Commentary

Spring enjoyment at the start of the millennium:
Concerns about our Church’s future in the coming days

Parish Committee Chairman Canh Quang Tran

Virtually all our fellow adherents in Vietnam feel upbeat about the Church’s future in this year, Year
2000. Trusting that the Supreme Being intends to turn things around, they believe that evil designs will
be foiled by divine predetermination.

According to rumors circulating in Vietnam a few months earlier, Archbishop Thuong Tho Thanh was
about to be promoted to cardinal as part of a plan to establish a “Unified Cao Dai Church” with three
cardinals, the other two being with the offshoot denomination (one of these is rumored to be a
Communist Party member and former senior government official). However, Archbishop Thugng Tho
Thanh's death interrupted everything, leading Church members in Vietnam to speculate that the
Supreme Being’s design had caused this. Consequently, their faith surged.

Comments on the 11-23-1999 list of ordainments and promotions

Subsequently, Catechist Thugng Tam Thanh, backed by the Central Religious Affairs Committee’s Letter
No 584/TGCP-V3 of November 19, 1999, assumed the position of Governing Council Chairman after
signing a self-promotion order. Four days later, on November 23, 1999, Catechist Thwgng Tdm Thanh, as
the Governing Council Chairman, presided over a meeting in the Main Temple of the Holy See, with
eight officials from the Central and local governments in attendance for the purpose of reviewing and
approving the ordainments, appointments, or promotions of the clergy members and functionaries
whose names were on a pre-selected list. 317 were promoted and 1197 were appointed or ordained.
Most noteworthy were the following promotions: Huwong Ngo from bishop to cardinal, and, from
catechist to bishop, Thugng Tdm Thanh, Thai Y Thanh, Thai Thién Thanh, Ngoc T4n Thanh, and two
female catechists.

We noted three problems associated with the approval of the ordainments and promotions supplication
list. They are:

1. The process did not conform to what the Sacred Constitution and the New Codes prescribed,
nor to Articles 1 through 8, Section 1 of the April 5, 1997 “By-laws for Promotion and
Ordainment Supplications Based on Nomination” prepared by the Governing Council under the
Tay Ninh Province government’s direction.

2. In particular, there are two violations in Article 7:

a. Article 7 specifies: “when there is a shortage of clergy members of various ranks, clergy
members currently of the same rank should nominate candidates for promotion within their
rank”. But who are included in the group of “clergy members currently of the same rank”?
Everyone knows that only clergy members who are currently on the Governing Council may
nominate candidates whereas all the others are left out of the process. For instance, 4 catechists
were publicly nominated for promotion to bishop through a process involving each of them
being nominated by the others within their group of 4. In the case of Bishop Huong Ngb, nobody
knew who promoted him to cardinal.



b. Also, per Article 7, “... and then submit the list for approval through a resolution at the
Sacerdotal Council Congress.” The November 23, 1999 meeting at the Holy See Temple did not
qualify as the Sacerdotal Council Congress because only a number of Governing Council
members and government representatives attended.

Aside from the aforementioned issues, the Governing Council failed to follow the procedures for
submitting and receiving applications, nomination, etc. Furthermore, while the overly lengthy
requirements pertaining to ordainments and promotions in Articles 9 and 10 contain only a single salient
point, what is officially considered a violation of temporal behavior rules”. In brief, the “List of
Ordainments and Promotions” reflected predetermination by the government rather than a true
nomination process.

3. The government’s blatant interference in the Cao Dai Church’s internal affairs permeates every
step, i.e., screening each applicant’s background, conformance with certain requirements, past
religious activities, and aspects of private life related to the loyalty to the regime, and finally,
government representatives attending the meeting at the Holy See Temple to personally
enforce compliance with the regime’s predetermination of ordainments and promotions.

How did the people in Vietnam react to the “List of Ordainments and Promotions”? First, a number of
them did not express concerns because they have faith in the Supreme Being and the Cao Dai Church’s
future, and feel upbeat about the potential for positive developments beginning in mid-2000, after the
U.S. President visits Vietnam. These people also believe that those whose names are on the list were
effectively marked for divine judgment for betraying their Teacher and Faith, as the Supreme Being had
announced: “You shall see for yourself what | will do”.

Concerns about our Church’s future in the coming days

We thought that the landscape of human rights and freedom of religion and belief in Vietnam would
undergo changes before the visit of the U.S. President. What would the changes be within the Cao Dai
Church? We can think of three scenarios:

Scenario 1: Catechist Thwgng Tdm Thanh has been promoted to bishop and put in charge of the
Governing Council. The Vietnamese Communist government would maintain this state of affairs. The
government would suspend its activities intended to unify the Cao Dai Church because the offshoot
denomination’s 2 current cardinals would outrank “Bishop” Thuwgng Tam Thanh. If this came to pass, the
adherents of the Cao Dai Church of the Tay Ninh Holy See would legitimately decry this chaotic
command chain. The Hanoi government would not want to provide these adherents with such an
opportunity in view of the resulting problems for the regime.

Scenario 2: The government would retreat through disbanding the Governing Council and
allowing the Cao Dai Church of the Tay Ninh Holy See to re-establish its Sacerdotal Council and populate
it with clergy members not associated with the Governing Council. However, this scenario may be
unrealistic because the Vietnamese Communist government would never make such a concession.
Further, the government needs to have a consistent policy towards all religions, including the Buddhist,
Catholic, Protestant, Hoa Hao Buddhist, and Cao Dai Churches. Even the Catholic Church has not seen
any softening of Communist policy in spite of Vatican support and must still tolerate the Communist
government’s vetting of Vatican ordainments.



Scenario 3: The Governing Council’s clergy members and clergy members outside of the
Governing Council will work together on Church affairs. The government would allow the Church to
adopt a new Charter, re-establish an empowered Sacerdotal Council, and dissolve the current Governing
Council. This change is possible, but would all the clergy members be able to work together?

What led us to believe that Scenario 3 may be possible? Long ago, we thought that the Viethamese
Communist government would resolve the Cao Dai Church issue as part of the government’s overall
policy on religious affairs, considering that the government’s current policy is uniform across all
religions.

