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Dear President Obama:

As you prepare to host the ASEAN Summit in California, I urge you to take
advantage of this unique opportunity to address Asian-Pacific human rights violations. I
would specifically ask that you raise concern with Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan
Dung regarding his country’s pattern of internationally recognized human rights violations —
including the ongoing violations of religious freedom and the detention of prisoners of
conscience such as Bui Thi Minh Hang.

Bui Thi Minh Hang has been detained since February 2014 following an arbitrary
arrest. She is 51 years old and is recognized for her peaceful activities to elevate the freedom
of information, support independent religious groups, and speak out for people whose lands
have been wrongfully expropriated by the Vietnamese government. Her health has severely
deteriorated due to the harsh prison treatment.

While the upcoming summit reflects the United States’ larger initiative to rebalance
attention with Asia, human rights objectives should not be sidelined from other policy
agendas. At atime when Vietnam vigorously seeks to expand trade and security
relationships with the U.S., we have an opportunity to insist that Vietnam renew its
commitment to internationally recognized human rights practices. Releasing prisoners of
conscience such as Bui Thi Minh Hang immediately and unconditionally is a step forward to
that renewed commitment.

Sincerely,

) Lassncly

Bill Cassidy, M.D.

U.S. Senator
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