INCIDENT REPORT

Respectfully submitted to Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief

c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

United Nations at Geneva

8-14 avenue de la Paix

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Fax: (+41) 22 917 90 06

E-mail: freedomofreligion@ohchr.org or urgent-action@ohchr.org

(then please include in the subject box: Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief)

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

- Does the incident involve an individual or a group? The incident occurred to a group
- If it involves a religious or belief group please state the number of people involved and the denomination

of the group: There were approximately 80 people involved. All victims were attending a ceremony of
“Installing the Divine Eye Banner on the Altar”. All victims are followers of The Third Universal Redemption
Religion or Cao Dai Religion established in 1926 (hereafter called Cao Dai 1926)

- Country(ies) in which the incident took place: Cam Binh Hamlet, Cam Giang Commune, Go Dau district,
Tay Ninh Province

- Nationality(ies) of the victim(s): Vietnamese, Kinh Ethnic
- Does domestic law require (re-)registration of religious associations and if yes, what is the current status
of the group in question?
= Vietnam is a country that requires registration of religions activities. According to the 2004
Ordinance on Religion and Beliefs, and Decree 92 in the year 2012 of the Vietnamese Government,
religious organizations must register, and the government has to give permission before religious
activities may be conducted.
=  Currently, religious activities and operations of Cao Dai 1926 have been forbidden and considered
illegal. The government established a government sanctioned Cao Dai Branch on May 9, 1997
(hereafter called Branch 1997) to usurp the title of Cao Dai 1926 and forced Cao Dai 1926
adherents to obey the Branch 1997.
= Especially, the letter 42/90 dated October 14, 215 of the Cao Dai Branch 1997 giving order to the
Local Religious Heads to use violent acts to prohibit Cao Dai 1926 members from conducting their
religious activities.

2. IDENTITY OF THE PERSONS CONCERNED

Note: if more than one person is concerned, please attach relevant information on each person separately.

- Family name: Cao

- First name: Thi Chinh

- Denomination of his/her religion or belief: Cao Dai

- Place of residence or origin: Cam Binh Hamlet, Cam Giang Commune, Go Dau district, Tay Ninh Province

- Age: Born 1974

- Gender: Female

- Nationality: Vietnamese

- Other victims are listed in appendix 01

- Person authorized to speak for this individual, if any: Ms. Katie Duong, US citizen, in charge of Overseas
Branch of the Cao Dai 1926 Popular Council. Phone number: (469) 525 3356, address 3112 North Jupiter
Road, Suite 216, Garland, Texas 75044


mailto:freedomofreligion@ohchr.org
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3. INFORMATION REGARDING THE ALLEGED VIOLATION

- Date and time (approximate, if exact date is not known): approximately 11am on November 11, 2015

- Place (location and country/countries): At the home of Mrs. Cao Thi Chinh, Cam Binh Hamlet, Cam Giang
Commune, Go Dau district, Tay Ninh Province

- Please provide a detailed description of the circumstances of the incident in which the alleged violation
occurred respectively the nature of the governmental action: when the homeowner’s family and the invited
Cao Dai 1926 adherents were getting ready to commence the ceremony of “Installing the Divine Eye
Banner on the Altar”, members of the Cao Dai Branch 1997 came uninvited. These members included
Student Priest Thuong Chau Thanh (head of the local Cao Dai Branch 1997), Student Priest Thuong Nghia
Thanh (deputy chief of the local Cao Dai Branch 1997), other members and thugs. Mrs. Chinh’s family and
invited guests determined to stop them from coming inside the house. Finally, all members of the Cao Dai
Branch 1997 got out of the house. The family members and invited guests, who were surrounded by the
Cao Dai Branch 1997 members, were not protected but instead were threatened by the public security
officers. The public security officers did not arrest those violating the law (the branch 1997 and thugs) but
forced the homeowner to follow them to their office for investigation. The public security officers stopped
Cao Dai established 1926 adherents from recording the events for evidence and confiscated their cameras.
Appendix photos: number 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08.