Currently, all religions in Vietnam are affected by the March 21, 1991 Decree N° 69/HPBT issued by the
Ministerial Council for regulating religious activities. The only way for the government to change its
policy is by replacing this decree with one that is less restrictive.

The Vatican and the Chinese government: Can their relationship be a basis for predicting how the
Vietnamese government’s policy towards religious organizations might evolve?

Vietnam’s approach to human rights and religious freedom must be in line with that of the other South-
East Asian countries, particularly China. China’s tight rein over religious life is similar to that of the rest
of the group of four Communist countries. Also, in view of China’s power, the U.S. leverage on China is
very limited and has to negotiate and compromise. The U.S. seeks to make China improve its human
rights record through U.S. measures that can benefit China’s economy. At the same time, the pope’s
statement made a year ago about his desire to visit China sent signals that the Vatican seeks better
relations with China. We need to recall that 50 years ago, in 1951, China did close down the Holy See’s
apostolic nunciature (embassy). These days one sees several signs pointing to a potential normalization
of the diplomatic relations between the Vatican and China. Currently, 4 million Catholics in China do not
proclaim allegiance to the Pope, but are adherents of the “State-sanctioned Church”. However, 8
million other Catholics worship in secret and still look up to the Vatican. Therefore, to re-establish
diplomatic ties with the Vatican, China must address key issues such as the Holy See’s role in ordaining
bishops and cardinals and relations between the Vatican and Taiwan which China considers as one of its
provinces. In order to resolve these issues, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Holy See’s Secretary of State,
confirmed that the Vatican had been trying to move its nunciature from Taipei (Taiwan) to Beijing to
improve its relations with China. Therefore, there would be two Catholic Churches in China, the one
under the Vatican and represented by its nunciature and the other, “the State-sanctioned Church.”
According to the media, representatives of the Vatican and China have been meeting informally to
discuss a model similar to the one in Vietnam, i.e., the Vatican would recognize China in exchange for
the right to ordain and appoint bishops and cardinals, and to unify the “State sanctioned Church” and
the “Secret Church”. If this model were implemented in China, Vietnam would be seriously affected.

Indications of the Viethamese government and U.S. government’s preparations for resolving the
religious freedom issue

Concerning the Cao Dai Church, the Viethamese government apparently took steps towards some
objective, e.g., its strategy for unifying the Cao Dai Church and its hurried approval of ordainments and
promotions. Is the Vietnamese government planning on gaining complete control over the Church
before the U.S. President’s visit by placing its chosen clergy members in key Church positions, thereby
suppressing dissent? The U.S. may come up with an approach for improving the situation of human
rights and freedom of religion in Vietnam. However, do not think that the U.S. President has no other
agenda during his visit. His highest priority is U.S. interests. U.S. strategic interests underlie U.S. policy
whereas human rights is just a banner that it displays. The U.S. may well trade human rights advocacy



for its own strategic interests. “Switch to a fresh horse on a long trip; replace a broken string on a
musical instrument with a new one”; or more bluntly: “While sending somebody off through the front
entrance, anticipate someone else coming in through the back door”. South Vietnam was an “outpost in
the war against Communism” while North Vietham was the “front line in the war against imperialism”.
Nowadays Vietnam is still of utility to the U.S. as a firebase used to contain China’s expansion in
Southeast Asia. The U.S. values its strategic interests more than human rights advocacy and one can see
that the U.S. did not list Vietnam among the 15 countries on the U.S. list of countries singled out for
human rights violations. This does not mean that Vietnam respects human rights. Obviously the U.S. did
not want to embarrass Vietnam or it wanted to do Vietnam a small favor before the U.S. President’s
visit.

However, as the foremost world power, the U.S. needs to do something about the human rights
situation in Vietnam, but in a way that does not offend any party. The measures taken by the U.S. would
satisfy Vietnamese religious leaders and show the world that the U.S. is credible while not giving the
appearance that the Vietnamese government yields to U.S. pressure because Vietnam really does not
have to obey the U.S. While the Vietnamese government seems to be more accommodating towards
religious organizations in Vietnam, such as not issuing a rebuttal when religious organizations issued a
memorandum denouncing the government’s religious persecution, or not hampering their flood relief
projects in Central Vietnam’s coastal areas. Moreover, the local government’s attitude towards Most
Venerable Thich Huy&n Quang appears to be softening. At the same time U.S. government officials paid
a visit to various religious organization. Of note, Hanoi allowed a U.S. diplomat named David Young to
visit Most Ven. Huyén Quang and authorized a TV reporter to interview him on the impact of the flood
on this part of the country. At about the same time, a U.S. State Department representative visited
Religious Laws Adjudicator Lé Quang Tan last month. On the other hand, we learned that the Protestant
Churches in the U.S. had reached some kind of understanding with the Hanoi government, and a pastor
who wanted to remain anonymous, revealed that the U.S. government had requested pastors to tone
down their anti-communist statements. Although no one knows for sure, both sides must have
compromised to a degree.

A few thoughts on upcoming changes affecting the Cao Dai Church

Considering the unfavorable trends impacting our Church, we would like to share with you our thoughts
below.

a/ On the Governing Council:

Among the clergy members whose ordainment was divinely approved and who joined the Governing
Council, a number have been fully cooperating with the Communist government for material gains, but
most had to join because of government pressure or concerns about livelihood. Regardless, | believe
that you (addressing the divinely approved clergy members) continue to maintain your faith in the
Supreme Being, the Sacred Constitution, the New Codes, and spiritist séances. You know very well how
different the clergy members with divinely approved ordainments or promotions are from those with
ordainments or promotions resulting from human machinations. Therefore, it is not possible to claim
that you really try to help our Church when joining the Governing Council or accepting the ordainments
or promotions resulting from human machinations. On the contrary, your collaboration with the
government means that you contribute to the destruction of our Church, as evidenced by the followings
a/ The Cao Dai Church is being transformed into a human established cult after the government banned
spiritist seances and began to predetermine which clergy members and functionaries can be appointed,
ordained, or promoted. The Church is being moved further and further away from its divine roots and
will eventually cease to be the divinely-sanctioned Church established by the Supreme Being.



b/The Sacerdotal Council no longer exists after the Governing Council, a government appendage, was
made “the master” of millions of adherents, and the Council’s leaders are chosen not based on their
talent or character, but their loyalty to the Communist Party and its Fatherland Front.

