
Vietnamese Government Violating Religious Freedom of the Mennonite Church  

in Binh Duong Province, Vietnam 

 

Update on December 10, 2014 

 

December 6  –  December 7, 2014 

At 12:30 am of December 6, approximately 15 public security police agents pried open the door and 

entered the chapel of the Mennonite Church; they demanded to inspect the residents. These agents 

consisted of seven individuals in uniform but without insignia, and eight in civilian clothes. They requested 

Pastor Tran Minh Hoa and two evangelists Dinh Nhat Minh and Nguyen Xuan Phuong to show citizen ID 

cards and local residence registration forms. 

Pastor Hoa asked that these agents disclose their names but they refused. The leader of the group of 

public security agents told church members to follow his order without questioning it. 

They inspected two motorbikes, their registration licenses and the driver’s licenses of the three church 

members, purportedly to verify ownership of the two vehicles. After 15 minutes, the public security group 

leader ordered that the three church members be taken to the Thoi Hoa District police station for 

investigation for failure to register their residence as required by the law. Two plain clothed agents took 

the two motorbikes while others escorted the three church members onto a truck. These three church 

members demanded that the public security police write a report about the house search and the arrest, 

but the police declined.  

At the police station, the three were taken into three separate rooms. Four police agents took turn to 

question each of them. They were not allowed to drink, eat or use the toilet. Their mobile phones were 

confiscated. They were ordered to write down their personal biography, including the occupations of their 

siblings, spouses and parents. Their interrogators verbally insulted them throughout the session. They 

were threatened to be killed if they did not collaborate. 

Public security agents in uniform requested that the pastor and the two church members return to their 

home towns, not to stay at the Mennonite Church’s place of worship, not to teach religion, and not to 

organize group prayers.  

Evangelist Minh was forced to answer questions such as: 

- What are your activities from May through November, 2014? Which places have you been to? For 

what purpose? 

- How many people participated in the retreat at Hoi An on September 12, 2014? Who were they? 

Who funded it? Similarly for other retreats? 

The content of the questioning had nothing to do with residence registration, which was only a pretext to 

arrest church members. The police agents stressed that evangelical activities are illegal and the 

government will by all means intervene and stop them. 



When Evangelist Khoa refused to answer those questions, he was punched at the back of this neck. Twice 

he was punched on the head because he refused to self-report. The police kept his motorbike, its 

registration license and his driver’s license.  

Both Pastor Hoa and Evangelist Phuong were ordered to write a self-report and instructed to promise not 

to stay at the church’s facility. Their interrogators insulted them verbally. On December 7, the seven-

month pregnant wife of evangelist Phuong came to the police station of Thoi Hoa District to search for 

him. She was told that he was no longer in the police station even though he was actually in the police 

station. She waited for over an hour and headed home.   

At 9am of December 7, the police prepared a report of the work session and fined each 200,000 VND for 

lack of residence registration (see addenda A1, A2, B1, B2). They had to sign a statement promising not to 

stay at the church’s facility. All three were released at around 10:30am.  

However, when they arrived at the gate of the industrial zone My Phuoc I, along highway 13 and barely 

200 meters from the police station, two public security officers drove past them and stopped across the 

street. Within a few minutes, some twenty young men riding ten motorbikes arrived. They jumped down 

from the motorbikes and strangled Pastor Hoa and Evangelist Phuong at their necks. They beat them on 

their heads and kicked their stomachs, causing both to collapse on to the ground. They both had some 

injuries. One thug took away the mobile phone of Pastor Hoa. Others pointed at Phuong and Minh, saying: 

“if you want to live, leave the church’s prayer house.” After 15 minutes, they drove away. The two police 

agents stood by and watched from the other side of street. Pastor Hoa suffered a number of injuries and 

bruises (See Addendum 1 a,b) 

At 9:45pm on December 7, two police agents in uniform and on motorbike stopped in front of the prayer 

house. They entered the house to inspect its inside. About 5 minutes later, some twenty thugs carrying 

machetes, knives, and iron batons followed in. Pastor Hoa and Evangelist Khoa ran away through the back 

entrance. They had to stay overnight at the home of church member Tu Van Len.  

Mr. Dang Ngoc Thuan, a church member who watched what’s going on inside from  nearby location 

reported witnessing 20 thugs trashing the house for about one hour before they left.  

The following day, when Pastor Nguyen Hong Quang, the church’s chaplain, returned, he saw all the 

damages to the library, meeting room, student’s meeting room, kitchen, the worship room, and his private 

residence. The bible and books on canonical law were all torn up.  

See pictures below. 

Witnesses:  

Evangelist Tu Van Len: He witnessed the incidents on both December 6 and December 7 from a friend’s 

house, which is near the Mennonite Training Religious Center.  

Dang Ngoc Thuan: A church member witnessed the incident that occurred at 9:45pm on December 7.  

 

  



1. Injuries inflicted on Pastor Tran Minh Hoa 
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2. Police report against Pastor Hoa (A1, A2), Evangelist Khoa (B1, B2), Evangelist Phuong (C1 C2) 
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3. Photos of the damages caused by thugs 
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3.4 – Guest room and dining room - outside view 

 

 

 

  



3.5 – Guest room and students’ dining room – inside view 

 

 

 

3.6 Library on first floor 

 

 



 

3.7 Worship room 

 

 

 

3.8 – Meeting room for pastors 

 

 

 



3.9 Bedroom of Pastor Nguyen Hong Quang 

 

 

33.10 – Students’ computer room 

 

3.11 



 

 

 


