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1) A public education cas
IRAC'S new mission

newsletter, ethnic lay

mpaign o promote awareness of and support for
and programs. This can be done through IRAC's
nguage newspaper articles, community meetings, etc.
2)  Formation of national ethnic Indochinese organizations, o that cach
community can develop its own agenda and address its own needs
independently. At the same time, each group will continue to work with the
others on issues of common interest, under the coordination of IRAC.

+ The Cambodian Network Council is already established. IRAC will
consolidate and formalize the working relationship with this group.

+ The Hmong National Development is being formed. IRAC will
continue to assist in the process and provide start-up support, including
office space.

The Vietnamese-American National Alliance is also being formed.
IRAC plans to facilitate its formal establishment at a national meeting
scheduled for November 1993.

3)  Personnel recruitment and development. IRAC needs more professional staff
who can fill new organizational needs. Volunteers, from among young
professionals of each ethnic group, will be mobilized.

4)  Program development. On the domestic side, emphasis will be placed upon
community empowerment to build a new generation of leaders, coalition-
building with other Asian-Pacific American groups, voice on issues of
common concern, eg. glass ceiling, hate crime, voting power, etc.

On the international side, ie. Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam, programs will aim at:

- Reintegration assistance o returning asylum-seekers.

- Reconciliation, reconstruction, and development.

- Promotion of human rights and democracy through social development
programs.

5)  Diversification of funding sources

To carry out this ambitious program, IRAC will be tapping into new sources of
government funding such as the Department of State, U.S. Agency for International
Development, and U.S. Information Agency, and relevant international semi-
governmental agencies such as the U.N. Development Program and the European

Community. We will contact and negotiate with international institutions like the World
Bank, and international NGOs.
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I _add\lupn. IRAC will be looking towards a whole new array of foundations with
international interests, and will tap those corporations who have in the past or intend to
do business in Cambodia, Laos, or Vietnam

Finally, because these new initiatives are of such deep concern to community

members, we will be mounting a major people-to-people fund-raising campaign. It is in
this aspect that the Ford Foundation-sponsored training p

rovided to us over the past two
years by The Fund Raising School at Indiana University's Center on Philanthropy will
come in very handy, and this is the primary reason why IRAC Prcmi‘cm Le Xuan Khoa
will be attending course 201 — "Major Gifts: Lead and Succeed” in San Francisco,
March 24-27, 1993.
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to discuss concrete projects on transfer of technology to be
implemented in the near future.

Overview on U.S. NGOs — In response to an invitation by

the People’s Aid Coordinating Committee (PACCOM), Dr. |

Khoa made a brief presentation on the non-governmental
“organizations in the U.S., their national and international
interests, their humamtanan, professional and advocacy
roles, and their funding sources. He emphasized the
increasingly important and appropriate role of NGOs in the
post-Cold War era to promote peace, democracy, and
development, particularly in developing nations and war-
torn countries.

Meeting with UNDP — During his visit to Washington
D.C. in May 1995, UNDP/Vietnam Representative Roy
Morey visited SEARAC and expressed his interest in
SEARAC’s program in Vietnam, particularly its plan to
mobilize Vietnamese-American professionals in future
reconstruction and development activities. SEARAC
President Le Xuan Khoa visited UNDP’s Hanoi office on
August 6th where he discussed with UNDP Deputy
Representative Jordan Ryan the need to enhance UNDP’s
TOKTEN program (Transfer of Knowledge Through
Expatriate Nationals), and how SEARAC could be helpful
in this effort. This possibility will be explored further once
a new agreement on UNDP’s entire program has been
signed by the Vietnamese government, probably later in
August,

TESTIFYING ON THE CPA

On July 25, SEARAC’s President Le Xuan Khoa was
invited to testify before a joint hearing on the
Comprehensive Plan of Action co-chaired by Congressman
Doug Bereuter, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific, and Congressman Chris Smith, Chairman of the
Subcommittee on International Operations and Human
Rights. Khoa proposed a six-point plan which he qualified
as both humanitarian in nature and realistic in terms of
resettlement, repatriation, and assistance. He defined a
number of categories of asylum-seekers that need to be re-
interviewed for resettlement. Those who do not meet new
resettlement criteria should be assisted in their repatriation
and their effort to rebuild their lives in Vietnam. The full
text of Khoa’s testimony appears on the cover page of this
issue.

SEARAC RECEIVES LEADERSHIP AWARD

On July 20 in Los Angeles, California, LEAP (Leadership
Education for Asian Pacifics) honored SEARAC’s President
Le Xuan Khoa for his "outstanding contributions and his
efforts to promote greater understanding of Asian Pacific
American issues and concerns.” Other honorees were:
William G. Ouchi, Chief of Staff to the Mayor of Los
Angeles; Beulah Quo, one of Hollywood’s most respected
and successful Asian-American character actresses, and
founding member of East West Players, the nation’s first
Asian American theater company; Paul Y. Sasaki, Vice
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President and General Manager. of .the Civil.. and
International Systems Division of TRW; and SIPA, the
Search to Involve Pilipino Americans, a Los Angeles-based
nonprofit community service agency founded in 1972.

The proceeds from the awards banquet will help LEAP to

work toward full participation and equality for Asian Pacxfic

Americans locally, regionally, and nationally.
SUPPORTING TORTURE VICTIMS RELIEF ACT

On May 3, 1995, SEARAC President Le Xuan Khoa wrote
to Congresswoman Constance A. Morella, his’ represen-
tative (MD/8th District), urging her to- Co-sponsor’ the
Torture Victims Relief Act of 1995 (H.R. 1416) introduced
in the 104th Congress by Representatives Christopher Smith
and Tom Lantos.

