT HP HOVATEN  NAM SINH DIA CHI
(Position) (Names) (born in) (Addresses)
1- CTS Nguyén Vin Bé 1942 S6 49/3A Mau Than K2/P3 TP VL(Vinh Long)
2- CTS D6 vin Tam 1946 Ap An Long, xi An Binh, Long H6 -VL
3- CTS Leé Thi Nho 1954 Hiép Thanh, Dirc Trong, Lam Dong
4- PTS Nguyén Vin Huynh 1959 An Long, An Binh, Long Ho, VL
5- TS Chau Van Gon 1962 “nt”
6- TS Nguyén Thi Thu 1954 “nt”
7- DBH V6 Véan Minh 1956 “nt”
8- DH D6 Vin Nghia 1986 “nt”
9- PM Nguyén Thi Ha 1959 “nt”
10- PTS Nguyén Vin Tac Ring 1958 “nt”
11- TS Lé Ngoc Thuan 1970 14-  Luu Van Li¢t, P2, TPVL
12- PTS Dang My Phugng 1954 225 Pham Hung, P9, TPVL
13- PTS Nguyén T Pong Uyén 1972 68B, Nguyén Vin Lau, PS, TPVL
14- DPH Nguyén Thanh Dau 1949 Chéanh Hoéi, Mang Thit, VL
15- bM Truong Thi Bay 1950 “nt”
16- TS Dang Van bao 1960 Phuong Di an-Thi xa Di an- Tinh Binh duong
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Original Copy of the Report in Viethamese

DAIDAOTAMKY PHO PO
Bat Thap Ctru Nién

TOA THANH TAY NINH

Kkkkkkkkk

BAN TUONG TRINH

V/V CHINH QUYEN CONG AN TiNH VINH LONG CO TiNH XAM
PHAM QUYEN Ty DO TON GIAO.

Kinh g&i: - Uy Hoi Nhan Quyén Lién Hiép Qubc
- Qui Co Quan Hanh Phap va Lap Phap Hoa Ky
- Cac Quéc Gia Dan Cha Trén Thé Gidi.

Chung t6i: - Chanh Tri Sw Hra Phi - Trwéng Ban Dai Dién Khéi Nhon Sanh
DPao Cao Dai (BDDKNSDCD) — La Thanh Vién Hoi Bong Lién Tén Viét Nam
(HBLTVN).
- Chanh Trj Sy Nguyén Kim Lan — Q. Dau Téc Dao Chau Thanh,
Chau bao Vinh Long — La Thanh Vién HDLTVN.
- Nir Chanh Tri Sw Nguyén Bach Phung — Q. N&r Dau Toc Pao
Chau Thanh, Chau Pao Vinh Long — La Tr Han BDDKNSBCD
— La Thanh Vién HBLTVN.

Chung téi kinh twérng trinh dén Qui Ngai sw viéc nhw sau:

La nhirng tin d& Cao Dai tu hanh doc Iap khéng theo hé théng cia nha nwéc
quan ly, ching t6i thwéng xuyén bi cdng an CSVN séach nhiéu, khing bb, dan
ap lién tuc mai khi cung kinh,hdi hop nhw vao lic 8g sang, ngay 05-06-2014
tai tw gia CTS Nguyén Kim Lan sé 191/8A, Buong Lo Rén, Khém |, TP Vinh
Long, Tinh VL. Déng dao gdm 19 nguwoi dang hop mat dé nghe hién huynh
Chanh Tri Sy Htra Phi chia sé tin tirc dao sw va phan tich rd vé Chirc Sac
pham phong, va Chirc S&c Thién Phong cho déng dao nghe thi chinh quyén,
cong an kéo dén sach nhiéu.

Vé phia chinh quyén, cong an gom co:

1- Ong Bach — Pho c6ng an Thanh Phé Vinh Long

2-  O. Nguyen Phan Hai Trung — Céng an phwéng 4 - mac séc phuc
3-  O. Nguyén Tan Lac — Céng an an ninh tinh VL

4- Q. Chinh — Ph6 Ban Tén Gi4o Tinh VL

5-  BaThay — Pho BTG tinh VL.

