Vietham news media attacked 2 adherents of the authentic Cao Dai Church,
Tran Ngoc Swong and Nguyén Anh Phung, in late 2019 and the spring of 2020, for
religious freedom advocacy and interaction or planned interaction with UN personnel at
SEAFORB meetings, or observing International Human Rights Day and other UN Days.
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(1) General Information

Summary: The Vietnamese government controls the news media very tightly. When a number
of news outlets posted libelous materials directed at 2 independent Cao Dai adherents, it was
clear that the government was behind this, not counting its Cao Dai sect which was established
in 1997 to control the temples and congregations of the authentic, independent Cao Dai
Church. This report describes the attack directed at the 2 victims.

- Did the incidents involve an individual or a group? 2 victims.

-Location of incident: Vietnam, primarily in the southwestern part of the country where most
Cao Dai adherents live.

-Nationality and ethnic group of victim: Vietnamese citizenship, Kinh (dominant ethnic group)
-Does national policy require registration for religious activities? If yes, what is the current
status of the group? Yes, required. Following North Vietnam’s takeover of South Vietnam, the
Communist government initially dismantled the Cao Dai Church’s administrative structure and
seized all church property, including the Holy See Temple, and many other temples. The
Communist government established a Cao Dai denomination in 1997 (with fundamental
doctrinal differences from the authentic Cao Dai religion that was established in 1926, in other
words, not the same religion) and turned over the original Cao Dai Church’s assets to the 1997
sect. Further, the 1997 sect has been used to infiltrate and oppress the authentic Cao Dai
Church, backed by the police and government agencies. Those adherents who want to have
religious freedom without submitting to State control are persecuted by the government and
its 1997 sect.

(2) Identity of the Persons Concerned

Both are Vietnamese citizens of Kinh ethnicity (dominant ethnic group) and adherents of the
authentic Cao Dai Church. They authorized representation by Boat People SOS and the Junior
Sacerdotal Council of the Third Amnesty of God.

1. Family name: Tran middle name: Ngoc given name: Suong, male,

Address: 27/26 Dong Khai, KP1, Ward 4, Town of G Céng, Tién Giang Province, DoB: 1956

2. Family name: Nguyén middle name: Anh given name: Phung, male,

Address: Long Hoa Commune, Town of Go Céng, Tién Giang Province, DoB: 1979

(3) Information on the alleged violation(s)
-Date and time (approximate if not known exactly):

e December 2019 to April 2020



- Location: Tién Giang Province, involving government-controlled news media

Tién Giang News:

https://m.facebook.com/848064308593686/posts/3005421792857916/

- Tiéng N6i Pong Bang (Voice of the Plains):
https://www.facebook.com/163275840991799/posts/548207442498635/

- Th&i Bdo Mién Tay (Times of Western Vietnam):
http://thoibaomientay.net/can-xu-ly-nghiem-hanh-vi-vi-pham-luat-tin-nguong-ton-giao- cua-
tran-ngoc-
suong/?fbclid=IwAR2HGIiSgcVPBanKrWSM75f1zqFT7N10Yhep35SfcXMUKAGS6bCFGn9c Ndlo
- Tin Tién Giang 24h (Tién Giang News Around the Clock):
https://www.facebook.com/220751151807021/posts/652114012004064/

e April 2020: Mr. Suong
He found out that a number of news outlets attacked him, Tran Ngoc Swong, and other
independent Cao Dai adherents, including adherents living abroad, namely 6 Minh B¢, Lé
Hién Mudi, Dwong Xuan Luvong, and Nguyén Thu Thay, and Dr. Nguyén Dinh Thang of BPSOS
(“BPSOS works for the terrorist group Viét Tan” and “gives directions to the independent Cao
Dai adherents”). The media appealed to the authorities to “quickly punish this unruly group”.
Swong found out that they also attacked Nguy&n Anh Phung, another target of government

persecution.