¢/The newly ordained Pious with a dubious past and questionable ethics will eventually replace the
older clergy members in the Governing Council; by then, they will find ways to extinguish the Cao Dai
Church. These religious leaders would be more knowledgeable about Communist doctrine than the
Supreme Being’s doctrine. Religious laws will be replaced by the regime’s secular laws that prescribe
every activity of the entire Church. Evil will prevail.

In summary, considering the future as painted above, we request all clergy members on the Governing
Council to think twice before going through with your ordainment or promotion. Past ordainments and
promotions had been approved by Pope Ly and the Guardian of Laws, but these days the government
has taken over this role. Please think again: By the time you go to Heaven, would Pope Ly and the
Guardian of Laws show their approval? Their approval would raise issues such as why did the Supreme
Being dictate the Sacred Constitution and the New Codes; and why did our predecessors labor to build
up the Church if you were the ones who are going to destroy it? It is our opinion that, during the first
several years following 1975, our country was isolated from the outside world by an iron curtain and the
government strictly controlled all religions. The regime dismantled our Church’s administrative structure
and imprisoned many clergy members, and it was fair to say that a number of clergy members, in
assuming the leadership of the Sacerdotal Council, had a legitimate reason in going with the flow for the
sake of the Church. Much has changed. The Vietnamese Communist government has partially changed
its policy through allowing visitors from abroad and letting Vietnam become gradually more integrated
with the international community. Communism became outdated. Religious persecution has been
slowly decreasing in intensity. For the Cao Dai Church, things have changed from a few years ago: the
UN and international community have noticed us and would react in case the government persecutes
us. Please do not forget that our goal is only to be allowed to practice our religion in accordance with
our religious laws, and not to cause trouble or overthrow the government. Therefore, joining the
Governing Council and assisting the government is not to save our Church but to destroy it. Please think
it over; would your promotion benefit our Church over the next two — three years? Would it bring a
change to our Church? More and more foreign visitors have been coming to the Main Temple but can
you do anything to help them learn about Caodaism? Many local Cao Dai temples are in bad shape but
can you find any money to renovate them? Or are you just waiting for the time to be brought to Heaven
or forced to retire? If so, your “promotion” does not benefit the Church. Please think again about what
you’ve been doing and rise to defend the Sacred Constitution and the New Codes, to prove that you
deserve your past divinely approved promotions or ordainments. Our worldly lifespan is short whereas
we can only lead a meaningful life in the afterlife. Why did you hesitate to step up and defend our
Church? Don’t you want to join Pope Ly and the Guardian of Laws in the afterlife?

Addressing Catechist Thwong Tdm Thanh in particular, we urge you to please reconsider your actions,
and imagine what would happen to our Church under your leadership within the next few years; you
may see that you would do nothing beneficial to our Church. Fame and power are ephemeral, and our
fellow adherents would scorn you. Conversely, if you can see the truth and, turning around, lead our
Church in accordance with the Sacred Constitution and the New Codes, wouldn’t you be the first one
who gets the credit? At that time, needless to say, your fame and power would be felt throughout the
world. You will travel to Europe, Asia, Australia, and America, and all adherents. All clergy members
should remember that divine beings had foreseen our current predicament and given us guidance on
how to save ourselves. May | quote these prophecy verses by the Green Mountain Priest:

“When the Religious Branch is no more,



God'’s Church will be in danger;

Clergy members will love power more than spirituality;

Lay adherents will focus on insubstantial matters;

Those in higher positions will be cowed for fear of falling from such a height;

Those near the bottom could not hope to be heard and therefore would have to resist;
The examination and review system would be marred with dishonesty;

We will need to join forces to reach safety.”

b/ On the Sacerdotal Council of the Cao Dai Church of the Tay Ninh Holy See

As the winds of change buffer our Church, we implore all the clergy members of the Hiep Thien Tower,
Cuu Trung Tower, and Charitable Programs Group to step forward to discharge your duties, set aside
personal animosity, and work together to find a solution or save our Church. We also urge all the clergy
members of the Religious Council to do what is right and submit to the leadership of two bishops - Thai
Thé Thanh and Thugng Nh3 Thanh — the two surviving, highest ranking clergy members whose
promotions were with divine blessing. If all the clergy members worked together, with the support of all
adherents in Vietnam and overseas, the Cao Dai Church would be unified and speak with one voice. The
Communist government would have to listen. Should this came to pass, Pope Ly and the Guardian of
Laws would be on your side when you talk with the government to reach a solution that both the
secular and religious parties could accept. You must not idly wait, but rather should try to do something
so that the divine beings would act and turn things around based on your initiative.

¢/ On the Viethamese Communist Government

The Communist government time and again proffered its “Glorious Nation, Splendid Churches” bait. In
reality they just want to compel religious organizations to submit to government control at the expense
of religious life. Because the government will never allow religious freedom, Churches will never be
“splendid” even if the country was glorious. On the contrary, religious organizations would wither and
become extinct. Therefore, we should change the government’s exhortation to: “Splendid Churches,
Glorious Nation”. Whenever the government respects human rights and freedom of religion, the
country can become prosperous and the world would stop viewing Vietnam as a backwards country. In
addition, because the Supreme Being established the Cao Dai Church in Vietnam, the Vietnamese
people would feel proud. If the world knew more about Caodaism, foreigners would come to Vietnam to
study and learn about the Cao Dai doctrine, and Vietnam and its people would feel honored if Caodaism
spread worldwide. Cao Dai adherents long for the day when the Church is restored so that all can
practice their religion the way the Supreme Being had taught them and disseminate his teachings to the
rest of mankind. No adherent will actively work to overthrow the government or abolish the regime. Cao
Dai adherents are citizens of Vietnam. Wouldn’t the government have less of a burden once the
adherents know happiness, have a stable income, and enjoy the Sacerdotal Council’s support and
protection? Please do not forget that “a religious organization is stronger with secular support; secular
power has more authority with the support of religious organizations”.

Parish Committee Chairman Cdnh Quang Trén

I, Tien D. Nguyen, certify that | am fluent in the English and Vietnamese languages, and that the above is
an accurate translation from Vietnamese of the document whose title appears at the top of this document.