6-  O. Nguyén Tuén Tién — Thu ky van phong UBND phuwéng 4 — VL
7-  MTTQ phuong 4 — VL (khong biét tén)

8- 0. Nguyen Van Bé - Lé Sanh Cai Quan ho dao phwong | — VL
(Ngwoi ctia nha nwéc dwng 1én)
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9-  Ba Tran Thi Hiru — Gido Sw - Dai dién H6i Dong Chwdng Quan
tai ho dao phwong | — VL (Ngudi cua nha nwdce dung 1én).

10- MGt s6 can bd cong an, chinh quyén ding phla ngoai cbng nha
trén 10 nguwdi. Tdng sbé ngudi vao trong nha va & ngoai san cé trén 20
nguoi.

Vé phia dao gém cé:

1- Chanh Tri Sw Hu’a‘ Phi — Thén Béng Lai, xa Hiép Thanh, huyén B¢
Trong, tinh La&m Bong. .

2- Chure Viéc cung toan dao Vinh Long Tong cdng c6 18 vi cung Hira
Phila 19.

Ong Bach - Phé cong an tinh Vinh Long dung Nghi Binh 92 buéc Chanh Tri
Sw Nguyén Kim Lan, va nir CTS Nguyén Bach Phung phai dang ky xin phép
chinh quyén khi hoi hop, ho&c cing kinh déng ngui, ho ap dao, khéng ché
tinh than ddng dao bang cach huy déng tat ca cac ban nganh, chup hinh,
quay phim lién tuc.

Bong dao phan dbi nhirt quyét khong dang ky, xin phép vi chiing t6i thue hién
quyeén tw do tin nguwdng thiéng liéng cua chung t6i ma khdng ai c6 quyen xam
pham.

Ong Chinh — Ph6 BTG tinh cho réng: “ Tw do phai ndm trong khuén khé
phap luat chie khéng phai tw do roi muon lam gi thi lam”.

Chanh Tri Sw Nguyén Kim Lan, CTS Nguyén Van Bé, CTS Nguyén Bach
Phung, Théng Sw Nguyén Thi Thu, Théng Sw Lé Ngoc Thuan....cing mét s
ddng dao khac I1én tiéng: “Pao Cao Pai do Pirc Thurong Bé mé ra dé tan
dé nhan loai, nén khéng c6 luat phap nao nghiém cam hay han ché tén
gido Cao Dai trong mét khuén khé cua nwérc CHXHCNVN nay. Tw do tén
gido la quyén thiéng liéng cia moi nguwei céng dén, yéu cau chinh
quyén, céng an phai tén trong”.

Chung téi chup hinh Ba Thay — Phé BTG tinh dé lam bang chirng ma ba ta
khdéng cho.

Trong ltc cdng an dang néi chuyén véi ching téi thi cé mét nhan vién cla
nha nwéc dem thw dén cho 6ng Bach — Pho céng an TP Vinh Long t& gidy,
d6 chinh 1a Huan Linh ctia 6ng Nguyé&n Thanh Tam, Dau Sw ctia HBCQ
(Québc doanh) dé truc xuat Chanh Tri Sy Hira Phi ra khdi dao.

Ong L& Sanh Bé (Nguoi ciia nha nwdc dyng 1én) phat biéu: “Cédc anh dau
sau ciing ¢ trong dat nwéc nay nén cac anh phai tuan theo luat phap
nha nwéc, muén lam gi thi phai xin phép”.

Ong Chinh va 6ng Bé d&u budc ching t6i tuan theo luat ctia nha nwéc,
nhwng néu chung téi tuan theo luat nha nwéce thi trai véi chon truyén cla dao.
Vi vay HBCQ va nha nuwdc CSVN ca hai déu c6 chung mét muc dich 13 tiéu
diét Bao Cao Dbai doc lap.
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Chanh Tri Sy Hwra Phi y kién: “Anh la tén gido ma giong diéu noéi ra y nhw
nha nwérc, tdi néi cho anh biét, t6i tu hanh theo Pao Cao Dai doc lap con
6ng Nguyén Thanh Tam do nha nwéc dwng 1én, nén tdi khéng trwc
thuéc HBCQ thi 6ng Tam khéng c6 quyeén gi truc xuat téi”.