April 27: Suwong received a religious decree from the government-controlled Cao Dai sect
purporting to strip him of his religious title and expel him from the Cao Dai Church (decree No.
223/95-NCPS-HL was widely disseminated in Tién Giang Province and read aloud to adherents
after religious rituals).

The articles mentioned the visit at Phung’s house by the government group when they learned
that he was about to attend the Southeast Asian Freedom of Religion or Belief Conference in
Bangkok back in November 2019.

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=149210873002666&id=100037412610480)

March 6, 2020

Suong received from the government’s Cao Dai sect a request to meet on March 11 with the
management of the Cao Dai Parish in Ward 4, Town of G Cong, Tién Giang Province. Swong
responded in a letter that it was not appropriate for the sect to request a member of the
authentic Cao Dai Church (and its Junior Sacerdotal Council) to meet with a different religious
organization, namely the government’s sect. The latter sent another request which the victim
received on April 20, but he did not bother to respond and simply returned it to the sender.

Which indications exist that the victim(s) has been targeted because of his/her religion or
belief? It is clear that the government’s motive has been to deny freedom of religion to Cao Dai
adherents who chose to follow their traditional faith.

-Identification of the alleged perpetrator(s), name(s) if known and/or function, suspected
motive:

-Are the perpetrator(s) known to the victim? Yes.

-Are State agents or non-State actors believed to be responsible for the alleged violation? State
agents and their Cao Dai Sect members.



-If the perpetrators are believed to be State agents, please specify (police, military, agents of
security services, unit to which they belong, rank and functions, etc.), and indicate why they are
believed to be responsible: Decree No. 223/95-NCPS-HL included the signatures of clergy
members of the government-controlled sect, including Bishops Thai Con Thanh and Ngoc
Thuwong Thanh, Cardinal Thwgng Tdm Thanh, Bishop Ngoc Hong Thanh, and the chair of the
Committee representing the Sacerdotal Council of Tién Giang Province — Thai Phung Thanh.

(4). Steps taken by the victim, his/her family, or anyone else on his/her behalf?

- Please indicate if complaints have been filed, when, by whom, and before which State
authorities or competent bodies (i.e., police, prosecutor, court, etc.). No.

- Were there any other steps taken? None.

- Steps taken by the authorities: None.

- Indicate whether or not, to your knowledge, there have been investigations by the State
authorities; if so, what kind of investigations? Please indicate progress and status of these
investigations and which other measures have been taken: None.

- In case of complaints by the victim or his family, how have those authorities or other
competent bodies dealt with them? What has been the outcome of those proceedings? The
government and its Cao Dai sect would not do anything to help.

(5) Identity of the person or institution submitting this form:

- Boat People SOS, Email: info@bpsos.org

- Individual or organization authorized to represent: BPSOS or the Junior Sacerdotal Council of
the Third Amnesty of God (Third Amnesty of God is the Cao Dai Church)

- Status: BPSOS & Junior Sacerdotal Council are non-profit organizations

Junior Sacerdotal Council contact:

Family name: D6; Middle name: Minh; Given name: Birc - deputy head of External Affairs
Committee, Junior Sacerdotal Council, Houston, Texas, USA; Email: mustang1983@gmail.com;
Do you act with knowledge and on behalf of the victim(s)? Yes.

Please state whether you want your identity to be kept confidential: no for Boat People SOS

Date you are submitting this form: June 5, 2020.
Addendum. Evidence

Summary in English of the article carried by the 4 news outlets mentioned in this report
Title: The offenses committed by Tran Ngoc Suong pursuant to the Law on Belief and Religion
must be punished severely.

While religion is not confined to the spiritual realm and encompasses culture, morals, etc., a
small number of individuals take advantage of religion to undermine the country for personal
benefits. The Junior Sacerdotal Council in the Town of Go Céng typifies this...

