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Fig 1. Jarai women in Plei Lao village, Gia Lai province, where Mobile Intervention Police broke 
up an all-night prayer meeting in March 2001, fired on villagers – killing one – then burned the 
village church. © 2001 Human Rights Watch 
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Fig 2. Montagnard demonstrators were beaten by government security forces during mass 
protests in February 2001 against land confiscation and religious repression in the Central 
highlands (Photo: Human Rights Watch) 

 

 

Fig 3. Security Investigation Agency personnel reading the order to prosecute and detain Y Krếc 
Bys on 8 April 2023 
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Fig 5. Y Thinh Niê, an independent house church leader, observing 22 August International Day 
in the privacy of his home, Cư M’gar District, Đắk Lắk Province, 22 August 2022 

 

 

Fig. 6. Ms. H Ban Niê: section chief, government of Krông Buk District, attending the public 
denunciation 
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Figs. 7 and 8. Other scenes of the public denunciation event  

 

 
 
Fig. 9. ECVN-South Pastor Y Čuah Hđơ̆k denouncing Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central 
Highlands, its Evangelist Y Krêc Byă, and its founding pastor, A Ga, who lives in the United 
States, 21 October 2022 (picture taken by a member of this church). 
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Fig. 10. ECVN-South Pastor Nay Sia condemning the Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central 
Highlands on a television program of the Police Department of Đắk Lắk Province 
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Fig. 11. ECVN-South Pastor Nay Sia shown with Police Lt. Colonel Y Thu Êban on Ministry of 
Public Security television program denouncing the Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central 
Highlands, 4 February, 2023 
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Fig. 12. ECVN – South. Page from a document specifying obligations of affiliates at the village 
level, which includes boycotting Dega Protestantism and following government policy.1 

The table below is a partial list of independent house churches whose members have been 
forced to join ECVN-South following the shooting incidents. 

L House Church Membership in 
2022 

Affiliation, Name of 
Leader 

 Membership Status 

1. Drai Village, Krông Ana District, 
Đắk Lắk Province. Members: 15 

Independent house 
church. Y Dưa Niê 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

2. Tơ Lơ Village, Eana Commune, 
Krông Ana District, Đắk Lắk 

Province. 30 

Independent house 
church. Y Then Niê 

 

 Church leader chose 
to pray at home 

without inviting other 
families 

 
1 According to Human Rights Watch, this protestantism “combines aspirations for independence and the particular 
type of evangelical Christianity many highlanders practice. Montagnard preachers often use Biblical stories of the 
lost tribes of Israel and the promised land to illustrate the political struggle for independence”. 
https://www.hrw.org/reports/2002/vietnam/viet0402-08.htm 
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3. Krue Villsge, Ea Bôn Communeg, 
Krông Ana District, Đắk Lắk 

Province. 30 

Independent house 
church. Y Hoan Bkrông 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

4. Trấp Village, H Né Village, Ea 
Drông Commune, Buôn Hồ 
Town, Đắk Lắk Province. 50 

Good News Mission 
Church. 

Y Blah Niê and Y Lạc  Niê 

 More than half chose 
to pray at home 

without attending 
Sunday service with 

others 

5. Sút M’đưng Village, Cư Suê 
Commune, Cư M'gar District, 

Đắk Lắk Province. 40 

Independent house 
church. Y Cung Niê and Y 

Y Don Niê 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

6. Ea Mâp Village, Ea Pôc Town, Cư 
M’gar District, Đắk Lắk Province.  

30 

Independent house 
church. Y Nuer Bdap 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

7. Ea Kjoh B Village, Ea Drông 
Commune, Buôn Hồ Town, Đắk 

Lắk Province. 200  

Good News Mission 
Church. Y Duen Niê 

 All believers joined the 
Evangelical Church of 

Vietnam - South. 

Leader chose to pray 
at home. 

8 Cuôr Knia 2 Village, Êa Bar 
Commune, Buôn Đôn District, 

Đắk Lắk Province. 24 

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 

Highlands, Y Krếc Byă 

 Leader detained. Less 
than half chose to 

pray at home without 
attending Sunday 

service with others 

9 Pưng B Village, Êa Lâm 
Commune, Sông Hinh District, 

Phú Yên Province. 15 

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 

Highlands, Nay Y Blang,  

 Leader detained. Less 
than half chose to 

pray at home without 
attending Sunday 

service with others 

10
. 

Tara Puôr Village, Hoà Thắng 
Commune, Buôn Ma Thuột City. 

10 

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 
Highlands, Y Lui Êban 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 
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11 Ko Dung A Village, Êa Ñuôl 
Commune, Buôn Đôn District, 

Đắk Lắk Province. 15 

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 
Highlands, Y Nguyệt 

Bkrông 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

12 Dhu Village, Êa Drông Commune, 
Buôn Hồ Town, Đắk Lắk 

Province. 12  

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 

Highlands, Y Glen Kbuôr 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

13 Kít Village, Sông Hinh Commune, 
Sông Hinh District, Đắk Lắk 

Province. 10 

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 

Highlands, Y Bhem Byă 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

14 Dhu Village, Êa Drông Commune, 
Buôn Hồ Town, Đắk Lắk 

Province. 12  

Evangelical Church of 
Christ of the Central 

Highlands, Y Wôl Niê 

 Less than half chose to 
pray at home without 

attending Sunday 
service with others 

 

 
Fig. 13 Police’s line-up from which Y Quynh Bdap’s parents must identify him 

 


