Submission Regarding
The essential nature of Vietnam Communist Party (VCP) and the inevitable corollary of its
suppression of Hoa Hao Buddhism (HHB)

(Translated by BPSOS)
To the attention of: U.S. State Department Office on International Religious Freedom

| am Truong Van Thuc, born in 1946. | am a Hoa Hao Buddhist, currently residing in the Hoa Hao Sacred
Land in Vietnam. The name of the Sacred Land has been changed to Phu My Town, Phu Tan Rural
District, An Giang Province.

It would be an honor for all the Hoa Hao followers and me to meet with your delegation to present the
pressure and struggles we have been enduring for 40 years under the strict control of the Vietnamese
Communist Government (VCG). You would also like to know what has been happening in reality.

As we cannot present all the issues at once in this limited report, we are submitting a summary of
factual evidence that sufficiently demonstrates the detriment and grave danger HHB has been facing.
The following facts will help you make a fair and accurate judgment.

To achieve their objective of destroying Hoa Hao Buddhism, the Vietnamese Communists reportedly
assassinated Prophet Huynh Giao Chu in 1947, killed more than 20 thousand HHB followers, and
especially executed four religious leaders of HHB in Can Tho in 1945. When the communists took control
in 1975, they prohibited all religious activities of HHB, dissolved all central and local Hoa Hao churches,
and confiscated entirely their religious properties. In 1999, to protect their political interests, the VCP
used their power to create a pseudo-religious organization named “Hoa Hao Central Administrative
Council” (HHCAC), often called the state-run church, and a charter to legalize this organization. The
formation of HHCAC aims to politicize HHB and deceive the public opinion in and outside the country as
well as HHB followers. HHB is facing real danger because HHCAC consists of the following members:

1/ Mr. Nguyen Van Ton: Former Head of HHCAC, 40+-year tenure in the VCP, deceased in 2012.
2/ Mr. Nguyen Tan Dat (see attached photo): Current Head of HHCAC, non-religious, Delegate to the
Central Committee of the National Fatherland Front (NFF), National Assembly Representative for 3

terms.

3/ Mr. Nguyen Huy Diem: 20+-year tenure in the VCP, Deputy Permanent of HHCAC, and Head of
Religious Teaching Subcommittee.

4/ Mr. Bui Van Duong: Delegate to the NFF in Ha Noi, An Giang Fatherland Front and An Giang People’s
Council, Deputy of HHAC, and Head of Charitable Social Assistance Subcommittee.

5/ Mr. Nguyen Van Luong: 20+-year tenure in the VCP, Member of Phu Tan District Fatherland Front,
Deputy Head of HHCAC, and Head of Organization and Human Resources Subcommittee.

6/ Mr. Nguyen Van Chom: 20+-year tenure in the VCP, former staff of An Giang Province People’s
Committee Office, transferred to HHCAC as Chief Of Staff for General Affairs.



Local HHCACs have the same organizational structure in over 400 wards and communes.

This type of state-run HHCAC and its pseudo-charter have officially nullified, subverted and distorted the
traditional values of the authentic Hoa Hao Buddhism in the following ways:

1/ Hoa Hao Religious Scripture, Teaching and Full Literature written by Prophet Huynh from 1939 — 1947
were cut off more than 100 pages, meaning that they can be printed and published only for the period
of 1939 - 1942.

2/ No Memorial Day allowed on the 25" of the second month of the Lunar year to commemorate the
disappearance of Prophet Huynh in Doc Vang, Dong Thap Province on the same date in 1947. The
Vietnamese Communist government justifies their blanket repression of Hoa Hao Buddhists who
celebrate this Memorial Day on the ground of the pseudo-charter of HHCAC.

3/ No provisions recognizing the existence and the spiritual leadership of the Hoa Hao Ancestral Temple.

4/ No sections acknowledging the usurpation of the properties of Hoa Hao Buddhist Church by the
Vietnamese Communists after 1975. These properties are currently in the hands of a few powerful
members of the Communist Party as their personal belongings or freely transferred/ sold by these
people. Many of the worship places of Hoa Hao Buddhism have been vandalized and left abandoned
(see attached list).

