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2012 Confiscation Case - Adherents of the An Doan Dai Dao Buddhist Sect: Toan Xuan 
Nguyen, Duyet Van Nguyen, Ngu Thi Tran, and Lang Nhu Dinh, U.S. citizenship by 
naturalization. 
 
In this case, the expropriation of properties of U.S. citizens was intertwined with the 
government’s policy to eliminate an entire peace-loving Buddhist sect which had tens of 
thousands of followers. The authorities of Phu Yen Province falsely accused the sect of plotting 
to create an independent state by overthrowing the current government, imprisoned all its 
leaders, and confiscated its eco-resort/retreat that was being built with investment of sect 
members. Four of these members are American citizens.  
 
According to the provincial procuracy’s indictment (a section of this indictment is reproduced 
later in this case summary document), these Americans had invested some $240,000 into 
specific components of the theme park: 
 

(1) Mr. Toan Xuan Nguyen (Born in 1953), a resident of Albuquerque, NM, invested in 1.436 
billion VND (equivalent to US$68,400) in the Bao Toan Inn and 750 million VND in the 
Bao Toan Cave; 

(2) Mr. Duyet Van Nguyen (Born in 1962), a resident of Albuquerque, NM, invested 2 billion 
VND (US$95,200) in the Thanh Trieu Inn; 

(3) Mr. Lang Nhu Dinh (Born in 1948), a resident of Albuquerque, NM, invested 976 million 
VND (US$46,500) in the Huong Hoang Trang Inn (together with 2 Vietnamese nationals); 

(4) Mrs. Ngu Thi Tran (Born in 1957), a resident of Worcester, MA, invested 600 million VND 
(US$28,600) in the Doi Bach Tuong Inn. 

Mr. Duyet V Nguyen  6001 Moon St. NE #3411, Albuquerque, NM 87111  505-293-2938 
duyet2015@yahoo.com    Naturalization: Nov 18, 2005 

Mr. Toan Xuan Nguyen  7316 Arvada Ave NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110   505-544-8766 
chon_toan@yahoo.com     Naturalization: Sep 24, 1999 

Ms. Ngu Thi Tran  5 Fisher Rd, Worcester, MA 01602-2809  508-791-1210 
No email. Naturalization: June 9, 1998 

Mr. Lang Nhu Dinh   809 Piedra Larga Pl NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123-1959  
No email. Naturalization in or around 2007 

Duyet Van Nguyen and another Vietnamese American (Lang Nhu Dinh) were at the site when 
the police of Phu Yen Province raided the nearly completed theme park on February 5, 2012.  
The 2 Americans were only asked to pay an administrative fine and then allowed to fly home to 
America.  Were they involved in a plot to overthrow the government, they would have been 
detained for interrogation, charged, and sentenced along with the other co-conspirators. It was 
therefore evident that the Phu Yen government made up accusations to justify their 
expropriation of a development project worth 28 billion VND (US$1.3 million) back then (and 
much more now) while ensuring the extinction of an independent Buddhist sect.  
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The government of Phu Yen Province arrested the sect’s key members as it seized the religious 
organization’s real property, an eco-resort/retreat project that the same government had 
authorized, after the project was nearly completed. Four of the victims were U.S. citizens who 
had invested their own money, $260,000 total,  in the sect’s eco-resort/retreat project - note 
that only two of these were on the site during the government’s raid and were thus arrested. 
The government documented the seized assets, clearly listing those belonging to the four 
Vietnamese Americans. In spite of charging the sect with being a group of terrorists, the 
government let the two Vietnamese Americans leave for the U.S. without initiating any kind of 
intergovernmental anti-terrorist communication and coordination with the U.S. government. 
This should be sufficient to debunk the false charges behind this outright robbery and the 
concurrent elimination of a religious organization. 
 
An Dan Dai Dao (Blessed Flock of the Great Way; Vietnamese abbreviation: ADDD), is a religious 
organization aiming to bring Buddhist enlightenment to everybody, thus enabling the state of 
Truth-Kindness-Beauty everywhere, leading to peace and prosperity. Mr. Phan Van Thu 
founded the sect in 1969. By April 30, 1975, ADDD had established 14 temples, ordained 
hundreds of monks and nuns, and had tens of thousands of adherents. ADDD’s mandate is to 
implement the principle of "three salvations": saving the spirit and conscience, saving the body 
and mind, and saving material things in order to save sentient beings (e.g., saving donated 
money and goods to help the needy). ADDD adherents demonstrated their kindness particularly 
well during the fighting in the spring of 1975 when they rescued the wounded, buried the dead, 
fed hungry refugees, and donated blood to clinics and hospitals swamped with victims. 
 
