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Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78N58hInICY

(00:00) Male announcer:

In past years, taking advantage of historical developments, land disputes, and economic
difficulties in some minority ethnic communities, some entities falsely accused the Vietnamese
State of ethnic discrimination in less developed areas. They took advantage of cases involving
the punishment of individuals and organizations trying to entice citizens to follow bad cults and
disregard traditions to accuse the government of persecuting ethnic minorities. This
undermines inter-ethnic unity, incites separatism, and appeals to movements such as the
establishment of a Hmong kingdom in the northwestern region and an independent
Montagnard state in the Central Highlands with Dega Protestantism as its state religion. And
most recently, foreign websites portrayed the disallowance of a Mass in Hoa Binh Province or
the assembly of members of the illegal organization Duong Van Minh during the COVID-19
pandemic as proof of religious persecution. To clarify this issue, let us look back at 1982, the
year when Vietnam became a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Pursuant to Clause 2 of Article 2 of the ICCPR, Vietnam upholds the following principles (shown
on screen) without religious discrimination. However, Article 4 of the ICCPR prescribes:

“4. In times of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of
which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures
derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant.”

Clearly, COVID-19 is a dangerous pandemic without precedent for Vietnam and it impacts the
entire country. The Party and State strive to safeguard the health and life of each citizen,
regardless whether the person is religious or not. Yet, some individuals keep doing the
opposite, urging people to assemble, showing no concern for their lives. If a few hundred
among them became FO or F1, who would treat them? Only the government would step up. So,
going against the policy is unacceptable, particularly when the policy is based on caring for the
people. Consequently, restricting people from assembling for events, including for religious
practice, does not contradict the principles of the ICCPR or the law, not to mention the legality
of organizations such as Duong Van Minh. In the end, these views reflect nothing other than
using religion to incite, divide, and lure ethnic minorities.

(00:00) MC Nam:

Trong nhitng ndm qua, loi dung céc van dé vé lich sir, dat dai va hoan canh séng khé khan &
mot sé noi cia mot bd phan déng bao thi mét sé ddi twong vu cdo Pang, Nha nuéc phan biét
ddi xtr trong tiép can vai cac diéu kién phat trién. Loi dung viéc x&r ly mét sé t6 chirc, cd nhan 16i
kéo dong bao theo ta dao, lam trdi vdi phong tuc, tdp quan dé vu cdo chinh quyén, dan ap
ngudi dan toc thiéu sd, tir d6 chia rd doan két gitra cac dan tdc, kich dong ly khai, kéu goi thanh
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lap nhitng cdi goi Ia Vuong qudc Méng tu tri & Tay Bac, Nha nwdc Dega doc 1ap & Tay Nguyén
vdi Tin lanh Dega lam quéc dao, va gan day nhat thi nhirng trang mang nuéc ngoai mét muc
cho rang vu viéc ngan chan hanh & tai Vu Ban, tinh Hoa Binh hay tu tap dong nguoi lién quan
dén t6 chirc bat hop phdp Duong Van Minh trong thai gian Covid 19 vira qua |a minh chirng cla
viéc dan ap, sach nhiéu ton gido. DE giai thich diéu nay, ching ta quay tré lai ndm 1982 1a ndm
ma Viét Nam tham gia Céng udc qudc té vé cdc Quyén DAn sy va Chinh tri. Theo d6 thi Viét
Nam tuan theo ca nhitng nguyén tac & phan 2, diéu 2 bao gdm viéc khong phan biét ton gido.
Tuy nhién, & Diéu 4, phan 2 cla Céng wdc quy dinh trong thoi gian cé tinh trang khan cap xay
ra, de doa sy séng con cla qudc gia va da dwoc chinh thirc céng bé thi cdc quéc gia thanh vién
c6 thé ap dung nhirng bién phap han ché cac quyén néu ra trong Cdng wdc nay.

RO rang |a Covid 19 d&i vdi Viét Nam 1a dich bénh nguy hiém chuwa cé tién 1& lai dién ra trén
pham vi toan quéc. Dang, Nha nudc thi c ¢ lo bdo dam sirc khde, mang sdng cla tirng ngudi
dan, bat ké do 1a dong bao theo dao hay khéng theo dao, con mét sé déi tugng lai c&r hd hao di
nguoc lai tu tap, coi thudng mang séng clia déng bao minh. Néu vai trdm con ngudi d6 tro
thanh FO, F1 thi thi hoi ai sé chita tri, chdm lo cho ho, chi cé nha nudc lai ding ra. Thé nén di
nguoc lai chinh sach |a khdng thé chap nhan duoc, dac biét khi chinh sach d6 1a lo cho dan. Vi
thé, viéc han ché tu tap déng ngudi tai cdc su kién, ké ca cdc hoat ddng ton gido dé tranh lay
nhiém la khéng hé di nguoc lai nguyén tac clia Cong wéce cling nhw quy dinh cla phép luat. D6
la con chua ndi tdi tinh hgp phap, nhung d6i vdi trudng hop t6 chire Dwong Van Minh. Béi vay
thi nhirng luan diéu nay xét cho cling chi |a lgi dung ton gido dé kich ddng, chia ré, 16i kéo dong
bao dan tdc thiéu so.

