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DECLARATION (12-23-1999) 

On the Governing Council’s Inappropriate Process for Ordainment and 

Promotion of a Number of Clergy Members and Functionaries 

● Pursuant to the Sacred Constitution and New Codes 
● Pursuant to the Law issued in the Year of the Tiger and Religious Decree No. 1 (from the Eight 

Religious Decrees) 
THE FOLLOWING FINDINGS WERE ARRIVED AT: 

Finding 1: The Sacred Constitution is the Supreme Being’s eternal edict and the New Codes were divinely 
inspired and approved by the Supreme Being, with both serving as the foundation of the Cao Dai 
Church’s administrative structure. No mortal power may alter these. Altering these is paramount to 
violating the Cao Dai adherents’ religious freedom. 
Finding 2: The charter issued in the Year of the Ox on April 5, 1997, with its accompanying “By-Laws on 
Ordainment and Promotion Supplications” that was prepared by the Governing Council under the 
Communist government’s direction, completely contradicts the Sacred Constitution and New Codes. All 
the Cao Dai adherents refused to recognize this charter. 
Finding 3: The Governing Council showed that it had misled, in a disrespectful way, Cao Dai adherents 
when it quickly disregarded the charter that it had  issued in the Year of the Ox and its “By-Laws on 
Ordainment and Promotion Supplications”. It did not follow the process that it had prescribed, did not 
care about transparency, and failed to submit the ordainments and promotions to a review at the 
Church-wide Conference that the 2 documents mentioned. The November 23, 1999 conference held at 
the Holy See Temple and called by the Governing Council excluded over ¾ of the current clergy 
members, including 2 bishops, Thai The Thanh and Thuong Nha Thanh. 
Finding 4: The presence of representatives of the Central Government and local government at the 11-
23-1999 at the Holy See showed that the Vietnamese Communist government had completely 
disregarded the Cao Dai Church’s religious freedom through its excessive interference in the Church’s 
internal affairs. 
In view of the aforementioned facts, all of us - overseas-based clergy members, functionaries, and 
adherents, agreed to: 
1. Not recognize the list of ordainments and promotions prepared and approved by the Governing 
Council at the 11-23-2017 meeting at the Holy See because the Governing Council failed to follow the 
rules and procedures in the Sacred Constitution and New Codes. 
2. Request the Vietnamese Communist government to stop interfering in the Cao Dai Church’s internal 
affairs and “leave it up to the religious organization to handle its own affairs”. 
3. Urge the clergy members of the following entities within the Cao Dai Church of the Tay Ninh Holy See: 
Executive Body, Legislative Body, and Charitable Programs Group, to resolutely oppose the Governing 
Council’s efforts aimed at dismantling the Cao Dai Church’s laws and administrative structure in a 
conspiracy to turn a divinely inspired religion into a religion run by mortals. 
4. Reporting the continuing persecution of the Cao Dai Church and violation of its religious freedom by 
the Vietnamese Communist government to organizations of the United Nations, foreign governments, 
and international organizations advocating human rights and religious freedom. 
 
    Prepared in Washington, DC, USA, on December 23, 1999 
Policy Council 
Lay Preacher Thai Cam Thanh (signed) 
Lay Preacher Thuong Mang Thanh (signed) 
Lay Preacher Thuong Ngoc Thanh (signed)   

Seal of the Cao Dai Church’s Overseas Missionary Organization 
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Representatives Council 
Parish Committee Chairman Canh Quang Tran, Chair (signed) 
     Seal of the Cao Dai Church’s Mystic Group 
Oversight Body 
Mystic Group Legal Assistant Luc Van La (signed) 
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