Signature: @\{3 d

Signed by Tien Nguyen in Falls Church City, Virginia, on 2/25/2018



Binh ludn

Huong Xadn dau Thién nién ky:
lo nghi vé Co dao trong nhidng ngay sdp toi

HAu hét quy déng dao & qudc noi déu lac quan
vé tuong lai cia Cd Pao trong nim 2000 nay. Ho
tin tudng ndi su xoay chuyén ctia Bifc Chi Tén.
Ho tin moi viéc déu do Pic Chi Tén sip dat
trudc hét, ta quyén khong thé phé ndi méi Pao
Trdoi.

Vai thdng trudc ddy, dv ludn quéc ndi xén xao
vé viéc Ngai Phéi Su Thugng Tho Thanh sé dudc
thing phdm Pau Su, dé€ hdp véi 2 vi Piu Su cla
Chi Phdi (ma du luan tir 1au cho ring mot trong 2
vi d6 v6n 1a ding vién Cong San va 1a cuu vién
chic cao cdp ciia chinh quyén), thanh lap “Cao
bai Thong Nhit”. Nhung viéc nidy chua thuc
hi€n dugc thi Ngai Phéi Su Thugng Tho Thanh
qui Thién. Du ludn quéc ndi cho ring d6 1a do su
xoay chuyén clia Pwc Chi Tén. Pidc tin cia
ngudi tin d6 ching ta lai ding cao.

Nhan dinh vé danh sich Tan Phong, Tan
Théang ngay 23-11-99

Thé 161, Gido Su Thugng T4m Thanh dudc sy
chdp thuin cla Ban Toén Gido Chénh Phii do
Cong vin s6 584/TGCP-V3 ngay 15-11-99, di ky
Dao linh s§ 01/74 HDCQDL ngay 19/11/99, tu
thing nhiém minh 1am Hoi Trudng Hoi Pdng
Chuong Quan. Bdn ngay sau d6, ngay 23/11/99,
Gido Su Thugng Tdm Thanh véi tr cich Hoéi
Trudng HPCQ da chi toa phién hop tai Pén
Thénh, véi sy hién dién cia 8 vién chifc chinh
quyén trung wong vi dia phuong, d& duyét xét va
chdp thuan danh sich cic Chic Sic vi Chitc
Viéc xin cau phong, ciu thing. Téng cong danh
sdch ndy c6 317 vi xin “Cau thing” va 1192 vj
xin “Céu phong”, trong d6 d4ng k€& nhift 14 Phéi
Su Huong Ngé dugc thing Piu sv, Gido Su

CTS Tran Quang Cénh

Thugng Tdm Thanh dugc thing Phsi Sv, cling
v6i 3 vi Gido Su khdc 1a Thdi Y Thanh, Théi
Thién Thanh, Ngoc Tan Thanh, va 2 vi thudc N
Phdi.

Viéc chdp thuan danh sdch “Ciu phong” va “Ciu
thang” néi trén cho ching ta ¢é 3 nhin xét sau
day:

1. Thid tyc “ciu phong” “cdu thing” di ching
nhitng khong tuan theo PCT va Tan Luit, ma
ciing ching thi hanh ding theo Bing “Diéu
1¢ Cau Phong Ciu Thang theo ludt cong cif”
ngay 5-4-97 do HPCQ soan thdo, dudi su
chi dao ciia chinh quyén tinh T4y Ninh, &
céc diéu tir diéu 1 d&n diéu 8, chuong 1.

2. DPicbiét & diu 7, da c6 2 sy vi pham :

a) Diéu 7 qui dinh “hién tai Chitc Sdc ¢ cdc
phdm cap chua dii s6 quy dinh, nén Chitc Sdc
hién cé cap phdm nao xiim nhau cong cut theo
cdp phdm dé”. “Chic sic hién c6” 1a nhitng
vi nao? Ai ciing bi€t chi c6 nhitng Chic Sic
thugc HDCQ mdi duge bd phi€u cong ct,
con nhitng Chite Sic ngoii HPCQ thi bi bd
ra ngoai. Thi du dién hinh: 4 vi Gido Su dugc
cdng clf 1é€n Phéi Su. Chi ¢6 4 vi niy “xim
nhau cong cir” 14n nhau d€ (4t ci ciing lén
phdm Phéi Su. Trudng hgp Phéi Su Hudng
Ngd thing phim Dau Su do ai bd phi€u
cng ci?

b) Ciing theo diéu 7: “.. réi théng qua danh
sdch cho dai héi Hi Thdnh biéu quyér”.
Phién hop tai Pén Thanh ngay 23-11-99 néi
trén khong phai 1a Pai Héi Hoi Thdnh ma
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chi 12 phién hop gdm moét s chiic sic HDCQ
va mdt s& vién chitc chinh quyén ma théi.

Trén ddy l1a vai diém chinh y&u, con nhiéu vin
dé khic HPCQ ciing khéng ton trong, nhu thd
tuc ndp ddn, nhin don, thi tuc cdng ¢t v.v... va
tuy diéu kién d€ xin ciu phong cdu thing dugc
quy dinh & diéu 9 — diéu 10 dai 1& thé, nhung chi
c6 mdt di€m chinh yéu 1a diém ma chinh quyén
cho 12 vi pham “luit phdp DdJi.” Néi ngin gon,
danh sdch “Cau Phong Ciu Thing” khong phai
do cdng cir ma 1a dugc chi dinh trude dudi sy chi
dao clia chinh quyén.

3. Su can thiép tring trgn cda chinh quyén vao
ndi bd Ton gido Cao Bai qua tirng giai doan
mdt, nhu xét 1y lich, xét diéu kién d¢€ nhin
don, xét qué trinh hanh dao va ddi séng
riéng tu c6 trung thinh véi ch&é dd hay
khong, sau cing cdc vién chic chinh quyén
cdn hién dién trong phién hop tai Dén Thanh
d€ 1am 4p lyc va dé trye tiép c6 quyét dinh
vao danh sich Ciu Phong va Ciu Thing néi
trén.