....Lately, a number of video clips were posted on Facebook about a group which calls itself “the
Popular Council, 1926 Cao Dai Church, Junior Sacerdotal Council” and engages in religious rites
in various homes...I don’t consider them adherents of the Cao Dai Church... they plan to commit
illicit acts...From abroad, D5 Minh Ptrc, Lé Hién Mudi, Dwong Xudn Lwong (wanted for
nonpayment of debts to fellow adherents - Note: he was among victims of religious persecution
from several countries who were invited to President Trump’s office in July 2019 during the 2nd


mailto:info@bpsos.org
mailto:mustang1983@gmail.com

Ministerial to Advance Freedom of Religion in Washington, DC), Nguyén Thu Thy...incited by
Nguyén Pinh Théng (president of Boat People SOS)....Third, they engaged in religious meetings
at home on days which are not among the more important feast days of the Cao Dai Church,
e.g., International Human Rights Day, International Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of
Violence Based on Religion or Belief...

The Vietnamese extracts are shown below.

Can X(r Ly Nghiém Hanh Vi Vi Pham Lu3t Tin Ngwé'ng Tén Gido Cua Tran Ngoc Swong
Tén gido, tin ngudng khdng don thuan chi la van dé thudc vé doi sdng tdm linh, tinh than, ma
con 1a van dé van héa, dao dirc... Tuy nhién...sd it ké...lgi dung chinh séch tu do tdn gido dé l1am
nhitng diéu xang bay, vun vén Igi ich ca nhan, thAm chi mwon danh tén gido dé chéng pha dat
nwdc. Pién hinh cho viéc nay |a nhitng ké mugn danh Dao Cao Pai dé€ 1ap nén cai goi |a “Hoi
thanh em” tai Go Cong, Tién Giang...thdi gian gan day trén mang xa hoi Facebook xuat hién
nhiéu doan Video clip truc ti€p ghi lai hinh dnh cdia mét nhdm ngudi ty xung 13 tin d6 “khoi
Nhon sanh Cao dai, Cao dai 1926, Hoi thanh em...” t6 chirc cling... & nhiéu noi...toi khong xem
nhitng ngwdi nay |a tin d6 cla tén gido Cao dai ...“Hdi thanh em” d& 1am diéu sang bay, gat gdm
ngudi khac...nhitng ké...tlr bén ngoai nhu D6 Minh Durc, Lé Hién Mudi, Dwong Xuan Luong (ké
bi truy n3 va thiéu ng dong dao khong tra), Nguyén Thu Thay... cung véi su giat day cla Nguyén
Dinh Thang — Cha tich t6 chire “Uy ban cru ngudi vugt bién (BPSOS)”... Thir ba, nhom ngudi
nay tu té chirc cing, cau nguyén tai nha vao nhitng ngay ma khong phai [a ngay |18 trong cla ton
gido Cao dai....“ngay qudc té nhan quyén, ngay twdng niém cdc nan nhan bj dan 4p tén gido”...

Request from the government’s sect for the victim Suong to meet with them (he refused)

=3 —r
5552—-: DICH VU CHUYEN PHAT NHANM
AW B T
>
rHU MOy
Ll
M BAN CA
- LA ¢
W v
TR ool 21T
=7 S, N VRAN TRANR




Below, Religious Decree No. 223/95-NCPS-HL from the government’s Cao Dai Sect







Another article carried by Tién Giang News, Tiéng N6i Dong Bang, and Thoi Bao Mién Tay to
attack Nguyen Anh Phung.