Appendix videos: from number 01 to 04.

- Which indications exist that the victim(s) has been targeted because of his/her religion or belief?

= The government supported the Cao Dai Branch 1997 and thugs to stop the ceremonry that Cao Dai
1926 adherents intended to perform.

= The government and the Cao Dai Branch 1997 forced the homeowner (who follows Cao Dai 1926)
to allow clergy of Cao Dai Branch 1997 to perform the ceremory by the rituals of the Branch.

= Especially, there was an order number 42/90 dated Oct 14, 2015 by the Cao Dai Branch 1997 to
allow the heads of religious department to use violent act to stop Cao Dai 1926 adherents to
perform any religious activities. ( Appendix documents 01 and 02)

- Identification of the alleged perpetrator(s), name(s) if known and/or function, suspected motive:

= Members of Cao Dai Branch 1997 including Student Priest Thuong Chau Thanh who is the head of
the local religious department, Student Priest Thuong Nghia Thanh deputy chief of the local
religious department, their members, and public security officers who were present

= Their first motive is to destroy the original Cao Dai religion established in 1926. The government is
using their power and Cao Dai Branch 1997 to repress, terrorize, and persecute the Cao Dai 1926
members. The government wants Cao Dai 1926 members to be isolated leading to self- disbanded
and self — destroyed.

=  Their second motive is to create a false recognition to the world that Vietnam is a society that
espects freedom of religion. The government created the Cao Dai Branch 1997. This Branch falsely
uses the name of Cao Dai original religion established in 1926, they confiscated the Cao Dai Holy
See Main Temple in Tay Ninh and other temples and facilities that belong to Cao Dai 1926. The
government is using the Branch 1997 to repress and force members of Cao Dai adherents
established 1926 to obey their orders. Those who do not obey their orders will be convicted by the
government as “abusing religious freedom or democratic freedoms to threaten the security of the
government organizations”

- Are the perpetrator(s) known to the victim? Yes, there are pictures of them serve as evidences.

- Are state agents or non-state-actors believed to be responsible for the alleged violation? Yes, the
government and the Cao Dai Branch 1997 must be held responsible for their violations of freedom of
religion of the Cao Dai 1926 adherents.

- If the perpetrators are believed to be State-agents, please specify (police, military, agents of security
services, unit to which they belong, rank and functions, etc.), and indicate why they are believed to be
responsible; be as precise as possible:

The attached pictures and video clips have proven that the government officials and the public security
officers in uniform were present at the scene to supress members of the Cao Dai 1926.



- If identification as State agents is not possible, do you believe that Government authorities or persons
linked to them, are responsible for the incident, why?

The attached pictures and video clips have proven that the government officials and the public security
officers in uniform were present to supress members of the Cao Dai 1926. They wanted to show their
support to the government sactioned 1997 Branch.

- If there are witnesses to the incident, indicate their names, age, relationship and contact address. If they
wish to remain anonymous, indicate if they are relatives, by-passers, etc.; if there is evidence, please

specify.
Withnesses are also victims in this incident names as below:
Last First Year
name name Religion Hometown born Gender
Minh Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Le Chau 1926 Long An Province 1983 | Male
Cao Dai Hamlet #2, Long Thuan commune, Thu Thua District, Long An
Nguyen Van Be 1926 Province 1945 | Male
Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Le Van O 1926 Long An Province 1970 | Male
Cao Dai An Hoa Hamlet, An Ninh Tay commune, Duc Hoa District, Long
Nguyen Thi Lieu 1926 An Province 1950 | Female
Minh Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Tong Hieu 1926 Long An Province 1988 | Male

4. STEPS TAKEN BY THE VICTIM, HIS/HER FAMILY OR ANYONE ELSE ON HIS/HER BEHALF?

- Please indicate if complaints have been filed, when, by whom, and before which State authorities or
competent bodies (i.e. police, prosecutor, court): There were more than 100 signatures from The Popular
Council of Cao Dai Religion 1926 and its members on the letter to request the government to investigate
this incident. (See appendix documents from number 03 to 13)

- Were any other steps taken? No

- Steps taken by the authorities: No

- Indicate whether or not, to your knowledge, there have been investigations by the State authorities; if so,
what kind of investigations? Please indicate progress and status of these investigations as well as which
other measures have been taken? The government will not investigate just like other incidents reported

- In case of complaints by the victim or its family, how have those authorities or other competent bodies
dealt with them? What has been the outcome of those proceedings?

