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On 14 November, 2014, Mr. Sabay Kieng (aka Kieng Sabay in Khmer), his wife and 
3 children came to Canada among the first group of former boat people resettled 
under Canada’s Temporary Public Policy Concerning Certain Vietnamese Persons 
Residing in Thailand without Status. 
 

  
 
Kieng Sabay, wife and children arriving at Pearson Airport, Toronto on 14 
November, 2014 

 

They were greeted warmly with the slogan "Thank you Canada for finally giving us 
our freedom". 
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Kieng Sabay arriving in Vancouver, 14 November, 2014 
 

In an interview with CBC television, Mr. Kieng Sabay said that he had been stuck 
in the limbo of statelessness in Thailand for 25 years after fleeing Vietnam. See: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/vietnamese-immigrants-arrive-after-
years-of-legal-limbo-1.2836661  
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/vietnamese-immigrants-arrive-after-years-of-legal-limbo-1.2836661
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/vietnamese-immigrants-arrive-after-years-of-legal-limbo-1.2836661
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It took five years for CBC to realize it was deceived. Mr. Kieng Sabay was in Site II 
Camp for Cambodians and returned to Cambodia in 1997. According to his own 
biography, discovered by CBC, Kieng Sabay studied at Regent College, located in 
Phnom Penh, from 1997 to 2001. He was Board member of Ar�sans Associa�on of 
Cambodia from 2007 to 2012 and has conducted business ac�vi�es and was 
involved in social enterprise in Cambodia since 2011.  
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According to CBC's inves�ga�on, before coming to Canada he owned a jewelry and 
handicra� shop named Cra�works Cambodia in the na�on’s capital Phnom Penh 
since at least 2008. A business partner of Mr. Kieng Sabay told CBC that Mr. Kieng 
Sabay and his family had hurriedly le� Phnom Penh to go to Bangkok and then to 
Canada. According to this person, Mr. Sabay's family belongs to the upper class in 
Cambodia. He was not dri�ing in Thailand as a stateless. 
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According to the CBC staff conduc�ng the inves�ga�on, “CBC tried reaching Kieng 
on the phone again, but he said he was ‘busy’ before hanging up. CBC made further 
atempts to get a comment about these inconsistencies but did not get a response.” 
htps://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resetlement-
program-1.5278953 
 

 
 
Also, according to CBC's investigation, Mr. Kieng Sabay once attended a business 
conference in Manila, Philippines, which means he must have had valid documents 
to travel and was not stateless as he claimed to justify resettlement to Canada.  See: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resettlement-program-
1.5278953 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resettlement-program-1.5278953
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resettlement-program-1.5278953
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resettlement-program-1.5278953
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/vietnamese-boat-people-resettlement-program-1.5278953
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Just ten months after resettlement to Canada, Mr. Kieng Sabay was already back in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 24 July, 2015 to take care of his business. Most likely, 
he traveled back to Cambodia using his Cambodian passport. 
 

  
 
Kieng Sabay back in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on 24 July, 2015 
 
Below picture shows Mr. Kieng Sabay with his friend Mr. Thach Dong (Exhibit 3) 
together at the border of Cambodia and Thailand in 1997. According to our 
investigation, apparently Thach Dong helped Kien Sabay get on VOICE’s 
resettlement list.  
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