After April 1975, the Communist State confiscated ADDD’s temples and religious materials in an 
attempt to eradicate the sect. Those monks and nuns who did not return to secular life took 
refuge in the Da Den region of Deo Ca Pass (Phu Yen Province) to continue practicing their faith. 
Government forces hunted them down, arrested Mr. Thu, charged him with working for the 
CIA, detained him in an isolation cell of the Phu Khanh Province Police Department for 5.5 years 
where they tortured him brutally before moving him to Prison No. A30 in Phu Yen Province. 
 
The other adherents - a few hundred - were also detained and tortured (a victim died) before 
serving 2-year sentences with forced labor in Prison No. A30. After their release from prison, a 
number of them continued to practice their faith in secret. The government continued to 
persecute those who were caught doing so. On July 27, 1980, four adherents voluntarily 
immolated themselves to protest the inhumane persecution. 
 
In May 1983 Mr. Thu was released from prison and started serving his post-prison probation 
period in a remote area. Later, he escaped with his family and lived a nomadic life to avoid 
capture. Mr. Thu and a few adherents returned to Phu Yen Province in June 1993. 
 
In 2003, responding to Phu Yen Province’s emphasis on investment to develop tourism, Mr. Thu 
appointed Mr. Vuong Tan Son as the ADDD representative to receive 50 hectares of forest land 
to implement a pilot project involving the planting of 9000 hardwood trees and, at the same 
time, build an eco-resort/retreat. There, Mr. Thu and his disciples undertook the construction, 



Cases 1-4. Blessed Flock of the Great Way (An Dan Dai Dao), a Buddhist sect 

3 
 

improvement, and cultivation, and started a complex ecological zone which would serve both 
as an eco-resort and as a place for pilgrimage with worship areas (see pictures in the Appendix). 
On February 5, 2012, the Phu Yen Province sent a force to arrest key adherents working there 
and seize the nearly completed project with its buildings, falsely accusing them of "conspiracy 
to overthrow the people's government" pursuant to  Article 79 of the Penal Code. In addition, 
the government forced adherents to recant their face through harassment and intimidation. 
The government mounted a major campaign to portray the group as a political group, citing its 
use of religious names for members as a system of “noms de guerre”. 
 
The group’s motto "Ecology first – then the Ancestral Temple" means that eco-resort/retreat 
revenues will be used to construct the ancestral temple (the main office) of the sect; the 
government twisted it around to accuse ADDD of operating "under the shadow of eco-
resort/retreat activities to build a political/military base." 
 
At the preliminary hearing, Mr. Thu said that his interrogators picked two out  of the religious 
hymns that he had composed and forced him to choose one and admit it to be his group’s 
national anthem. They collected the carved stone depicting a tortoise in the eco-resort/retreat 
area and pressed him to confess that it was the national emblem chosen by his group. They 
then produced the Buddhist flag, alleging that it was the national flag chosen by his group. A 
small pebble-size stone shaped like a Chinese character that the Board of Directors of the eco-
resort/retreat project picked up after a landslide in the ecological area was presented  as the 
group’s official seal. Mr. Thu’s sentence was life imprisonment while the 21 others’ sentences 
added up to  299 years in prison and 110 years of probation. The defendants were not allowed 
to choose their own lawyers; instead, the court appointed 6 lawyers from the Phu Yen Province 
Bar Association to represent the 22 people. 
 
In July 2014, the province  arrested three additional adherents, charged them with "stockpiling, 
using, and illegal trading of explosives", and the court sentenced the three to a total of 10 years 
in prison . The Ecological Tourism Area of Bia Mountain (Da Bia) was built on pristine and 
rugged mountainous land. The three bought explosives (within the amount allowed by the law) 
and detonators to break up large rocks as a way of clearing the land; the broken rocks were 
used as construction materials for the project. Overall, the government gave the 25 victims 
prison terms and post-prison probation that added up to 309 years in prison and 110 years of 
probation, aside from Mr. Thu’s life sentence. On August 31, 2015, only Mr. Vo Van Phung was 
released as part of that year’s national amnesty. 
 
Partial reproduction of the Indictment of An Dan Dai Dao’s key figures by the People’s 
Procuracy of Phu Yen Province - Names of the 4 Vietnamese Americans and their investment 
(in Vietnamese dongs) are highlighted. 

VIỆN KIỂM SÁT NHÂN DÂN TỐI CAO   CỘNG HÒA XÃ HỘI CHỦ NGHĨA VIỆT NAM 
VIỆN KIỂM SÁT NHÂN DÂN     Độc lập - Tự do - Hạnh phúc  

TỈNH PHÚ YÊN    Phú Yên, ngày 8 tháng 9 năm 2012  
Số: 21/VKS-P2  
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CÁO TRẠNG 

VIỆN TRƯỞNG VIỆN KIỂM SÁT NHÂN DÂN TỈNH PHÚ YÊN  

- Căn cứ các điều 36, 166, 167 Bộ luật tố tụng hình sự….  