Aware of our responsibility and in the spirit of respect for our religion and our Master, the communities
of Hoa Hao Buddhism in Vietham and abroad have no other options than fighting at all costs for the
preservation of our religious beliefs despite all the hurdles we are facing. So far, this fight is so pricy with
numerous sacrifices, deaths, and the condemnation of more than 30 people to long-term sentences.
Currently 9 people are still in jail, especially Mrs. Mai Thi Dung who was sentenced to 11 years in 2006.
She is currently held in Thanh Xuan jail in Ha Noi. While in the Z30 A prison in Xuan Loc, Dong Nai she
was already ill. Her illness has become serious and she is unable to care for herself. She needs help to
walk. She is a vegetarian and due to the lack of medications, she is suffering severe malnutrition and
weighs less than 40kg. We are calling for your help because Ms. Dung’s life is in jeopardy.

Being peasant farmers, we had been taught by Prophet Huynh to solve any issues with others only in a
peaceful way. Therefore, we are calling for justice from all the organizations that have been protecting
human rights in the world. Please show more concern for the practice of human rights and freedom of
religion in Vietnam which has not yet improved in reality.

July 16, 2014 in the Sacred Land of Hoa Hao Buddhism, An Giang Province, Vietnam

Truong Van Thuc (Signed)
214 3ap Trung Thanh, thj tran Phd My, huyén Phd Tan, An Giang. Tel: 0162.616.0165



VAN BAN PE TRINH

V/V THUC CHAT DPANG CONG SAN VIET NAM (CSVN) VA HE QUA TAT
YEU POI VOI TON GIAO PHAT GIAO HOA HAO (PGHH)

Kinh giti: Phdi Poan Pdc Trach Vé Nhin Quyén Tw Do Tén Gido B
Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky.

Toi tén: Truong Van Thuc, sinh nam 1946, 1a tll’n dd dao Phat Gido Hda Hao, hién
cu trd tai Thanh Pia Hoa Hao (nay bi d6i tén la: thi tran Phd My, huyén Phd Téan, tinh An
Giang) Vi¢t Nam.

Toan thé tin 46 PGHH va riéng c4 nhan tdi rat vinh hanh, tran trong dugc gap go
doan dé c6 dip bay to6 nhiing kho khan bure xtic da bi dé nang va khong ché trong sudt 40
nam qua cua nha cam quyén CSVN dbi voi ton gido PGHH, dong thdi quy doan ciing
muén biét su that da xay ra nhu thé nao !

Trong khudn khé c6 gi6i han, ching to6i khong thé trinh bay hét moi van dé, chi rit
gon, c6t 16i mot s sy kién du dé chirng minh réng: PGHH dang bi xam hai rat nghiém
trong va dang d6i mat voi tham trang 1Am nguy, nhitng ching cir liét ké dudi day s& gitip
quy vi c¢6 nhan dinh chinh x4c cng bang.

Trong qué kht, thoi diém nam 1947, CSVN 4m muu 4m hai ditc Huynh Gido Chu
trong muc tiéu “diét dao PGHH” va sét hai hon 20.000 tin d6 PGHH, dién hinh 13 vu xt
tr 4 vi cao @ PGHH ¢ Can Tho nam 1945, dén nim 1975 khi CS niam tron quyén da
cAm chi moi hoat dong cua tén gido PGHH, giai tan tat ca cdc Gido hoi tu trung vong dén
dia phuong va tich thu toan bo gido san. Pén nim 1999, vi quyen lgi chinh tri, Dang
CSVN ding strc manh quyén luc di cho ra doi cdi t6 chuc doi 16t ton gido dé chinh tri
héa PGHH, nhim loi dung danh Itra cong ludn trong va ngoai nudc dé la: Ban Tri Su
Trung Uong PGHH (BTS TW PGHH) va tin d6 thudng goi 1a Gido hoi qudc doanh, ciing
mot ban Hién chuong dé hop phdp héa to chirc nay. Pay 1a bang ching dé cho thay rang
PGHH 1am nguy 12 c6 that vi thanh phan trong BTS TW PGHH gdm nhiing ngudi nhu
sau:

1)-0ng Nguyén Vin Té6n, hon 40 tudi Pang (CSVN), chic vu Truéng BTS TW
PGHH, da chét ndm 2012.

2)- ong Nguyén T4n Dat, 1y lich khong ton gido (c6 hinh dinh keém), hién dang
cong tic: Uy vién mat tran to qudc trung wong Ha Noi, dai biéu qudc hoi 3 khéa, kiém
Truéng BTS TW PGHH.