(02:13) Female announcer:

Last month, in a Youtube video posted by Viét Tan - an organization of reactionary expatriates -
purported to show the government harassing participants in a Mass in Vu Ban, Hoa Binh
Province. Many Facebookers jumped on the bandwagon, claiming that the government had
police officers pre-positioned to suppress. Using language designed to incite, they exaggerated
that officials of Party Secretary rank violated religious freedom. As someone who attended the
religious service on February 20, Ms. Dao Thi Vu said that only the Party secretary and vice
chairman of the town government came in their capacity as members of the local anti-COVID
committee and advised the Church to follow guidelines to ensure safety for the people. The
truth was distorted with bad intentions

(02:13) MC Nir:

Théng trudec, tai khoan Youtube cua té chirc phdn déng Iwu vong Viét Tan lan truyén clip réu rao
rang chinh quyén sach nhiéu mot Thanh 18 & dja ban Hoa Binh. Khéng it tai khoan Facebook hua
theo nang dat 13 chinh quyén bé tri cd cong an dé tran dp. V3i nhitng |&i 18 kich ddng, ho thoi
phong ring cap Uy, chinh quyén xam pham tu do tén gido. La ngudi cé mét tai budi muc vu
hém 20/2, ba Dao Thi Vu cho biét, thuc chat chi cd Bi thw va Phé chd tich thi tran vdi tu cach 1a
Ban chi dao phong chéng dich & dia phwong dén dé nghi nha thd thye hién didng céc quy dinh
dé ddm bao an toan cho ngudi dan. Sy that d3 bi bop méo véiy do xau.

(02:53) Ms. Pao Thi Vu - Vu Ban Parish Catholic, Lac Son District, Hoa Binh Province:
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They wanted to... to sow division. However, we, the people who live here, understood and
didn’t believe them, but that was how our community really saw things. The two sides haven’t
been able to understand each other and there was no attempt to create difficulties

(02:53) Ba Pao Thi Vu - Gido dan X Vu Ban, huyén Lac So'n, Hoa Binh:

Ho mudn ho 4y ho chia r&. Thé nhung ma that sy ching téi dan & day, ching téi cling hiéu thi
bon tdi cling khdng nghe nhirng cdi day, nhung ma thuwc chat dan & day ching t6i thay 1a nhu
thé. Hai bén |a chwa hiéu nhau théi chi cling khong cé cdi gi 1a gy khé khan dau.

(03:06) Female announcer:
Not only did they distort the truth, some news websites even complained that the government
persecuted Catholics. But the facts showed why the government had to express its views.

(03:06) MC Nir:
Khéng chi xuyén tac mdt s trang tin con lu loa rang chinh quyén dan ap Cong gido, nhung thuc
té€ d3 chirng minh vi sao chinh quyén budc phai ¢ y kién.

(03:16) Mr. Pham Pirc Tuyén, neighborhood leader of Ddc Lap Street, Town of Vu Ban, Lac
So’n District, Hoa Binh Province:

The Town People’s Committee prohibited people from assembling because of COVID. The
restriction was the most severe, even for events such as weddings or funerals, at most no more
than 30 participants. But on that day, there were over 100 - 200 attendees, and, naturally, local
government leaders came to remind people not to form a crowd because of the pandemic. The
pandemic poses great risks. At this time, | saw that in our neighborhood nearly a third of the
population were FO.

(03:16) Ong Pham Drc Tuyén - Trwdng Pho Doc Lap, thi tran Vu Ban, huyén Lac Son, Hoa
Binh:

Uy ban thi trdn cdm tu tap dong nguoi dé phong chéng dich bénh Covid nay, thi han ché téi da,
ké ca c6 dam cudi, ddm ma dé, nhat Ia cling chi khodng 30 ngudi tré lai, nhuwng hom day 1a &
day cé khoang 100 - 200 ngudi gi day, thi duwong nhién céc 1anh dao dia phuong ra thi nhac nhé
la khdng dugce tu tap dong ngudi gay dich bénh. Vi dich bénh rat nguy hiém. T6i thay dén thoi
diém nay tdi thay & khu chd ching t6i gan nhuw 13 % 13 FO roi.

