An introduction to advocacy at the UN




What is the United Nations?

» The United Nations is an international
organization

» It has over 190 members: Vietham is a
member

» Goals:
1. Peace - friendly relations among nations

2. Improve standards of living and human
rights
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Special Rapporteur on freedom
of religion or belief
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Heiner Bielefeldt, Special Rapporteur on
freedom of religion or belief




July 2014

- In July 2014, the Special
Rapporteur visited Vietnam
He met religious leaders,
human rights defenders,
officials

- “There are violations of the
right to freedom of religion or
belief in Vietnam.”

- Now, he is asking for
information from us as he
prepares his report



Documenting religious freedom violations

» Exercise: write down five things
you know about the United
Nations and share them with
your group. Explain their
relevance to Vietnam.

» Discussion point: what do you
think the rest of the world thinks
about religious freedom in
Vietnam? What do you think?
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