States. These provisions enable victims to recover their
lives and become productive members of our communities:
The Act also supports treatment programs abroad, both
bilaterally and through the United Nations. These programs

enable torture victims to continue their work on behalf of '

human rights.

On July 21, SEARAC President co-signed with some ﬁfty_
non-governmental organizations and human rlghts groups a

letter supporting the Comprehensive Torture Victims Relief

Act (S. 1058) introduced in the Senate by Senator Paul D.-

Wellstone.

NEW FACES

Clement K. Luc served as SEARAC’s Business
Manager from 1984-85. He recently moved back to-
Washington, D.C. from California and rejoined us on.
a part-time basis to assist on compliance ‘with'
Generally Accepted Accounting Practices and help'
bring SEARAC’s accounting system into the computer
age.

Duyen H. Nguyen joined SEARAC in August as
Program Coordinator. He is managing SEARAC’s.

National Alliance for Vietnamese-American ' Service
Agencies (NAVASA) program and an mnovatlve.:
MAA Capacity Building Project under the auspxcw of
the Pennsylvania Heritage Affairs :Commission’
(PHAC). Duyen formerly served as Deputy Executive
Director of the Southeast Asian Commumty Center in
San Francisco, California; Director of Refugee
Services at Lutheran Social Services in Chicago,
Illinois; Deputy Director of the Joint Voluntary
Agency, Hong Kong. He has also worked as a
Targeted Assistance Grant Program Coordinator and
Refugee Resettlement Specialist. He is a graduate of
the University of Saigon Law School, with a BA .in
Criminal Justice.

The Act expedites the apphcatxon by
torture victims for refugee or asylum status and supports.
treatment programs for victims of torture im the United

capacity-building projects, with specific focus on the |
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IRAC IN TRANSITION

s

From Refugee Resettlement o Community Erpawerment in the U.

From Refugee Protection to Social Development in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam,

EVOLUTION OF IRAC

A quick review of the history of IRAC shows three major phases i the
organization’s development

Phase 1 (1979-1980)  response 10 an emergency siuation. Tn the words of Rob
Stein, IRAC's founder and first Executive Director, IRAC "was litle more than 2
nucleas of consultants from diverse backgrounds” who created the organization 1o
address “the famine in Cambodia, and capacity-building within the domestic resettlement

shows impressive achicvemens: from the establishment of a data
collection and analysis system within the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), the
production of manuals for service delivery programs and the facilitation of dialoges
between specialists and public officials, to advacacy for expansion of federal resources to
assist in overall refugee resettlement

Milestones

1979 Creation of the Cambodia Crisis Center, raising 590 million 10
provide emergency assistance 1o the Cambodian people.

1979 First national consultation with representatives of Indochinese
refugees, coining the term Mutual Assistance Associations (MAAS).

1980 Publication of Refugee Resettlement Resource Manual,

1980 A series of seven “practitioner workshops” for resettlement service
agencies.

1980 Two regional conferences and three smaller consultations for policy-
makers, service providers, and refugees.

1980 First direct grants from ORR 0 25 MAAs.

Phase 11 (1981-1993) ~ ransiton (0 an ethnic organization. During ihis phase, the
IRAC board and saff were restructured o reflect this new ethnic identity. Le Xuan
Khoa became the third Executive Director of IRAC, and the first IRAC ethnic chief
executive. The funding and focus of IRAC's activities concentrated primarily on refugee
community developmen through MAA technical assistance programs, and advocacy for
MAAS’ funding. IRAC developed 4 tremendous network with refugee organizations
around the country, and served as a clearinghouse for federal institutions who wished to
interact with the Indochinese refugee community.
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Milestones
-1982 " 7
1981-1982  Transition from American management to Indochinese-American

o310, 'cadership.
1983-1984 A series of training workshops nationwide, with the participation of
400 MAAs,
1986 National Indochinese Leadership Conference.

1988 National consultation with MAAs
1989 MAA Resource Development Handbook
1988-1993  Resource Bulletin (Nos. 1-15)
1993 MAA-Sparkplug Leadership Seminar.

In addition, as described in etter in the 1988-89 bi-annual report, this
was "a period of increasing foc: onal scene due to the refugee asylum
crisis.” TRAC sponsored the First Asylum Conference, which catapulted the organization
into an international player. Overseas trips to refugee camps, attendance at and active
participation in the Geneva Conference on Indochinese Refugees (June 1989) and
subsequent follow-up activities validated this new role for IRAC.

Milestones
1987 Fact-finding trip to refugee camps, press conference on Capitol Hill
1988 International First Asylum Conference.

1989 Contribution to International Conference on Indochinese Refugees
(Geneva).

1989 Public recognition by U.S. Department of State’s chief negotiator of
IRAC's role in obtaining the release and resettlement of tens of
thousands of former political prisoners.

1991 First NGO delegation to Vietnam.

1992 International Forum on the Comprehensive Plan of Action.

1993 NGO Conference in Vietnam — first IRAC assistance programs to
Vietnamese returnees.

Phase 111 (1993-7) — community empowerment and contribution to reconstruction and
development in countries of origin. This phase marks IRAC's major shift of focus, from
refugee-related issues to community empowerment in the U.S. and participation in the
process of social reform in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. This new direction is in tune
with geopolitical changes in Southeast Asia in the aftermath of the Cold War, and a new
era of relationship between the U.S. and the three countries of Indochina.

During the transition, IRAC proposed a four-point plan to resolve the residual
issues of the Vietnamese refugee problem, so that the U.S. and the international
community can “close this tragic chapter of history in good conscience and peace of
mind.” (see Attachment “The CPA Revisited," pages 4-7)

To achieve these new domestic and international goals, IRAC needs to conduct a
series of activities including the following:




