
1)     Is our understanding correct that “Upon Mr. Thach’s arrest, the arrest warrant was read 

aloud but that Mr. Thach’s wife was unable to view the details of the warrant and it is unknown 

what authority issued the warrant”?    

On April 23, 2020, only the search warrant was read aloud, and Mr. Thach’s wife was 

unable to view the details of the search warrant. The arrest warrant/detention note was 

given to Mr. Thach’s wife a day later of his arrest at 5:00 PM on April 24, 2020 by the 

police security, Nguyen Van An. The search and arrest warrant were issued by 

Investigation Security Agency of Nghe An Provincial Police, Nghe An province. 

 

(2)     Violation of article 109 of the 2015 Vietnamese Penal code which punishes “carrying out 

activities aimed at overthrowing the people’s administration” has been imputed by the authorities 

as the reason for the arrest?  

Yes  

 

(3)     Following his arrest on 23 April 2020, Mr. Thach has been detained at Nghi Kim, Nghe An 

detention center?   

Yes. After the appeals upheld his conviction, he has been moved to Prison Camp 5 in 

Thong Nhat ward, Thanh Hoa Province. 

 

(4)     In the above context, do you have any information as to whether he was taken to a police 

station for questioning or interrogation prior to his transfer to the detention center?  If so, could 

you provide any details about time etc. 

There was no information provided or shared by the police security on the condition or 

what happened to Mr. Thach to his family.  His lawyer, Ha Huy Son shared with his family 

that Mr. Thach spent 8 months in the detention center and that’s all they had. 

  

(5)     When was the indictment issued against him, and could you provide any details regarding 

the indictment? 

On April 1, 2020, the Investigation Security Agency of Nghe An Provincial Police issued a 

Decision to prosecute criminal case No. 08/ANDT for the crime of "Activities aimed at 

overthrowing the people's government" specified in Clause 1. Article 109 of the Penal 

Code.  

On April 23, 2020, the Investigation Security Agency of Nghe An Provincial Police issued a 

Decision to prosecute defendant No. 11/ANDT against Tran Duc Thach, for the crime of 

"Activities aimed at overthrowing the people's government" in Clause 1, Article 109 of the 



Penal Code. On September 18, 2020, the Investigation Security Agency of Nghe An 

Provincial Police issued a conclusion on the investigation of criminal case No. 436/KLDT.  

On September 21, 2020, the Chief Procurator of the People's Procuracy of Nghe An 

province issued Indictment No. 186/CT-VKS-P1, deciding to prosecute defendant Tran 

Duc Thach before the People's Court of Nghe An province for trial on the crime of 

"Activities aimed at overthrowing the people's government" specified in Clause 1, Article 

109 of the 2015 Penal Code (amended and supplemented 2017). 

  

(6)     The date when was his family able to visit him for the first time?  (While they were not 

able to see him for three months, were they able to communicate with him in other way during 

those three months?) 

On July 9, 2021, the family was not able to communicate to him but were able to send him 

some supplies. Every month Mr. Thach can call home for 10 minutes.  

 

On July 8, 2020, public security officer, Nguyen Van An, came to Mrs. Thach’s house and 

told her to go to the Division 4 Nghi Phu Ward, Vinch City, Nghe province on July 9, 2022 

to meet her husband but she said she wouldn’t go without written proof. On July 9, 2020, 

the Investigation Security Agency sent Mrs. Thach a subpoena summoning her to Division 

4 Nghi Phu Ward, Vinch City, Nghe province to meet Mr. Thach on July 10, 2022 (See 

Figure 3). She took an issue with the details of the document because a subpoena summons 

paper is for criminals, and they didn’t charge her with a crime. She told them that they 

should’ve sent her the invite document instead. 

 

(7)     The date when was his lawyer able to see him for the first time?  (Was his lawyer able to 

communicate with him during the first six months?) 

His lawyer was able to see him for the first time sometimes in September or October 2020 

in preparation for his trial in November 2020, Mr. Thach’s wife could not recall the exact 

date. No communication between him and the lawyer occurred prior to that date. When the 

lawyer went to the prison the day before Mr. Thach’s trial in November 2020, the prison 

told him that Mr. Thach was too sick and the trial would be more to December. Mr. Tran 

Duc Thach was able to see his lawyer during on December 14, 2020, the day before his trial.  

  

(8)     Could you provide the name of the court that tried the case and sentenced Mr. Thach? ( Do 

you have any other information regarding the trial etc? 

  



On December 15, 2020, the People's Court of Nghe An province opened a first instance 

trial and issued Verdict No. 184/2020/HS-ST declaring Mr. Tran Duc Thach guilty of 

"Activities aimed at overthrowing the people’s government" specified in Clause 1, Article 

109 of the Penal Code 2015 (amended and supplemented in 2017) shall be sentenced to 12 

years in prison and 3 years of probation. See Figure 1 for Ha Huy Son’s trial statement 

made for Mr. Thach. 

  

(9)    Do we understand correctly that Mr. Thach appealed the first instance court judgement? If 

so, could you give us the date of the appeal; the name of the court which considered the appeal; 

and the reasons for the denial of the appeal? 

Yes, The appealed court was the Supreme People's Court in Hanoi on March 24, 2021. Mr. 

Thach was denied the appeal of his 12-year prison term after a short “trial” in which his 

lawyer was not allowed to argue his case. The defendant himself was not notified about the 

trial until a few days before. See Figure 2 for Ha Huy Son’s trial statement made for Mr. 

Thach. 

  

(10)Could you provide any details about the ability of Mr. Thach’s family to visit him in prison, 

following his sentencing. 

After the sentencing, his wife was able to visit him Mr. Thach at the same detention center 

in May 2021. Tran Duc Thach was transferred from Nghi Kim Detention Center in Nghe 

An Province to Prison Camp 5 in Thong Nhat ward, Thanh Hoa Province, but his wife, 

Nguyen Chuong, was never notified. On June 8, 2021, she drove 40 km to bring him 

supplies, only to be told when she got there that he’d been moved the week before, to 

Prison Camp 5 in Thong Nhat ward, Thanh Hoa Province. When she asked why nobody 

told her, they said they’d sent the information to her local precinct police. By law, the local 

precinct police must notify the family if their family member is moved from one detention 

facility to another one. However, when Mrs. Thach went to the local precinct for the 

transfer information papers, they never told her they never received. She never was 

notified after that visit if they received the transfer information papers. Mrs. Thach 

complained about this on Facebook and continued to post about Mr. Thach’s case. At the 

end of August 2021, Mr. Thach was able to call home for 10 minutes.  

Currently Mr. Thach can call home for 10 minutes and receive up to 5 kgs of supply each 

month. His wife has not been unable to visit him for the last nine months due to COVID-19 

restriction therefore his monthly supply is currently sent via postal mail. 
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(Figure 1- the lawyer’s first instance trial’s defend statement.  

Read from top right to left, then right to left) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Figure 2- the lawyer’s second instance trial’s defend statement. For the appeals instance.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Figure 3- the subpoena summoning Mrs. Thach by Investigation Security Agency to Division 4 

Nghi Phu Ward, Vinch City, Nghe province to meet Mr. Thach on July 10, 2022) 