(03:43) Female announcer:

These are pictures of activities by the interdisciplinary anti-COVID team in Yén Lam Commune,
Ham Yén District, Tuyén Quang Province, negatively portrayed by foreign websites lacking in
goodwill with words full of malicious intent. The event took place last December, when the
local government found out that the driver of a vehicle carrying the corpse of Duong Van Minh
- the leader of the illegal organization bearing his name - from the hospital to his home, was
infected with SARS-CoV-2.

(03:43) MC Nir:

DAy 13 hinh dnh vé hoat ddng cla luc luvgng lién nganh phong chéng dich tai x3 Yén LAm, huyén
Ham Yén, tinh Tuyén Quang dugc céc trang thiéu thién chi cda nudc ngoai dang tai cung nhirng
|&i 18 day dp dat. Su viéc xay ra vao thang 12 nam ngodi khi dia phuong nay phat hién nguoi l4i

xe ch& thi hai Dwong Van Minh, ké dirng dau t6 chirc bat hgp phap mang tén cda han, tir bénh

vién vé nha bj duong tinh v&i SARS CoV-2.
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(04:07) Mr. Vii Van Thinh - Chairman, People’s Committee of Yén Ldm Commune, Ham Yén
District, Tuyén Quang Province:

In the afternoon of that day, we were notified that Mr. Thu - the driver of the vehicle
transporting Duong Van Minh - was infected with SARS-CoV-2. After receiving this information,
the commune took measures to prevent infection. However, the family did not coordinate or
cooperate, and those people came to hamper and cause difficulties to the leadership
committee of the commune and that of the village while the committee worked to prevent and
fight the pandemic.

(04:07) Ong Vii Van Thinh - Chi tich UBND x3 Yén Lam, Ham Yén, Tuyén Quang:

Ngay hém dé, budi chiéu thi cé thdng bao anh Thu 13i xe dwa anh Dwong Van Minh thi d3 duong tinh véi
SARS CoV-2. Sau khi nhan dugc théng tin thi x3 da trién khai cac diém vé dam bao cong tac phong,
chdng dich, tuy nhién, gia dinh khong phdi hop, khdng hop tac va cac ddi tugng d6 kéo dén can trd roi
gay khé dé véi luc lvong Ban chi dao x3 cling nhu 13 thdn dé 1am cdng tac phong, chéng dich.

(04:39) Female announcer:

We need to add, this was not the first time Vietnam was falsely accused of persecuting religious
believers from ethnic minority communities when we reminded the people to combat the
criminal activities of the Duong Van Minh organization, disregarding the fact that Duong Van
Minh was only a convict sentenced to 5 years in prison for fraud and spreading superstition. He
claimed to be a religious leader, the king of the Hmong, someone used by Jesus to
communicate with believers, and spreading his claim that “whoever followed him did not need
to work and still could make a living; did not need to go to school and still could read and write;
would be rewarded with youth and would be free from disease”. Further, the illegal
organization of Duong Van Minh misrepresented the policy and approach of the Party and
State; and incited separatism to establish an autonomous Hmong state. Many fell for it and sold
their properties to donate to the Dwong Van Minh organization. Now, many have awakened,
removed symbols of the illegal organization from their homes, and severed their relationship
with bad individuals

(04:39) MC Nir:

Ciling can ndi thém, day khéng phai la lan dau Viét Nam bi vu cdo, dan ap ngudi dan téc theo
dao khi nhdc nhé, dau tranh véi cac viéc lam vi pham phép luat cda té chirc Duong Van Minh.
B4t chdp mét sy that khi Duwong Van Minh chi la mét ké tirng bi phat 5 ndm tu giam, vi tdi lira
dado chiém doat tai san, truyén bd mé tin di doan. Mét ké ty cho minh Ia gido chd, la vua cla
nguwdi Méng, la ngudi dwgc Chda Gié Su nhap va tuyén truyén “ai di theo thi khdng lam cling ¢
an, khdng hoc cling biét chit, ngudi tré s& mai khdng gia, 6m dau s& ty khoi bénh”. Khéng chi cé
vy, t6 chirc bat hop phép cla Duong Van Minh con xuyén tac dudng 18i, chinh sdch cla Dang,
Nha nudc, kich déng ly khai dé thanh 1ap Nha nwdc H'Mong tu tri. Khdng it ngudi da bi lira,
nhiéu ngudi d3 phai ban tai san dé déong gdp cho t6 chirc Dwong Van Minh. P&n nay nhiéu ba
con d3 thire tinh, nhidu ngudi da d& biéu twong cha té chire bat hgp phap ra khdi nha va doan
tuyét vdi nhirng ké xau.

