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EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF VIETNAM (SOUTH)   SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
HEADQUARTERS    Independence-Liberty- Happiness 

155 Trần Hưng Đạo Street, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam _______________________________ 
 
 No. 1238/2020/TLH-TB            Ho Chi Minh City, November 25, 2020 

To: All of God's Servants and Churches of the Evangelical Church of Vietnam  
Re: Postponing the Tenth Clerical Congress 

On behalf of the Management Committee of the Alliance Headquarters (AHQ), the AHQ 
Executive Officer respectfully informs all clergy members of the Evangelical Church of Vietnam 
(South) that the Tenth Clerical Congress originally planned for December 1 through December 
3, 2020 at the Bible Theological Institute per Notice No. 1139/2020/THL-TB, will not take place 
because the Central Religious Affairs Committee has not issued its approval. The reason is: we 
did not comply with Article 34 of the Law on Belief and Religion in terms of submitting the list 
of candidates for the Clerical Council prior to the election. Therefore, the Alliance Headquarters 
have come to the conclusion that we cannot hold the Tenth Clerical Congress as we had been 
holding prior congresses, for the following reasons: 

1. The Church cannot deviate from our good tradition and legacy of more than 100 years. 
2. The Church has been bound by successive generations of bylaws and charters, the latest 

version of which being the 2001 Charter approved by the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; 
past charters had been the basis for past conventions and conferences of the 
Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South) which has been “hold elections first and submit 
the list of elected members later”. 

3. Based on the unanimously (100% of the delegates) approved resolution reached at the 
47th Congress of the Alliance Headquarters which was held from July 17 to July 21, 
2017, the Church would not be able to comply with the requirements of Article 34 of the 
Law on Belief and Religion.  Thus, through Communication No. 1124/2020/THL-VT, the 
AHQ Executive Officer has proposed to the Central Religious Affairs Committee that the 
delegates would elect the Clerical Council first before the list of candidates is submitted. 

4. Based on Meeting Minutes Transcript No. 11/2020/BB-TT dated November 11, 2020 
from the AHQ Executive Officer regarding the holding of the Clerical Congress: Non 
concurrence with the requirement for submitting in advance the list of candidates 
running for election to the Clerical Council and the necessity for receiving approval 1 
week before the Congress start date or else holding the Congress is not feasible. 

5. Based on consensus from all the members of the Management Committee of the 
Alliance Headquarters, namely, not holding the Tenth Clerical Congress for the cited 
reasons.  

All of God’s Servants and Churches of the Alliance, there are only 3 business days left, and even 
assuming there will be official approval, the Alliance Headquarters does not have enough time 
for preparation.  Consequently, this notice is sent to all clergy members for your information. 
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Please understand the difficulties the Church is facing and continue to pray for, and support all 
the normal activities of the Clerical Council such as visitation, praying, theological training, and 
expanding and encouraging the pastoral mission of clergy members. 

May God grant peace to our hearts and minds, by the Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Reviewed by the Alliance Chair      FOR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, ALLIANCE  
    HEADQUARTERS 
    SECRETARY GENERAL cum 
    Vice Chair of the Organizing Committee of the  
    Tenth Clerical Council 

Pastor Thái Phước Trường    Pastor Phan Quang Thiệu (signed) 
     (signed and sealed) 
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CENTRAL RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE  SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
No. 991/TGCP-TL      Independence - Liberty - Happiness 

_____________________________  
   Re. Tenth Clerical Congress          Hanoi, November 25, 2020 

To: Management Committee, Alliance Headquarters 
Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South) 

Responding to Communication No. 998/2020/TLH-DHD dated September 23, 2020 and 
Communication No. 1124/2020/TLH-VT dated October 29, 2020 from the Evangelical Church of 
Vietnam (South) on the proposed Tenth Clerical Congress and registration of individuals you 
expect to elect to your Clerical Council for the 2021-2022 term; pursuant to the Law on Belief 
and Religion, the Central Religious Affairs Committee is of the following opinion: 

 - We are not ready to approve the proposal to hold the Tenth Clerical Congress of the 
Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South) because you have not followed all the procedures and 
have not complied fully with the Law on Belief and Religion. 

 -  We recommend that the Management Committee of the Alliance Headquarters of the 
Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South) follow the provisions related to the registration of those 
who will run for election to the Clerical Council for the 2021-2022 term, pursuant to the 
guidance of the Central Religious Affairs Committee, in order to obtain the approval for the 
Congress. 

 The Central Religious Affairs Committee has responded to inform the Management 
Committee of the Alliance Headquarters of the Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South). 

Recipients:       FOR THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
- As shown above      THE VICE CHAIRMAN 
- Vice Minister Vũ Chiến Thắng (for information) 
- Religious Affairs Committees (Interior Affairs Bureaus) 
  in 63 provinces and cities under the oversight  Nguyễn Ánh Chức 
  of the Central Government 
- Executive Office Director 
- Outreach Center 
- Files: VT, VPN, TL 
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- Files:   