The government will ask the victims to come to their office and will tell the victims that it is a violation to
the Article 258 (threatening the national security) when they badmouth the government.

5. IDENTITY OF THE PERSON OR INSTITUTION SUBMITTING THIS FORM

- Family name: Duong

- First name: Katie

- Contact address: 3112 North Jupiter Road, Suite 216, Garland, Texas 75044, United States

- Telephone: 1-469-525-3356

- Status: individual, group, non-governmental organization, religious or belief group, inter-governmental
agency, Government. Please specify: The Popular Council of Cao Dai 1926 Religion.

- Do you act with knowledge and on behalf of the victim(s)? Yes

- Please state whether you want your identity to be kept confidential: No

Date you are submitting this form: December 10, 2015
Signature of the author
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Please refer to the appendices in the following pages:

APPENDICES
Appendix 01:
List of the Victims and also Witnesses
Last First Year
name name Religion Hometown born Gender
Minh Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Le Chau 1926 Long An Province 1983 | Male
Cao Dai Hamlet #2, Long Thuan commune, Thu Thua District, Long An
Nguyen Van Be 1926 Province 1945 | Male
Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Le Van O 1926 Long An Province 1970 | Male
Cao Dai An Hoa Hamlet, An Ninh Tay commune, Duc Hoa District, Long
Nguyen Thi Lieu 1926 An Province 1950 | Female
Minh Cao Dai An Hiep Hamlet, An Ninh Dong commune, Duc Hoa District,
Tong Hieu 1926 Long An Province 1988 | Male

Photos: Photos 01 to 08 related to Section 3 of the Report: Information regarding the Alleged Violation

Photo 01:Local Managerial Committee of Branch 1997 showed up at Cao Thi Chinh’s home causing troubles




Photo 03: Branch 1997 and thugs attacked Cao Dal 1926 members in front of the public security agents

03: Con dd tin cong trw¢@mit cong an




Photo 07: A public security agent tried to pull off the telephone plug of the house; member of Cao Dai 1926
resisted him, still he (the agent) threatened the victim.

Photo 08: Branch 1997 continued to intimidate the Cao Dai 1926 members while they were conducting the
ceremony

lquay pha

Videos related to Section 3 of the Report:

Link to Video 01: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqGtnkhlouw: 51 seconds
Link to Video 02: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZunOvKGGbhQ: 49 seconds
Link to Video 03: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3TWeW5Shh8: 40 seconds
Link to Video 04: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlvpOadnWNI: 1 minute

Documentations:
e Photos 1 & 2 below: Official letter No. 42/90 dated October 14, 2015 of Branch 1997 ordered their
local Managerial Committees using forces to prevent the Cao Dai 1926 members from conducting

any religious activities:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqGtnkhIouw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zun0vKGGbhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3TWeW5Shh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIvp0adnWNI







e Petition of Cao Dai 1926 requesting the government to investigate: This is related to section 4 of
the report, Steps taken by the victim, his/her family or anyone else on his/her behalf.
(The translated text is followed the Viethamese petition below)

CONG HOA XA HOQI CHU NGHIA VIET NAM.
Doc 1ap — Ty do — Hanh phuc.

TO YEU CAU DIEU TRA
“v/v: Chi phai 1997 ra vén thu 42/90 ngay 14/10/2015 vi pham quyén ty do
ton gido va khing b nguoi theo Pao Cao Pai 14p ndam 1926”.