Du ludn quéc nodi ra sao vé danh sidch “Ciu
Phong C4u Thing” néi trén? Trudc hét, mot s6 vi
da td ra khdng quan tim dé&€n danh séch d6, vi ho
c6 dic tin ndi Pitc Chi Tén, tin vdo tudng lai cia
Pao Cao Daii, tin vio nhitng bi€n chuyén thuin
10i sdp dé&n trong nim 2000 do cudc viéng thim
VN cia TT Hoa Ky vio giita nim nay. Qui vi dé
clng cho ring danh sich Ciu Phong Ciu Thing
d6 chinh 12 bdn 4n danh cho nhitng ngudi “phan
thdy, phin Pao”, phin 4nh 13i ciia Pitc Chi Tén
“Thdy lam ra mdt cdc con coi.”

Bin khoin vé nhitng ngay sip tdi: Cd Pao sé
rasao?

Diing 12 s& c6 nhiéu thay ddi vé nhin quyén va
tr do tin ngudng & VN trudc khi TT Hoa Ky dén
VN. Ching t8i nghi nhu vay. Néi riéng vé Pao
Cao DPai, sy bi€n chuyén d6 sé nhu thé nao?
Theo chiing t8i c¢6 thé ¢6 1 trong 3 gidi phap:

Gidi phdap 1.- Gido su Thugng Tdm
Thanh di dudc thing Phéi Su va da chinh thic
trd thanh Hoi Trudng Hoi Pong Chudng Quan.
Chinh quyén CSVN c6 thé cif d€ tam tinh trang
yén nhu vdy. Gidi phdp Théng Nhit Pao Cao
Pai tam dinh chi, vi n€u Théng Nhit Co Pao thi
“PhSi Su” Thugng Tdm Thanh c6é hing phim
thap hon 2 vi Piu su cda Chi Phdi va phai chiu
thong thudc vao 2 vi d6. Diéu nay néu xay ra sé
tao su chdng d6i hgp ly cia tin dd Cao Pai
TTTN. Chinh quyén Ha Noi chic chin khong dé
sd hd cho tin 46 CDTTTN cé chinh nghia tranh
d4u, rat bat 1gi cho chinh quyén trong giai doan
hién nay.

Gidi phdp 2.- Chinh quyén CSVN tuong
nhugng cho Pao Cao Bai TTTN dugc tdi lap Hoi
Thénh cé thyc quyén, gidi tdin Ho6i Ddng Chudng
Qudn, mdi qui vi Chitc Sdc ngoai HPCQ ra lanh
dao Hoi Thénh. Gidi phdp nay chdc chin khé
xdy ra vi chinh quyén CSVN khéng dén ddi phai
tudng nhugng nhu vay. V4 lai gidi phdp vé Ton
gido cla chinh quyén CSVN sé& ddng nhit doi
v6i tat cd tén gido nhu Phat Gido, Thién Chda |
Gido, Tin Lanh, Phit Gido Hda Hao va Cao Dai, |
chd khong riéng gi d&i v6i dao Cao Dai. Ngay
chinh Thién Chda Gido c¢é hiu thuin cia Toa
Thdnh Vatican ma chinh quyén CSVN con
khéng tudng nhugng, trdi lai vdn danh quyén |
chudn nhan hing gido phdm bd nhiém bdi Tda |
Théanh Vatican.

Gidi phdp 3.- Chic sic thugc HDCQ va
Chitc sic ngoai HDCQ cing ngdi véi nhau lo
viéc Pao. Chinh quyén CSVN s& cho l4p bing
Hi€n Chudng mdi, tdi 1dp Hoi Thdnh c6 rong
quyén va gidi tdin HPCQ. Giai phdp nay c6 thé
xay ra nhung liéu toan thé quy Chitc Sic c6 hop
y véi nhau hay khong?

Tai sao ching t6i c¢6 y nghi gidi phdp thit 3 ¢6 |
thé x4y ra? Tir lau, ching t6i ¢c6 quan niém la
chinh quyén CSVN sé& gidi quyét vin dé Pao
Cao Pai trong chinh sich chung d&i véi céc tén |
gido & VN. T4t ca déu chiu chung mdt cong thitc.
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Hién nay cdc 16n gido 8 VN déu chiu su chi phdi
ciia Nghi Pinh s6 69/HPBT ngiy 21 thing 3-
1991 cta Hoi Bdng B Trudng quy dinh vé hoat
ddng cédc ton gido. Chi khi nio chinh quyén VN
chiu tvong nhugng hdy bé Nghi Binh 69 nay va
thay bing mot nghi dinh khdc dé dai hon déi véi
céc ton gido, thi chinh sdch vé ton gido cda chinh
quyén CSVN mdi thay ddi.

Nhin xem sy quan hé gia Toa Thanh Vatican
va Chinh Quyén Trung Quéc dé€ dy doin vé
chinh sich Tén gido cda chinh quyén VNCS
nhu thé& nao ?

Chinh sdch vé nhin quyén va tu do tén gido &
VN phdi hoa hdp vdi chinh sdch vé nhian quyén
va tr do ton gido ¢ Pong Nam A, quan trong
nhat 14 Trung Quéc. Trung Qudc 1a mdt trong 4
nude CS con lai trén th€ gidi vin con khic khe
ddi v8i van dé ton gido va nhin quyén. Trung
Quéc lai 12 mot cudng quéc ma Hoa Ky khdng
cdch gi gdy dp luc dugc ngoai viéc hda hodn va
twong nhugng. Mot miat Hoa Ky ding dudng 16i
kinh t&€ d€ doi hdi Trung Qudc cdi thién nhin
quyén, mot mit, Toa Thanh Vatican, c6 1& véi
hiu thudn cda Hoa Ky, di bi€u 16 y muén cai
thién quan hé ngoai giao véi Trung Qudc, qua Ii
tuyén b8 cla Pic Gido Hoang mot nim trudc
ddy, 12 Ngai vdc mong dugc viéng thim Trung
Quéc. Tudng can nhd cdch nay 50 nim, nim
1951, Trung Qudc di déng cira Tdoa Khim Si
clia Vatican. Hién nay, c6 nhiéu ddu hiéu cho
thdy Tda Thdnh Vatican vd Trung Qudc sé& di
dén binh thudng héa quan hé ngoai giao. O
Trung Qudc hién c6 4 triéu tin d6 thudc “Gido
Ho6i Nha Nudc” khéng thudc quyén cla Dic
Gido Hoang, nhung con khodng 8 triéu tin do
khdc hoat ddng bi mat vin con lién hé véi Toa
Thénh Vatican. Do d6, né€u Trung Qudc mudn di
d€n bang giao phai gidi quyét cho dudc cic diém
then chét, d6 1a uy quyén clia Toa Thénh trong
viéc b8 nhiém Gidm Muc va Hong Y tai Trung
Qudc, sy lién hé giita Tda Thanh Vatican va Dai
Loan, ma Trung Quéc cit cho 14 mot Tinh cla
minh. D€ gidi quyét van dé, Pic Hong Y Angelo