3)- dng Nguyén Huy Diém, hon 20 tu01 bang (CSVN), Pho ban thuong truc BTS
TW PGHH, kiém Truéng tiéu ban phd truyén gido ly.



4)- dong Bi Van Puong, Uy vién mat tran t6 qudc trung wong Ha Hoi, Uy vién
mat tran t6 quéc va Hoi dong nhan nhan tinh An Giang. Phé BTS TW PGHH kiém
Trudng ti€u ban ctru trg tur thién xa hoi.

5)- 6ng Nguyén Vin Luong, hon 20 tudi bang (CSVN), Uy vién mét tran t6 qudc
huyén Phi Tan, Phé BTS TWPGHH kiém Trudng tiéu ban t chiic va nhén sy,

6)- Ong Nguyer} Vin Chom, hon 20 tudi Pang (CSVN), cdn bd vin phong tinh ty
An Giang duogc chuyén cong tic vdi chuc vu: Chanh van phong xur 1y thuong vu BTS
TW PGHH.

Co céu tit ca cdc Ban tri sy dia phuwong hon 400 x3 phuong ciing nhu thé.

Mot BTS TW PGHH (quéc doanh) cung mdt l;ém Hién Chuong (quéc doanh) da
lam déo 19n, tri¢t ti€u, bién tudng cdc gia tri truyén thong PGHH mdt cach cong khai nhu
sau:

1)- Kinh Sam, Thi Van gido ly toan tap do buc Huynh Gido Chu viét tunam 1939
— 1947 da bi luot bo cat xén hon 100 trang, c6 nghia la dugc phép in an pho truyén theo
moc thot gian th nam 1939-1942.

2)- Khong c6 ngay Dai 18 25/2 Al 1947, 'ky niém ngay xay ra sy cd tai Poc Vang
ha (tinh Pong Thép) Pic Huynh Gido Chu vang mit cho dén ngay nay. Chinh quyén
CSVN cin cir vao Hién chuong (quoc doanh) nay dé hop 1y héa cdc cudc dan dp tring
dbi voi bat cir tin 6 PGHH nao 1am 18 nay.

3)- Khong c6 diéu khoan nao néi dén sy hién hitu, 1anh dao tinh than cua T6 Dinh
PGHH.

4)- Khong ghi diéu khoan nao néi dén céc gido san, tai san ton gido PGHH bi
CSVN chiém dyng sau nim 1975 va hién nay dang bi mot sd cén bd c¢6 quyén thé chiém
doat lam cua riéng hoac ty do sang ban. Cac noi tho tu cia PGHH ¢ nhiéu noi bj dap pha,
b6 hoang phé (c6 danh sich kem theo).

Do ¥ thitc dugc bon phan thiéng liéng, véi tinh than ton su trong Pao tuyét dbi,
cong dong PGHH trong nudc va hai ngoai khong con ¢ lua chon nao khac 1a “phai déu
tranh dé bao ton Pao Phdp” cho du ¢ 1am thiét thoi, cdi gid phai tra tinh dén thoi diém
nay da cé su hy sinh chét chéc, tu to1 dai han hon 30 nguoi, hién tai con 9 ngudi con
dang bi tu day, dac biét la truong hop ba Mai Thi Dung, bi CSVN két dn 11 nam (ttr nAm
2006), dang bi giam ¢ trai giam Thanh Xuan, Ha Hoi, khi con & trai giam Z30A (Xuan
Loc, Pong Nai) ba Dung dang 14m bénh rt ning, khong ty van dong duoc, di ding phai
c6 nguoi k& do, do an chay trudng, thuéc men thiéu kém nén than thé suy nhugc chua
dén 40kg, truong hop dic biét nguy hiém nay xin quy vi quan tim ctru gitp.

Vi t1nh chat néng dan, dugc sy gido huan ctia Puc Thay: “Lay 6n hoa lam trong
v6i bat cr ai”, do vy su kéu goi cong ly, cac t6 chirc bao vé quyén 1am ngudi trén thé
giéi hiy quan tim hon nita vi van dé&: Nhan Quyén, Ty Do Tén Gido & VN chua c6 gi
kha quan va thyc té.



Tran trong kinh chao quy vi,

Thdnh Dia Hoa Hao, An Giang, Viét Nam, ngay 16 thang 7
nam 2014

Kinh trinh
Truong Van Thurc

214 4p Trung Thanh, thi trefm Phi My, huyén
Phid Tan, An Giang. B/T s6: 0162.616.0165