- Căn cứ các quyết định khởi tố bị can số 01, 02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07, 08, 09, 10 ngày 
04/02/2012, số 11, 12, 13, 14 ngày 09/02/2012, số 15 ngày 11/02/2012, số 16, 17, 18 ngày 
28/02/2012 của Cơ quan An ninh điều tra Công an tỉnh Phú Yên....  

- Đầu năm 2003, Phan Văn Thu chỉ đạo Vương Tấn Sơn tìm địa điểm xây dựng căn cứ địa 
làm nơi chỉ huy hoạt động phát triển của tổ chức, tạo vỏ bọc hợp pháp tránh sự phát hiện của 
chính quyền. Phan Văn Thu chọn khu vực cầu Suối Lớn, đèo Cả dưới chân núi Đá Bia thuộc xã 
Hòa Xuân Nam, huyện Đông Hòa để xây dựng căn  

- Trang 2 -  

cứ địa ….Ngày 08/4/2004 Sở Kế hoạch - Đầu tư tỉnh Đắc Nông đã cấp giấy phép kinh doanh cho 
công ty TNHH Hoàng Long hoạt động. Ngày 31/8/2004 Ban Quản lý rừng đặc dụng đèo Cả ký 
hợp đồng giao khoán 28,7 hec-ta rừng ở khu vực cầu Suối Lớn, đèo Cả cho Vương Tấn Sơn để 
bảo vệ, khoanh nuôi tái sinh và trồng rừng, ngày 27/8/2005 giao tiếp 3,5 héc-ta nữa. Vương Tấn 
Sơn làm thủ tục mở Chi nhánh Công ty TNHH Hoàng Long tại Phú Yên và lập dự án đầu tư xây 
dựng khu du lịch sinh thái Đá Bia được Sở Kế hoạch - Đầu tư tỉnh Phú Yên cấp giấy chứng nhận 
đăng ký vào ngày 30/11/2004; ngày 03/02/2005, UBND tỉnh Phú Yên có thông báo số 95/TB-
UBND cho phép lập thủ tục đầu tư xây dựng khu du lịch sinh thái Đá Bia.  

Sau khi khu du lịch sinh thái Đá Bia được xây dựng, Phan Văn Thu cùng đồng phạm 
chuyển đến hoạt động tại đây. Trong thời gian từ 2004 - 2008, Phan Văn Thu cùng đồng phạm 
tập trung xây dựng cơ sở vật chất của khu căn cứ địa với phương châm “tiền sinh thái, hậu tổ 
đình” (núp bóng hoạt động du lịch sinh thái để xây dựng căn cứ địa). Phan Văn Thu chỉ đạo 
Đoàn Văn Cừ và Vương Tấn Sơn mua, sang nhượng 15,9 hec-ta rừng của một số hộ dân, mở 
rộng căn cứ địa lên 48,1 hec-ta.  

Bên trong khu du lịch sinh thái Đá Bia, Phan Văn Thu đã chỉ đạo các pháp hội, bào tộc, 
Việt Kiều xây dựng nhiều công trình kiên cố và hầm bí mật làm nơi hoạt động của tổ chức. Tất 
cả các hạng mục công trình xây dựng trong khu du lịch sinh thái Đá Bia đều không có thiết kế, 
không được cơ quan có thẩm quyền cấp giấy phép xây dựng theo quy định. Cụ thể như sau:  

- Nguyễn Văn Toàn (note: the indictment misspelled his middle name which should have 
been shown as Xuân), sinh 1953 (Việt kiều Mỹ, Tên gọi trong tổ chức Chơn Toàn Minh Mạng) 
xây dựng nhà nghỉ Bảo Toàn trị giá 1,436 tỉ đồng và động Bảo Toàn trị giá 750 triệu đồng.  

- Nguyễn Văn Duyệt, sinh 1962, (Việt kiều Mỹ, Tên gọi trong tổ chức Chơn Hào Thanh 
Duyệt) xây dựng nhà nghỉ Thanh Triều trị giá 02 tỉ đồng.  

- Trần Thị Ngữ (Lý) khoảng 57 tuổi, (Việt kiều Mỹ, Tên gọi trong tổ chức Diệu Minh Lý) 
xây dựng nhà nghỉ Đôi Bạch Tượng trị giá 600 triệu đồng.  

- - Lê Duy Lộc, Đinh Như Lăng (BPSOS note: he is a naturalized U.S. national) và Lê Chiến 
xây dựng nhà nghỉ Hương Hoàng Trang trị giá 976 triệu đồng. 

- 
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Bao Toan Inn  

 

Bao Toan Cave 
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Thanh Trieu Inn 

 

 

Huong Hoang Trang Inn 
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Doi Bach Tuong Inn 

Selected pages from the court judgment are shown on the following pages. The material 
related to the Vietnamese Americans is similar to the information from the indictment 
document mentioned earlier. 
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