Sodano, Téng Trudng Ngoai Giao cla Toa
Thédnh Vatican, xdc nhdn la Toa Thdnh Vatican
dang c6 ging van chuyén Toa Khim St & Dai
Bic (Pai Loan) vé Bic Kinh d€& cai thién bang
giao v6i Trung Qudc. Nhu vdy, van dé sé c6 hai
Gido quyén & Trung Qudc, mdt thudc Toa Thénh
Vatican, dai dién bdi Tda Khim Si&, va mot
thudc “Gido HG6i Nha Nudc”. Theo tin tifc bdo
chi, Tda Thdnh Vatican va Trung qudc da c6
nhiéu 1dn gip gd khong cong khai d€ thdo luan
vé mot mé thic gidng nhu Viét Nam, 12 Toa
Thdnh Vatican thira nhin chinh quyén Trung
Quéc dé€ ddi 14y quyén bd nhiém Gidm Muc va
Héng Y, va sé& sdp nhap “Gido Hoi Nha Nudc”
va “Gido Hoi thim ling” 1am mdt. Gidi phdp
nay, n€u thuc hién tai Trung Quéc, chic chdn s&
dnh hudng d€n Viét Nam rat nhiéu.

Nhitng dau hiéu chuén bi cia chinh quyén
VNCS va Hoa Ky ddi véi van dé Ton Gido &
Viét Nam.

Riéng d&i véi dao Cao Dai, ching ta di thdy
chinh quyén VN di c6é ddu hiéu chuin bi 1am
mot cdi gi d6, chdng han nhu k& hoach théng
nhit Pao Cao Pai, ching han nhu chuin nhin
voi va danh sdch Tan Phong, Tan Thing. Cé6
phdi chinh quyén muén nim moi sinh hoat dao
Cao Pai truc khi TT Hoa Ky sang VN bing
cdch dua cdc chic sic “Thé phong” vao céc cd
cdu linh dao then chdt, véi muc dich “ca vi 1ap
miéng em?” Trong khi d6 Hoa Ky cfing dang
chudn bi mét gidi phdp nhian quyén va tr do tin
ngudng & VN. Pitng nghi ring TT Hoa Ky qua
VN chi vi van @& d6. Quyén Igi Hoa Ky trén hét.
Van dé nhin quyén chi 1a “dién”, sdch lugc toan
ciu cla Hoa Ky mdi 12 “diém”. C6 thé Hoa Ky
s& 13 di van dé nhin quyén d€ ddi 18y sy thanh
tyu clia sdch ludc toan ciu. “Pudng xa déi ngua,
diit dan thay day”, hay néi phi phang hon 1a “duwa
nguoi cita tride, rudc nguol cita sau.” Ngay xua,
mién Nam VN 12 “tién dén chéng Cong”, mién
Bic VN la “l4 c& dau trong cdng cudc chong d&
qudc”, ngay nay, du dudc goi 1a gi di nita, VN
vin 1a cdng cu clia Hoa Ky, 1a phdo dai chdng sy
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banh truéng cia Trung Qudc ¢ Pong Nam A.
Sdch lugc toan ciu 1a then chét, vdn dé nhan
quyén chi phu thudc, khong 1a van dé tién quyét.
Bing cd 12 trong danh sich 15 nudc vi pham
nhin quyén khong cé tén nudc VN. Piu phai
chinh quyén VN t6n trong nhan quyén diu! R
rang Hoa Ky mudn giit thé dién cho chinh quyén
VN, hay 1a ting cho VN mén qua nhd trudc khi
TT Hoa Ky viéng thim VN.

Tuy nhién, 1a mét cudng qudc sd 1 thé gidi, Hoa
Ky phai lam mdt cdi gi d6 vé van @€ nhan quyén
d VN, d€ 1am sao cho “vui v& cé lang”, vira lam
“hai 10ng” cdc ton gido, vira giir thé dién cho
chinh quyén VN khéng phéi “tuin 1énh Hoa Ky,
vifa gilt “chif tin” vdi th€ gidi. Trong khi chinh
quyén VN c¢6 vé nhan nhugng céc ton gido nhu
khong phdn ng vé bdn gidc thr chéng ddi cla
céc ton gido & VN, d€ cho cdc ton gido tr do di
cttu lut mién Trung, va ngoai ra chinh quyén dia
phuong di ddi thii do d6i véi Hoa Thudng
Huyén Quang v.v... thi Hoa K¥ lai di thim do xa
giao cdc tén gido. Pién hinh 1a Ha Nbi cho phép
nhd ngoai giao David Young ti€p chuyén véi
Hoa Thugng Huyén Quang va cho Truyén hinh
phéng vin Ngai vé tinh hinh nan lut mién Trung.
Ddng thdi dai dién B Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky ciing
dd dén gip dai huynh Thifta st L& Quang T4n
trong thdng vira qua. Mit khéc theo tin chiing t6i
nhén dudc thi cdc Gido Hoi Tin Lanh Hoa Ky da
thu x&p vdi chinh quyén Ha Noi va mét vi Muc
su ddu tén cho bi€t chinh quyén Washingon xin
cdc Muc su dirng Am 1 chdng Cong. L& di nhién
phéi c6 su tuong nhugng gifta hai bén ma chua ai
biét dudc.

Mot vai § ki€n trudc cdc bién chuyén co Pao
sip dén.