Ba Thuy va 6ng L& Sanh Bé tw dirng day ra vé, Chinh quyén, cong an tiv tir
rut vé vao lac 12g cung ngay.

Sau d6 vao ngay 24-06-2014, Chanh Tri Sy Htra Phi bi cdng an tinh Lam
Dong dung ap Iwc 1én try s¢ cong an huyén Birc Trong dé dieu tra vi ly do:
“Hoat doéng tén giao trai phép tai Vinh Long va lam mat an ninh trat tw”.

Chanh Tri Sy Hra Phi pht nhan hoan toan thw ap lwc ctia cong an.

Day la bang chirng cho thay nha nwéc CSVN trang tron vi pham quyén ty do
tén giao c6 hé thong tr trén xudng dudi.

Chuing t6i tap thé tin d6 Cao Bai doc 1ap theo Birc Thuong D&, phan déi hanh
vi vi pham nay ctia nha cam quyén CSVN.

- Yéu cau Hoi Pong Nhan Quyén Lién Hiép Quéc, Qui co quan hanh Phap,
Lap Phap Hoa Ky va céc québc gia yéu chudng tw do dan cha trén thé gioi,
phai dwa Viét Nam vao danh sach (CPC), la nhirng nwéc dac biét dang quan
ngai vé Nhan Quyén va Ty Do Tén Giao.

- Yéu cau Bao C4o Vién Dac Biét ciia Ho6i Pong Nhan Quyén Lién Hiép Quéc,
thworng xuyén dén tham céc tén gido doc 1ap tai Viét Nam, dé xac minh cu thé
va c6 bién phap bédo vé ho. - Yéu cau nha cam quyén CSVN hay rat nhirng
ngwdi cla ho ra khéi ndi 6 Toa Thanh, tra lai chd quyén, tai sédn cho Dao Cao
Dai doc lap duéi sw giam séat cla Lién Hiép Quéc.

Tréan trong kinh chao.
Viet nam ng ay 10 th ang 07 n am 2014

(10" of July, 2014)
Ngwoi Twong Trinh (Reporters)

Chanh Tri Sy Chanh Tri Sy N Chanh Tri Su
T e Y hng”
I
Hua Phi Nguyén Kim Lan Nguyén Bach Phung
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Pong Ky tén

STT HP HOVATEN  NAM SINH DIA CHI

I- CTS Nguyén Vin Bé 1942 S6 49/3A Mau Than K2/P3 TP VL

2- CTS D4 vin Tam 1946 Ap An Long, xi An Binh, Long H6 -VL
3- CTS LéThi Nho 1954 Hiép Thanh, Puc Trong, Lam Déng

4- PTS Nguyén Vian Huynh 1959 An Long, An Binh, Long Ho, VL
5- TS Chau Vian Gon 1962 “nt”

6- TS Nguyén Thi Thu 1954 “nt”

7- DH V06 Van Minh 1956 “nt”

8- DH D6 Vin Nghia 1986 “nt”

9- PM Nguyén Thi Ha 1959 “nt”

10- PTS Nguyén Vin Tac Ring 1958 “nt”

11- TS Lé Ngoc Thuan 1970 14-  Luu Van Li¢t, P2, TPVL

12- PTS Dang My Phugng 1954 225 Pham Hung, P9, TPVL

13- PTS Nguyén T Pong Uyén 1972 68B, Nguyén Vin Lau, PS, TPVL
14- DPH Nguyén Thanh Dau 1949 Chéanh Hoéi, Mang Thit, VL

15- bM Truong Thi Bay 1950 “nt”

16- TS Dang Van Déo 1960 Phuong Di an-Thi xa Di an- Tinh Binh duong
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