CAN LEN AN NHO'NG HANH DONG “MUGQN DANH DAO, TAO DANH BOI”
Tiéu mudi Ia mdt mon dé cha dao Cao dai Tay Ninh & Town of Go Céng, xem Facebook cé
Nickname “Muoi Nguyen Anh Muoi” do Nguy&n Anh Phung, ngu Phuong 5, Town of Go Cong st
dung dang tai mot Clip néi dung phan anh Céng an dén nha cta huynh nay dé tuyén truyén giai
thich, van déng huynh nay tu theo dung Gido ly cia Prc Chi tdn. Tiéu mudi cam thay rat birc
xuc vé cach cu xt&, phat ngdn clda huynh nay rat thé bi, vd vin hda nhu ké cho bla; khdng xirng
dang |a mét ngudi dao Cao dai lam dnh hudng dén uy tin, danh du cta nhirng ngudi theo dao
Cao dai Tay Ninh.
DU méc dao phuc clia dao Cao dai Tay Ninh nhung thue chat khéng biét huynh ndy cé phai la
ngudi theo dao khéng nira. Vi & lang giéng nhiéu huynh, mudi biét huynh Phung la mot ngudi
khoéng cé hoc, thich &n thit ché nén & qué Kiéng Phudc goi 1a 10 ché; do an choi bai bac, da ga
lam cho ngudi vo dau tién chju khdng ndi nén ly di; rat may man cho cudc doi cla huynh vi
“h6t” duge mot chivo ban khd dao & cho Go Cong nén doi “lén hwong” va tir 6 duoc goi la 10
Kho.
Dé che day ban chat chay ludi, thich “&n khéng ngdi roi” va c& bac cha minh, huynh nay d3
khoac I&n minh chiéc do dai trang cla dao Cao dai Tay Ninh, miéng thi néi “Nam mé Cao dai tién
ong Dai B6 Tat Ma Ha Tat” khuyén ngudi khac an chay nhwng vg chéng lai ban khd, bung chira
day “dao gam”. L& ra néu mét ngudi dao Cao dai Tay Ninh, khi cé chinh quyén dén théng béo,
tuyén truyén van déng mot van dé ndo d6 thi ngudi dao phai lich sy dén tiép, I1ang nghe, phan
tich vdn dé nao ddng, van dé nao sai, vi Dirc thay c6 day: “mudn lam ngudi dao tét thi trudc
tién phai [a mét cong dan tot; nhwng nguoc lai huynh nay cu xir rat té, la hét, quay phim, c6 thai
dd khiéu khich, chéng d6i lam mat di hinh dnh cda mét ngudi theo dao”.
Qua bai viét nay, Tiéu mudi mudn nhan glri d&n tat ca hién huynh, hién ti 1 mén dé ctia dao Cao
dai Tay Ninh phai khéng nglrng trau doi, gin gitt pham hanh, dao dic trén con duwdng hanh dao
“Lap cong boi dirc”; “Lay su yéu thuong lam nén tang, 1dy nhan nghia lam phuwong cham, 1ay



phung su nhan sanh lam hanh dong, 18y sw citu réi cac chon linh 1am ctru canh, phan dau cho
nén hoa binh va céng bang x3 hdi nham muc dich phuc vuc dan tdc, T6 qudc, nhan loai va ching
sanh”, tu hanh thuan tdy, chdp hanh dung phap luat cha Nha nuéc, déng gop thiét thuc trong
cac hoat ddng an sinh x3 hoi, xay dung cudc séng dm no, hanh

phuc cho; tat cd vi muc tiéu “Nuéce vinh, dao sang”; khéng nén “xao ngén, vong ngi?”, lam nho
danh dao; “muon danh dao tao danh doi”, khéng vi sy hiém khich, |gi ich cd nhan ma nghe
theo I&i xti giuc, kich dong clia bon xau ma phan bdi lai qué huong dat nwédc, dan tdc, tdn gido
minh, dan dé&n x{ sy 16 mang nhu mdt ké pham phu, tuc tlr [dm anh huwdng dén uy tin, danh du,
hinh anh cda hang chuc triéu nguoi theo dao Cao dai Tay Ninh.

Chan thanh cdm on cac hién huynh, hién ti va moi nguwdi da danh thi gian doc bai viét nay, muc
dich bai viét chi mudn déng gép, xay dung chir khdng ngoai muc dich khac!