Trudc nhitng bi€n chuyén diy bt Igi cho nén
Pai Pao chiing ta hién nay, ching t6i ¢6 mét vai

y ki€n nhusau :

a) Déi véi Hpi Pong Chudng Quan

Nhitng vi Chttc Sdc Thién Phong trong HPCQ,
mot s6 thuc su di a tong theo chinh quyén vi
quyén 1¢i, vi danh vong, nhung da s& khic &
trong cdi th€ “ching ding dirmg” hoic do 4p luc
cla chinh quyén dia phuong, hoic do cudc sdng
cla gia dinh nén phéi “cam long chiu vay”. Du
quy vi § vi th€ nao di nifa, ching t6i van tin riing
quy vi van tin noi Pc Chi Tén, tin & Phdp Chanh
Truyén va Tan Luit, tin & su huyén diéu cla cd
bit, va dic biét bi€t rd sy khdc biét giita mot
“Chic Sic Thién Phong” va mot “Chic Sic
pham phong”. Viy, ching t6i thi€t nghi quy vi
khong thé nio ty cho 12 ép long tham gia HPCQ,
nhan chic phim “tan thing” cla th€ quyén, 1a
d€ ctu Pao, trdi lai chinh quy vi tre tiép tidp
tay v6i chinh quyén d€ phd Pao d6, thé hién qua
cdc viéc:

a) Dao Cao Pai tr§ nén mot pham gido tim
thudng, qua viéc x6a bd cd bit, va viéc thé
quyén xen vao viéc “cdu phong, cdu thing”
Chic Sdc, Chitc Viéc. Pao Cao Pai s& mat ban
chit Thiéng Liéng, khong con 12 mét Thinh
Gido cia Pitc Chi Tén nita.

b) Hoéi Thanh khéng con, HDCQ véi su chi dao
ctia chinh quyén, trd thanh “chti nhin” cfia hang
tri¢u tin dd, v6i thanh phdn linh dao khéng phai
do tai ning difc ¢6 ma 1a do sy trung thanh vdi
Péng, véi Mit Tran TS Quéc.

¢) Cdc Chic Sic tan phong viao phim L& Sanh,
v@i nhitng ly lich khong rd rang, kém dao dic,
roi ddy s& 1an hdi thay thé tit ca quy vi Chic Sic
gid nua hién tai trong HDCQ, d€ rdi tir d6 tim
cdch tiéu diét Pao Cao Pai. Réi diy, quy vi
Chic Sic 1anh dao nay s& bi€t nhiéu vé ly thuyét
Cong San hon 12 gido ly clia Piéc Chi Ton. Luat
Dao réi ddy s& bi x6a bd, luit Pdi cia chinh
quyén s& ngy tri trong moi sinh hoat ctia Tin dd.
Ta quyén sé thing.

T6m lai, v6i cdc vién dnh trinh bay trén, chiing
t6i yéu cau quy vi Chic Sic trong HDCQ hay
suy nghi ky cang lai trude khi nhin 1€ tin phong.
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Quy Vi da ting duge Bic Ly va Bic HO Phdp
chdp thuidn thing thudng, nay thi dudc chinh
quyén thing thudng, quy vi nén suy tinh lai, khi
quy vi trd vé Thiéng Liéng, Pic Ly va Dic Ho
Phdp mac nhién chdp thuin viéc nay hay sao ?
N&u chap thuin, Dttc Chi Tén lap Phap Chénh
Truyén va Tan Ludtra lam gi ? Cdc vi Tién khai
ching ta uéng céng gy dung Pao d€ 1di quy vi
x6a bd ? Theo ching téi nghi, vao nhitng ndm
dau sau 1975, dat nudc khudt minh sau bifc man
sdt, cdch ly khdi Thé Gidi bén ngoai, cic Ton
Gido bi ki€m sodt chit ché, cdc cd ché€ Pao bi
phd hdy, Chitc Sdc bi th day, cho nén cé thé néi,
quy vi Chtic Sdc thdi d6 ding ra lanh dao Hoi
Thénh 13 vi thdi cudc nuong theo Doi dé citu
Pao. Ngay nay, tinh hinh hoan toian khic hin,
chinh quyén VNCS ciing di phin nio thay ddi,
da md cira ti€p dén Thé Gidi bén ngoai, da i tY
hda minh v8i Cong Péng Thé Gidi, chli nghia
Cong San da 15i thdi, chinh sdch dan dp Toén
Gido nhu thoi xwa da gidm din. Riéng ddi véi
Pao Cao DPai ching ta, khdc vdi may nim vé
trude, ngay nay dugc Lién Hiép Qudc va cic
chinh phii ngoai quéc déu biét dén, do d6 khéng
d& gi chinh quyén dan 4p ma khdng c6 su phin
ng cla th€ gidi bén ngoai. Xin nhé rd 1a muc
dich cla ching ta 1a duge 1am Pao theo nhu ludt
1€ cia Pao ching ta 4n dinh ma thoi, cht muc
dich cla ching ta khong phai 1a phd rdi hay 1t
d8 chinh quyén. Do d6, su tham gia ctia quy vi
vao HPCQ, ti€p tay vdi chinh quyén khéng con
1a “d€ ciu Pao” nifa, trdi lai “dé phd Dao”. Xin
quy vi hay nghi lai, viéc “thing chic” clia quy vi
c6 dem ldi ich gi cho Pao trong vong 2, 3 ndm
t61 hay khong? Tuong lai Pao chiing ta s& dugc
thay d8i hay khong? Bén Thénh cing ngay cang
c6 d6ng du khich ngoai qudc d&n tim hiéu, quy
vi ¢6 1am gi dugc hay khong dé phd bi€n nén
Pai Pao, cdc Thdnh That dia phuong cing ngay
cang bi suy sup, quy vi tim ra ddu tai chinh dé
giip cdc Ho Pao dia phudng tan trang lai? Hay
12 quy vi chi ngdi chd ngay qui Thién, hodc chd
bi ép vé dudng ldo, thi viéc “thing chic” clia
quy vi ching dem 1di ich gi cho Pao hét. Au la
quy vi nén suy nghi lai hanh ddng cla minh va

