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The Third Amnesty of God 
75th Year 

Tay Ninh Holy See 
Overseas Missionary Organization 

 
DECLARATION (July 3, 2000) 

 
● Pursuant to the Sacred Constitution and New Codes of the Third Amnesty of God, 
● Pursuant to the 1938 (Year of the Tiger) Law and the Eight Religious Decrees prescribing the 

organization of the Cao Dai Church of the Tay Ninh Holy See(“Cao Dai Church”), 
● Pursuant to the 1965 Charter of the Third Amnesty of God of the Tay Ninh Holy See, 
● Pursuant to the affirmation of Vietnamese citizens’ freedom of belief and religion in the 1992 

Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
● Pursuant to the clause “the State shall not interfere in religious organizations’ internal affairs” in 

Law No. 234/SL of 6-14-1955 of the Vietnamese Communist Government, 
● Pursuant to recommendations, petitions, and written protests submitted by clergy members, 

functionaries, and adherents of the Cao Dai Church (both in Vietnam and overseas) - reflecting 
Cao Dai adherents’ peaceful approach, respect for religious doctrine, and compliance with 
prevailing laws, but also reflecting our determined opposition to the Communist Government’s 
forceful interference in the Cao Dai Church’s internal affairs; our refusal to recognize the so-
called “Governing Council” or whatever it issued under the government’s direction, aiming to 
destroy the Cao Dai Church; and our refusal to recognize the list of Ordainments and 
promotions of clergy members and functionaries - all designated by the government whose 
objective is to control the 5 million Cao Dai adherents. 

● Pursuant to the wish of the Cao Dai representatives from many parts of the world attending the 
4th Overseas Cao Dai Conference in the Washington, DC area temple on July 2 and 3, 2000, 

 
HEREBY ISSUE THE FOLLOWING FINDINGS 

 
1. After taking South Vietnam by force on April 30, 1975, the Communist government has taken 

draconian measures to tightly control all religious organizations (Resolution 297/CP of 11-11-
1977 of the Ministerial Council of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam). The regime quickly began 
its operation aimed at destroying the Cao Dai Church through prohibiting religious activities, 
arresting, detaining, or incarcerating in labor camps, or killing several leading clergy members; 
forbidding adherents to use their religious facilities in the Holy See and other locations though 
the Tay Ninh Province Government’s resolution of 12-13-1978. 

2. From 1979 to 1996 the Communist regime carried out a more violent suppression of the Cao Dai 
Church through detention without court trials, sham trials after charging the victims with 
engaging in reactionary activities or activities aimed at opposing the regime. Many clergy 
members, functionaries, and adherents were thus victimized, including a number of those who 
were sentenced to death or life in prison. The regime also forced the Cao Dai religious 
leadership to issue Religious Order No. 01/HTDL of March 1, 1979 to dismantle the entire Cao 
Dai Church structure and establish a Governing Council not specified in the Sacred Constitution 
and the New Codes. This council was to be controlled by the Fatherland Front and the Tay Ninh 
Province government. Based on this, the Tay Ninh Province government issued Resolution 
124/NQ on June 4, 1980, to recognize the so-called “Governing Council” which is under the Tay 
Ninh Province government’s control; to formally dissolve the Cao Dai Church, forbid its 
adherents from conducting any religious activity, confiscate its properties; ban and forbid the 
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publication or dissemination of Cao Dai Church’s revelations from spiritist seances, divine 
teachings, divinely inspired religious doctrine, religious publications, and sermons. Furthermore, 
the Cao Dai Church must seek approval from the Ministerial Council for its activities in the Holy 
See and elsewhere (Decree 69/HDBT OF 3-21-1991). 