(05:35) Mr. Hoang Tri C6t, Thwong Thon Commune, Ha Quang District, Cao Bang Province:
The illegal Duong Van Minh organization - after someone dies - the family is not allowed to
beat on drums or write eulogies on banners to commemorate the good work of their parents.
This is wrong and goes against Hmong traditions.


https://youtu.be/78N58hlnICY?t=247
https://youtu.be/78N58hlnICY?t=247
https://youtu.be/78N58hlnICY?t=279
https://youtu.be/78N58hlnICY?t=279
https://youtu.be/78N58hlnICY?t=335

(05:35) Ong Hoang Tri Cot - X3 Thwong Thon, huyén Ha Quang, Cao Bang:

T6 chirc bat hop phap Duong Van Minh nay, thi sau khi ngudi ta chét rdi thi khdng duoc thoi
kén, khéng dugc danh tréng, khdng duoc lam céc bai ban dé nhd lai cdi cdng on cla b6 me.
Lam nhuw thé nay 1a né khéng dung. N6 tréi véi céi tp quan, vdi cai thudn phong clia ngudi dan
téc Mong.

(05:55) Pastor Phung Van Dinh - Protestant group in Thudn Mang Commune, Ngan So'n
District, Bac Kan Province:

The illegal Dwong Van Minh organization lured people, including Protestants. | told my worship
group that this organization was not approved by the government. So, | advised my group that
they must not follow the Duvong Van Minh religion.

(05:55) Muc s Phung Vin Dinh - Nhém Tin Lanh x3 Thuan Mang, huyén Ngan Son, Bac Kan:
T6 chirc bat hop phap clia Duvong Van Minh 16i kéo, ké ca trong d6 ¢é tin d6 cta Tin Lanh. Téi
cling dai dién cho diém nhém rang 1 cai t6 chirc day la khdng dugc nha nuwéc cho phép. Cho
nén todi khuyén cdo rang ba con trén diém nhédm cla minh khéng duoc di theo dao Dwong Van
Minh.

(06:17) Female announcer:

Using issues related to indigenous peoples and religion to incite separatism is not a new tactic.
The Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central Highlands is a reactionary organization
masquerading as a religious entity. For example, this organization brings together its followers
in the country who are from ethnic communities, networks with other Protestant organizations
and a number of Vietnamese reactionary expatriates to use democracy, human rights, and
religious freedom as issues, to oppose and undermine the Vietnamese State in order to
establish a separate state and religion for indigenous peoples. When uncovered and punished,
they would use this development to falsely accuse Vietnam of violating human rights and
religious freedom to attract attention and advocate for foreign intervention.

(06:17) MC Nir:

Loi dung van dé dan tdc, tén gido dé kich ddng ly khai |a chiéu bai khdng mdi. Hi thanh Tin
Lanh Dang Christ TAy Nguyén, mot t6 chirc phan déng doi 16t tén gido ca. Vi du td chirc nay
chuyén tap hop tin d6 1a ngudi dan toc thiéu s6 & trong nudc, lién két véi cdc nhdm Tin Lanh
khéc va s6 doi twong phan dong ngudi Viét luu vong. Loi dung van dé dan chd, nhan quyén, tu
do ton gido dé chéng phd Viét Nam, doi thanh 13p nha nuwdc riéng, ton gido riéng cho ngudi dan
tdc thiéu sé. Khi bi phat hién, xir ly ching s& |ay d6 la ly do dé vu cdo Viét Nam vi pham quyén
con ngudi va quyén tu do tdn gido nham tao su chud y va kéu goi su can thiép clia nuéc ngoai.

(06:55) Major General Bui Thanh Ha, former Deputy Director, Homeland Security Directorate,
Ministry of Public Security:

They rely on contacts and relationships to lure others, and particularly on FULRO members who
were released from prison, dissatisfied FULRO members, and use democracy and human rights,
situations involving disputes, complaints, etc. to incite opposition, promising to give them
money and promotions when the Dega State becomes reality.

(06:55) Thiéu Twé'ng Bui Thanh Ha - Nguyén Phé Cuc Trudng, Cuc An Ninh Ndi Dia, B6 Cong
An:
Ho cling dwa vao cdi s6 quen biét, s6 cé quan hé dé 16i kéo va dic biét 1a s6 Fulro tu tha, s6
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Fulro cé tu tuwdng bat man, va lgi dung chiéu bai dan téc, tdn gido, dan ch(, nhan quyén, cac cai
vu viéc tranh chép, khiéu kién dé kich déng chdng ddi, htra hen glri tién, phuong tién, roi phong
chtrc khi ma Nha nwdc Dega thanh cong.