hdy manh dan ding 1én d€ bdo vé Phdp Chanh
Truyén vd Tan Luit cho xiing ddng mdt Chic
Sdc Thién Phong. Cudc ddi § tran thé nay rat
ngin ngli, cudc song & cdi Thiéng Liéng mdi
ding 1a cudc séng, quy vi con chan chd gi nita
ma khéng ding ra cttu Pao, hdu con gip mait
Bic Ly va Bitc H) Phép noi cdi Thiéng Liéng?
Bidc biét ching t6i kéu goi Pai Huynh Gido Su
Thugng Tdm Thanh hdy suy xét lai cdc hanh
ddng cla minh, hay thir mudng tugng nhitng vién
anh xdy ra cho Pao trong vai ndm téi dudi su
linh dao clia minh, thi Pai Huynh sé thdy ngay
1 Pai Huynh chi dem lai con s& khdéng cho Pao,
danh vong hay uy quyén ciing chi 1a bdnh vé va
s& bi tiéu tan, cam chiu nhitng sy khinh ré cta
dbng dao, trdi lai né€u Pai Huynh hi€u dugc tinh
hinh ma xoay chiéu, duta con thuyén Pao di diing
theo Tan Luat vd Phdp Chdnh Truyén, thi ¢6
phdi 12 Pai Huynh 14 ngudi c6 cong diu tién hay
khong ? Chitng d6, khéng cin néi, danh vong va
uy quyén ctia Pai Huynh chidc chin s& vang rén
khip nim chiu bon bién, Pai Huynh sé di ngao
du Au, A, Uc, My va sé dudc toin Pao nghénh
ti€p huy hoang. D6 1a chua ké dudc sy phong
thudng cia Thiéng Liéng. Xin tadt cd quy vi
Chitc Sdc nhé 13 12 tinh trang Pao chiing ta hién
nay da dudc Thiéng Liéng tién dodn trudc, va
cdc Pang ciing da chi din phudng cidch gidi
nguy. Ching t6i xin ghi lai bai tién tri sau day
cua Pic Thanh Son Pao Si:

“Chitng nao €hi Phdp da ra di,
Liic dy Pao Troi gdp vén suy.
Chitc Sdc chuéng quyén hon chuéng Pao,

Nhon Sanh lo cét chdng lo bi.

Maéo cao dé rdt nén thanh nhat,

C& ngdn khéng kéu phdi héa li.
Khdo thi loc lita trucng hdc bach,
Chung lo hiép sitc thodt con nguy.”

b) Déi véi Hpi Thanh Cao Pai Toa Thdanh Tady
Ninh

Chiing t8i xin thinh cdu toan thé quy vi Chitc Sic
Hiép Thién, Cltu Tring va Phudc Thién, hiy

BTBD 5/75 Trang 17



ding ra nhan lanh trach nhiém trudc bién chuyén
mdi clia Cd Pao, bing cdch bd qua tit ca moi U
hiém c4 nhan, tat ca ciing doin két, ciing chung
nhau ngdi lai tim mot giai phdp hay cttu nguy
cho Pao, trong d6 c6 su kéu goi tdt cd Chic Sic
trong HDCQ hdy trd vé néo chdnh, dudi su lanh
dao cia nhi vi Phdi Su Thdi Thé Thanh va
Thugng Nha Thanh, 1A hai vi Chitc Sic Thién
Phong cao cdp nhit con lai clia ching ta. Chiing
toi thi€t nghi ring, néu toan thé Chic Sic déng
thanh doan két, véi sit hdu thudn cla toan thé tin
dd trong va ngoai nudc, Pao Cao Pai chi con ¢
mot ti€ng néi, thi chinh quyén VNCS chic chin
phdi 1&ng tai nghe nguyén vong clia ching ta.
BPudc nhu vay, chic chin quy vi sé duge Pirc Ly
va Bitc HY Phdp hd trg d€ thio ludn vdi chinh
quyén tim mot gidi phip “t5t BJi, dep Pao”.
Quy vi khong thé nao ngdi chd sung rung, tréi lai
phdi 1am mot cdi gi d€ cdc Pang Thiéng Liéng
dua vao d6 ma xoay chuyén Thién Co.

c¢) Déi véi Chinh Quyén VNCS

Nha Nuéc VNCS da tirng dua ra chiéu bai “Nudc
Vinh, Pao Sdng”, thét ra chi 12 d€ budc cdc Ton
Gido, vi quyén 1di qudc gia, phai phuc ting vao
uy quyén ctia chinh quyén. Chinh quyén khéng
hé t6n trong ty do Ton gido, thi di “Nudc c6
Vinh”, Pao ciing khéng bao gi “Sdng” dugc,

trdi lai Pao cang ngdy cang bi lu md va bi tiéu
diét. Do d6, ching t6i xin dit lai ciu trén véi
chinh quyén 1a “Pao Sing, Nudc Vinh”. Ngay
nao d6 chinh quyén tén trong nhin quyén va
quyén ty do ton gido, ngdy dé dit nude Viét
Nam s& quang vinh, Th€ Giéi sé khong con coi
Viét Nam nhu 12 mot quéc gia hi 1du nita. Hon
nta Pao Cao Pai 1a mdt Ton gido hoan toan
xudt phdt tai Viét Nam, do chinh Bitc Thugng D&
lap ra, thi d6 124 mo6t niém hanh dién clia dén tdc
Viét Nam. Néu Pao Cao Pai dugc quéc t& biét
d€n, tim dé€n d€ nghién citu hoc hdi, va néu Pao
Cao Pai dugc truyén bd khip The Gidi, thi d6 1a
mot danh du 16n lao cho dit nuée va cho dan toc
chiing ta. Ngudi tin d6 Cao Pai chi mong muén
quyén Pao dugc phuc hdi, duge hanh Pao theo
diing nhu nhing gi Pitc Chi Tén di day, dem nén
Pai Pao phé truyén cho toan nhon loai, chit
ngudi tin 46 Cao Pai khong bao gid hanh dong
dé€ 1at d6 chinh quyén hay gii thé ché& d6. Ngudi
tin d5 Cao Pai cling 12 mdt cong din Viét Nam,
do d6 n€u ngudi tin @5 dudc vui vé, 4m no, dudc
Hoi Thdnh bdo boc, chim séc, thi ¢ phdi chinh
quyén dd b6t mdt génh ning hay khéng ? Xin
quy vi diing quén cdu “Pao khéng Poi khong
sitc, Doi khéng Pao khéng quyén.”

Chdnh Tri Sy Tran Quang Cdnh
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