Kinh géi:

. Chinh quyén Tinh T4y Ninh.

. Doan dan biéu Quéc Héi Tinh T4y Ninh.

. Ban Tén Gido Chinh Phu (Ha Ngi).

. Mt Tran T Québc Trung uong (Ha Noi).

. Thi Tuéng Chinh Phu.

Chiing t6i 12 nhimg cong dan Viét Nam theo Dai Dao Tam Ky Phé P9 hay
Dao Cao Dai lép nam 1926 dong ky tén theo danh sach dudi day yéu cau qui vi
cho diéu tra va xir 1y theo phap luat viéc 6ng Nguyén Thanh Tdm Chudng Quan
Hoi Thénh chi phdi 18p ngdy 09/05/1997, va Ban dai dign Hoi Thanh Tinh Tay
Ninh vi pham quyén ti do tén gido va khiing b ngudi Pao Cao Dai 1ap nam 1926
tai van thu s§ 42/90 ngay 14/10/2015 nhu sau:

I/~ Vi pham va khung bb tir vin thu 42/90.

Hbi Thanh do dng Nguyén Thanh Tém lanh dao d4 ra linh cho Ban Pai Dién
Hoi Thanh Tinh Tay Ninh ra van thu s6 42/90 ngay 14/10/2015. Tai trang 01 myc
s0 02 viet:

2/- Vin dgng luc lugng chirc viéc, nhdn vién cdc ban bg, cua Dao dén gidi

tdn nhém ngueoi néi trén béng nhiéu hinh thirc ngdn chén, cuong quyét khong cho
ho thuc hién.

Xin qui cip 1am rd ludt phép nao, chinh quyen cap nao da ban quyen cho chi
phai Iap ngay 09/05/1997 quyen hanh xit nhu con dd va khing bd nhur trén ma
khong cin dén sur giai quyét cua chinh quyén bang van ban minh bach theo thu tuc
hanh chanh?

Ai da dung dudng va cho phép Chi phdi 1997 nhay mua trén phép luat va
cong khai khiing bo ngudi DPao Cao Pai nam 1926 den vay.

Khi cép phap nhan cho chi phai 1997 chinh phu c6 kém theo diéu kién nao
cho phép chi phai 1997 dugc quyén hanh xir theo con db va khiing bd hay khong?
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II/- Thye té: Vin thu 42/90 d ra dan em c6n dd va khing bd.

Van thu 42/90 thé hién tinh chét khing bd ctia con dd nén dé ra hang dan em
con dd, khing bé ngudi Pao Cao Pai 1m nho bén x4 hdi dién hinh sau day:

1/- Ngay 19/11/2015 Pao Hiru Nguyén Thi Héng sinh nim 1961 ngy tai Ap

Cly Xiéng, X4 Pdng Khéi, Huyén Chau Thanh, Tinh Tiy Ninh td chuc L&
Thuong Tugng theo nghi 1 Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé D6 hay Pao Cao Dai nim 1926.

Gia chi moi ddng dao dén ciu nguyén trong ngdy Thugng Tugng tai tu gia.

Ban Cai Quén Thénh Thét Dong Khéi hiép véi céc ho dao nhu Tan Bién,
Chau Thanh, Thanh Pién, An Co... &n hanh hung va khing bo...

Sy vige dlen ra ngay trugc mét cong an 113, cong an Xa DPdng Khéi... Chinh
cong an mic sic phyc di quay ph1m rét diy du (Anh s0 01 va 02)

4nh 1: Cong an quay phim anh 2: Coéng an X3 quay phim

D6 1a chimg cit hop phap tir chinh quyén.

Céc anh chyp va phim quay dugc cho thiy su con dd va khing bd cua chi
phai 1997 dién ra ngay trude mét c4c cong an va dién ra nhiéu l4n.

Tham chi chi phai 1997 va con do da d4p pha xe cia ddng dao Vinh Long
dén dy 18. Sau d6 chinh quyén diéu xe vé Uy Ban X3 Ddng Khéi bat nan nhan viét
tudng trinh, ké khai Iy lich... con ké khiing b6 thi nhén nho...