Pao mudi Thanh Ngoc

P/s: anh bén dudi la 10 “chd” hay con goi la 10 khd ngu Town of Go Coéng

Victim Nguyen Anh Phung shown on the government-controlled media.

Tw phong chirc cho nhau
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PHO BAI DIEN NOI VU BAN CHAP HANH, THAY MAT
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1/ Tién Giang News:

https://m.facebook.com/848064308593686/posts/3005421792857916,

Trang lién quan l‘ Tién Glang
/h IIE "”an ﬂl ! 21 Thang 4 luc 14129
Congty trayin théngint. | P Thich CAN XU LY NGHIEM HANH VI VI PHAM LUAT TIN NGUONG TON
GIAO CUA TRAN NGOC SUONG
NYStore o _ . e
Q Trang sirc/Bong hd wh Thich Tén gido, tin ngudng khdng don thuan chi |3 van dé thudc vé ddi séng

tam linh, tinh thdn, ma con |3 van d& van héa, dao dic, 161 s6ng c6

Yoas TinTién Giang 24h nhiing gia tri t6t dep, nhan van sau sic, nhu ddc "tUr bi” cla Phat gido,

‘a.?ﬁ Cong ty truyén thong/tin t b Thich long “nhén nghia® cla dao Cao Dai va Phat gido Hoa Hao, tu tudng
“béc &i" cUa dao Kitd, truyén thdng uéng nudc nhd ngudn, long ty
Tao Trang hao, ty ton dan toc clia tin ngudng thd cling 13 tién..

Tuy nhién, bén canh nhiIng tin 33 ngay dém tu tdm dudng tinh,

hudng dén nhiing gia tri chén, thién, my, gop phan cdng hién vao

cdng cudc xdy dung va bdo vé ddt nudc thi van con 66 s6 it ké "muon
Thém doanh nghiép vao Facebook danh dao, tao danh d4i", Igi dyng chinh sich ty do ton gido 6€ lam
Gidi thiéu vé cong viéc cla ban, 3o quang cdo va nhing diéu xdng by, vun vén Igi ich c& nhan, tham chi muon danh
ton gido d€ chdng phé dat nudc. Dién hinh cho viéc nay 1a nhiing ké
mugn danh Dao Cao Dai d€ 1ap nén céi goi 13 “Hi thanh em” tai Go
1 Cong, Tién Giang. Dudi day 13 bai viét trén fb An Nhién (tin 8 Dao

%0 Trang Cao Dai tai Tin Giang), xin dudc trich nguyén van:

két ni vdi khach hang hodc ngudi ung ho.

2/ Tiéng Noi Pong Bing:
https://www.facebook.com/163275840991799/posts/548207442498635/
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NYStore nhiing gia tri t6t dep, nhan van sdu séc, nhu ddc "t bi” cba Phat gido,
Trang sic/Ddng hd ‘ Thich 16ng “nhén nghia” cia dao Cao Dai va Phit gido Hoa Héo, tu tudng

“bac &i” cla dao Kitd, truyén théng udng nudc nhé ngudn, Iong ty
hao, ty t&n dén tdc cla tin ngudng thd cing 14 tién... ... Xem thém

Tao Trang

Thém doanh nghiép vao Facebook
Gidi thiéu vé cdng viéc cua ban, tao qudng cdo va
Lt nfi wti bhirh hinn hals nou sl Ginn hA
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2/ Tieéng Noi Dong Bang:
https://www.facebook.com/163275840991799/posts/460829957903051/
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ndl dung phan dnh Cong an dén nha cla huynh nay dé tuyén truyén

Tao Trang gidi thich, van déng huynh nay tu theo ding Gido ly clia Dic Chi ton
Tiéu mudi cdm thiy rdt buc xuc vé cach cu xlt, phat ngdn cia huynh
nay rét thd bl vo van ho... Xem thém
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