3. In response to the intervention of the executive and legislative branches of foreign nations, and 
advocacy by international human rights/religious freedom organizations, beginning in 1996 the 
Communist government took measures that give the appearance of a more lenient policy 
towards the Church but were really aimed at destroying Cao Dai Church in a more devious and 
discreet way. The Communists’ strategy consisted of granting legal personality to the Cao Dai 
Church, approving the April 5, 1997 charter prepared by the Governing Council (under the 
direction of the Tay Ninh Province government). The government’s objective is to: (a) strip away 
the divine underpinning of the Cao Dai Church that the Supreme Being had established through 
communication with the founders using spiritist seances; (b) turn the Church into an 
organization established by mortals; (c) dismantle the Church’s administrative structure 
(structure prescribed in the Sacred Constitution and New Codes); (d) concentrate the leadership 
authority in the Governing Council which is a puppet of the Tay Ninh Province government. This 
government’s policy of complete interference in the Church’s internal affairs can be seen in the 
01-84/KH/TU Strategy of 5-27-1996 issued by the Communist Party Secretariat of Tay Ninh 
Province for implementing the Central Secretariat of the Communist Party’s Announcement No. 
34/BBT of 11-14-1992 on the State’s policy towards the Cao Dai Church; Decision 42/QD/TU of 
5-29-1996 issued by the Communist Party Secretariat of Tay Ninh Province to establish a 
Steering Committee to oversee the Cao Dai Church; Decision 10/QD/TGCP of May 9, 1997 issued 
by the Central Religious Affairs Committee approving the Charter and the 1997 By-Laws on 
Ordainment and Promotion Supplications. 

4. After Mr. Abdelfattah Amor, United Nations Special Rapporteur of Freedom of Belief and 
Religion, visited Vietnam to assess the status of this right, the Communist government did not 
change its approach. Actually it tightened its control through issuing Document 584/TGCP-V3 on 
11-15-1999 directing the Governing Council to ordain and promote clergy members, and, 
subsequently, in a meeting of the so called “Church” in the Holy See Temple that the Governing 
Council convened on 11-23-1999 to review the list of proposed Ordainments and promotions, a 
number of government officials were present to give directions and push back dissent. 

 
In consideration of the above findings, we, the overseas-based Cao Dai Church representatives 
attending the 4th Overseas Cao Dai Conference, hereby issue the following statement: 

STATEMENT 

1. We announce to  the executive and legislative branches of all democratic nations, the UN, and 
all  international human rights/religious freedom advocacy organizations that the Vietnamese 
Communist regime continues to implement its policy of violating the Cao Dai Church’s freedom 
of religion, aiming to destroy the Church. 

2. We strongly protest the Vietnamese Communist regime’s policy directed at destroying the Cao 
Dai Church. We request this government to comply with its Constitution and laws related to 
human rights and religious freedom through stopping its interference in the Church’s internal 
affairs. 

3. We resolutely refuse to recognize the so-called Governing Council and the 1999 list of 
ordainments and promotions because the Communist regime created the council and all 
documents issued by the council reflect this government’s directions. 
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4. We request the Communist government to return to the Cao Dai Church of the Holy See Tay 
Ninh Temple and all its properties that it had seized, to comply with the Sacred Constitution and 
New Codes as was the situation before 1975. 

5. For the sake of the future of our Church, we respectfully urge the members of the Church’s 
Executive Body, Legislative Body, and Charitable Programs Group to provide spiritual guidance 
to all Church members so that we can re-establish our Church’s authority, and resolutely stop all 
attempts at undermining our Church at the behest of the evil Governing Council, 

    Prepared in Washington, DC, USA, on July 3, 2000 
    All participants at the 4th Overseas Cao Dai Conference in the  

Washington, DC area signed below 
 

OVERSEAS MISSIONARY ORGANIZATION 
SIGNATURES FOR STATEMENT 

By the Participants at the 4th Overseas Cao Dai Conference 
Washington, DC, July 2 and 3, 2000 

 

No. Name Position Home Temple Signature 

1 Canh Quang Tran Sub-dignitary Washington, DC signed 

2 Thanh Van Le Adherent Washington, DC signed 

 etc.    

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----- 

I, Tien D. Nguyen, certify that I am fluent in the English and Vietnamese languages, and that the above is 

an accurate translation from Vietnamese of the document whose title appears at the top of this document. 

 

Signature:    

Signed by Tien Nguyen in Falls Church City, Virginia, on 2/14/2018 
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