Néu vi Iy do gi ma hinh anh khéng dly du chiing t6i xin cung chp thém.

2/- Ngay 12/11/2015 Pao Hiru Pham Kim Anh sinh nim 1964 ngy tai Ap
Trudng Ciru, X Truong Hoa, Huyén Hoa Thanh Tinh T4y Ninh t6 chirc L& Dai
Tudng cho than mAu 1 ba Nguyén Thi Ty 89 tudi.

Ba Ty c6 di chiic: Moi ngudi Dao Cao Dai ham 1926 dén lo tang 1&. Ba. Anh
1am theo di chic... Gido Hiru Thugng Hung Thanh d4 din nhiéu nguoi tir nhiéu ho
Pao khac dén can tré va giy su va khing bb tai noi hanh L& Pai Tudng.

Chinh tay Gido Hiru Thugng Hing Thanh Trudng ban cai quan cua chi phai
1ap nam 1997 da hat d4 ban 3n khi d@dng dao dang ding com.
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Cong an x4, Chu Tich Mt Tran X4 sau d6 c6 dén h1¢n truong chup hinh va
quay phim day du... Gigo hitu Hing 1a thi pham khing bd ma Bién Béan chinh
quyén ghi dbi twong la dén quay pha...

Coéng an xa c6 dén hién truong 1ap bién ban (Anh sb 03 va 04).
= s ———

=)

anh 3: Ngudi dao dang dung com, | 4nh 2: Cong an Xa Truong Hoa léb
Giéo hiru Hung hat ban com... bién ban viét doi tuong la quiy pha

D6 1a chimg cir hgp phap tir chinh quyén.
Néu vi Iy do gi ma hinh anh hay phim quay khéng dy du ching t6i xin cung
cép thém.

3/- Ngay 11/11/2015 Dao Hiru Cao Thj Chinh sinh nim 1974 ngu tai Ap
Cim Binh, X4 Cdm Giang, Huyén Go Diu, Tinh Tay Ninh Thuqng Tugng tai tur
gia thi L& Sanh Thuqng Chéau Thanh Truong ban ca1 quén LZ& Sanh Thugng Nghia
Thanh Pho ban cai quan cliing mét s6 thanh vién t6 nghi 1& d4n c6n dd tran vao nha
gdy rbi va khing b6 khi dang hanh 18,

Céng an X3 Cim Giang d4 dén hién truang nhung khong 148p bién bén tai
hién trudng. (Anh 05 va 06).

anh 5: Céng an c6 mit tai hién trudng 4nh 2: Cong an va Ban cai quan
ngay khi chi phai 1997 quiy pha tai hién trudng.
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Cong an xd CAm Giang c6 mit tai chd va ghi nhén sy viéc diy du.

D6 14 ching cir hop phap tir chinh quyén.

Néu vi Iy do gi ma hinh anh va phim quay khéng ddy dii chiing ti xin cung
cfip thém.

Kinh chinh quyén c4c cp. . .

Theo phap luat nha nuéc hign nay qui dinh: moi cdng dén déu c6 quyén tu
do tin ngudng va ty do khéng tin ngudng. Khéng ai dugc quyén vi pham céc
quyén y.

Chi phai 13p ngdy 09/05/1997 do éng Nguyén Thanh Tém lanh dao da can
tré quyén tyr do tin ngudng ciia ngudi theo Pao Cao Pai 18p ndm 1926 dién ra da
nhidu nm nay va qui mé ngdy mét 16n, cudmg do ngay mot gay git dén do ngang
nhién khiing bé...

Ngay 14/10/2015 chi phai 1997 ra van thu 42/90 day dan em két hop thanh
s6 dong va hanh xt theo céch ciia con db va khiing b8. Cho nén d6 1a sy can tré va
khiing b6 c6 hé théng va c6 té chirc.