(07:24) Female announcer:

In Vietnam, freedom of religion or beliefs of all citizens and religions is treated on an equal basis
by the law, and we respect and guarantee the right to religious practice for all religions.
However, like many other countries. Vietnam does not accept the use of this topic to incite
separatism, sow division among ethnic groups and religions, or disrupt public order and
undermine national security.

(07:24) MC Nir:

O Viét Nam, quyén tu do tin ngudng, ton gido cla cac cong dan, cac tén gido déu binh déng
trudc phap luat, ton trong va bao ddm hoat dong cla cac tdn gido. Nhung ciling giéng nhw
nhiéu qudc gia khdc, Viét Nam khdng chip nhan viéc lgi dung van dé nay dé xuyén tac, kich
dong ly khai, chia r& cac dan tdc, ton gido, gay rdi trat ty cong cdng, xdm pham dén an ninh
quoc gia.

(07:46) Pastor Charlie Mckenzie - Hanoi International Fellowship:
| lived in Hanoi for seven years, and throughout my tenure as a pastor of a church in the city, |
never felt threatened or pressured by the Vietnamese Government.

(07:46) Muc sw Charlie Mckenzie - Cong déng Tin Lanh qudc t& Hanoi International
Fellowship:

Toi tirng séng & Ha Ndi 7 ndm va trong sudt khodng thdi gian la muc sw @ mot nha thé & do, téi
khang dinh rang minh hoan toan cé ty do tén gido nhu cac qudc gia khac. Chua bao gior toi cdm
thay bi de doa hay gy ap luc béi chinh quyén Viét Nam.

(08:04) Female announcer:

In Vietnam there are currently 43 organizations from 16 different religions that have been
recognized by the government and registered for religious activities, comprising over 26.5
million believers, accounting for 27% of the population. There are around 8,500 religious or
beliefs-based festivals held at the national and local levels each year. In recent years, the
Buddhist Church of Vietham even hosted the United Nations celebration of Buddha’s birthday
in Vietnam, a major international religious event with participation by thousands of clergy
members and Buddhists from all over the world. Thus, we can affirm that the accusations made
by reactionary organizations will not be able to change the reality about the accomplishments
by Vietnam related to guaranteeing religious freedom for our people, as acknowledged by the
international community.

(08:04) MC Nir:

Viét Nam hién c6 43 t6 chirc thudc 16 tdn gido khac nhau dwoc nha nwdc cdng nhan va dang ky
hoat ddng, c6 hon 26,5 triéu tin d6 ton gido, chiém 27 % dan s6 cd nudc. Hang ndm, tai Viét
Nam c6 khoang 8500 |& hdi tén gido hodc tin ngudng cac qudc gia va dia phuong t6 chirc.
Nhirng ndm gan day, Gido hdi Phat gido Viét Nam con ding cai t6 chirc Dai I8 Phat dan Lién hop
quéc tai Viét Nam, mot sy kién ton gido qudc té Ién thu hit sy tham du cdia hang nghin chirc
sac tin do Phat gido trén thé gidi. Do d6, cé thé khdng dinh réng nhitng cdo budc sai s that cla
cac t6 chirc phan dong s& khong thé thay doi duoc sy that vé nhirng thanh qud cta Viét Nam
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d3 dat dwoc trong viéc dam bao cac quyén tu do tin ngudng cho ngudi ddn ma cdng déng quéc
té& da thira nhan.

(08:48) Pastor Charlie Mckenzie - Hanoi International Fellowship:

When | learned about organizations accusing Vietnam of violations of religious freedom, |
wanted to say to them: ‘Try to come to Vietnam and live with the Vietnamese people, stroll
daily along Vietnamese streets, and particularly, come to churches on Sundays, before making a
judgment about whether religious freedom exists in Vietnam or not. On the contrary, there is
much religious freedom in Vietnam.”

(08:48) Muc sw Charlie Mckenzie - Cong déng Tin Lanh qudc t& Hanoi International
Fellowship:

Khi duoc biét nhitng t6 chirc cdo budc Viét Nam vi pham tu do ton gido, tdéi mudn ndi vdi ho
rang hay thlr dén séng & Viét Nam, cung v&i ngudi Viét Nam, di hang ngay trén cac con dudng
& Viét Nam va déc biét hdy dén nha thd vao chi nhat hang tuan trudc khi dwa ra phan xét. Ty
do tén gido cé & Viet Nam khdng? Cé nhiéu la dang khac.
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