Do vy chiing tbi yéu cau chinh quyén mé cude didu tra cac vi pham, céc sy
khiing b6 trén va xir Iy theo phép luat.

Néu trong 30 (ba muoi) ngéy lam vig¢c ma qui vi khéng c6 van ban huéng
dén hay théng béo cach gidi quyét thi ching t6i s& dén try s& hanh chanh nhe qui
vi cho van ban huéng din hay giai quyét cu thé.

Dia chi lién lac va nhan van ban héi dap:

. V& Vin Quang nha s6 214 DPudng Nguyén Van Kha T6 09, Khu ph 03, Thi
Trén Cii Chi, TP H) Chi Minh. Dién Thogi s6: 01639 540 129.
Lién lac qua email:

hoabinhchungsong220513@yahoo.com hay ngoctung963@gmail.com
(Pinh kém van thu s 42/90 ngay 14/10/2015)

Vigt Nam ngay 21/11/2015.

/

V5 Van Quang,

Pbng ky tén va chju trdch nhiém.
(Danh sach ky tén dinh kém).
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Translated Text SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
Independence- Freedom — Happiness
PETITION REQUESTING FOR INVESTIGATION
Ref: Branch 1997 issuing official letter 42/90 dated October 14, 2015 in violation of
Religious Freedom and Terrorizing Members of the Cao Dai established in 1926
To:

- The Provincial Government of Tay Ninh

- Members of Parliament representing Tay Ninh Province
- Committee of Government Religious Affairs (in Hanoi)

- Fatherland Front (in Hanoi)

- The Prime Minister

We are members of The Third Universal Redemption Religion or Cao Dai Religion established in 1926
signing below hereby request that an investigation be conducted in the case related to Mr. Nguyen Thanh
Tam, head of the Religious Branch established on May 9, 1997 and its Managerial Committee of Tay Ninh
province violating religious freedom and threatening the followers of Cao Dai religion established in 1926
per their official letter 42/90 dated October 14, 2015.

Following are the reasons for the request:

I- Violation and Terrorizing per Letter 42/90:

The religious Branch led by Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tam had ordered its Tay Ninh provincial division to
issue an official letter 42/90 dated October 14, 2015. On page 1, item 2 of the letter stated: mobilizing
responsible officials, personnel and cadres of the Branch to disperse the group of people cited above by all
means to prevent them from conducting their planned service.

Please clarify what law and what level of the government have given the Branch established on
May 9, 1997 the authority to terrorize and act like thugs without a government resolution issued in
accordance with the administrative procedure?

Who nurtured and authorized the Branch1997 to act regardless the laws and openly terrorized Cao
Dai 1926 members as such.

When the government granted the Branch 1997 as a legal entity, were any terms and conditions
included allowing them to act like thugs and terrorize others?

II- Actually Official Letter 42/90 gave birth to the thugs and terrorists:
Official Letter 42/90 reflected the nature of terrorism of thugs; thus, giving birth to the subservient
thugs, terrorizing members of Cao Dai religion to darken the face of society, specifically:

1. On November 19, 2015 adherent Nguyen Thi Hong born in 1961, residing in Cay Xieng
hamlet, Dong Khoi commune, Chau Thanh district, Tay Ninh province, held a ceremony of
“Installing the Divine Eye Banner on the Altar” at her home in accordance with the ritual
of The Third Universal Redemption Religion or Cao Dai Religion established in 1926. She
invited several followers of Cao Dai 1926 to attend the ceremony at her home.

The Managerial Committee of Dong Khoi temple and other members of Tan Bien, Chau

Thanh, Thanh Dien, An Co districts...(of the 1997 Branch) came and attacked,
terrorized...(members of Cao Dai 1926).

The incident occurred in front of the public security 113, public security of Dong Khoi
commune....The public security agent in uniform recorded the incident on their video
camera (see pictures embedded on pages 1& 2 of the Vietnamese petition). That is the
legal evidence obtained by the government.

The photos and recorded videos showed the acts of thugs and terrorists of the Branch 1997
happening right in front of the public security; these images repeated again and again.
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Moreover, the Branch 1997 and thugs also caused damages to motorbikes of the adherents
coming from Vinh Long. Afterwards, government officials escorted the victims to the Dong
Khoi commune office to write report, put down personal information... and the ones

who terrorized them were untouched by the officials.

If the images of the incident were not clear or insufficient, we will provide some more.

2. On November 12, 2015 adherent Pham Kim Anh born in 1964 residing in Truong Cuu
hamlet, Truong Hoa commune, Hoa Thanh district, Tay Ninh province commemorated the
end of the mourning period for her mother- Mrs Nguyen Thi Ty passed away at age 89.
Mrs. Ty left a will requesting that adherents of Cao Dai 1926 be invited to help preparing

funeral service and related ceremonies. She followed the will and invited adherents to
attend the ceremony at her home...Mr. Thuong Hung Thanh, adherent of Branch 1997,
gathered several of their members coming from different localities; they came to obstruct,
caused troubles and terrorized members (of Cao Dai 1926) at the scene where the
ceremony was being held.

Thuong Hung Thanh, head of the local managerial committee of Branch 1997, overturned
the table where members of Cao Dai 1926 were dining after the ceremony.

The commune public security and chair of the commune Fatherland Front also showed up
at the scene to take pictures and video recording. Adherent Hung Thanh is one of the
perpetrators, while the government report indicated that he was a stranger coming to
create disturbance.

Public security of the commune came to the scene and made the report (See pictures 3 & 4
on page 3 of the Vietnamese petition above). All of these are the evidences obtained by
the government officials. If additional information is needed, we will provide it to you.

3. On November 11, 2015 adherent Cao Thi Chinh born in 1974 residing in Cam Binh hamlet,
Cam Giang commune, Go Dau district, Tay Ninh province held a ceremony of “Installing
the Divine Eye Banner on the Altar” at her home. Student Priest Thuong Chau Thanh
(head of the local Cao Dai Branch 1997), Student Priest Thuong Nghia Thanh (deputy chief
of the local Cao Dai Branch 1997), members of the ceremonial group and thugs burst into
her home causing troubles and terrorized (Cao Dai 1926 members) when the ceremony
was ongoing.

Public security of Cam Giang commune also came to the scene, but did not make the report
onsite (See pictures 5 and 6 on page 3 of the Vietnamese petition). They do have all of the
information of the incident. Those are legal evidence obtained from the government.

If additional information is needed, we will provide it to you.

Dear all Government Officials:

According to the law, all citizens have their rights to Religious Freedom and freedom for not having a
religion. Nobody may violate these rights.

The Branch established May 9, 1997 currently led by Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tam has impeded the right to
Religious Freedom of the members following the Cao Dai religion established in 1926. This condition has
occurred for the last several years and became more aggravated, and the intensity became higher day by
day, such that they openly terrorized (members of the Cao Dai 1926)....

On October 14, 2015 they issued an official letter 42/90 taught their subordinates to unite in large groups
and to act like thugs and to terrorize. That is the systematic and well-organized impediment and terror.

Therefore, we request the government to conduct an investigation of these violations, and of the terrorist
acts cited above and apply appropriate measures against those perpetrators according to the laws.

Within 30 working days if you do not issue a guiding memorandum or an official letter announcing how to
resolve this matter we will come to the corresponding administrative office to request a guiding memo or a
specific solution to this problem.

14



The contact information and address receiving your responses:

Vo Van Quang, 214 Nguyen Van Kha Street, Group 9, Quarter 3, town of Cu Chi, Hochiminh city, Telephone:

01639 540 129
Email address: hoabinhchungsong220513@yahoo.com or ngoctung963@gmail.com

Attachment: (Branch 1997) official letter No.42/90 dated October 14, 2015.
Viet Nam, November 21, 2015
Contact Representative

Vo Van Quang (signed)

List of co-signees is attached
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