
Vietnam: government harassed a Cao Dai adherent in Tiền Giang Province on 29 November 2021.
The victims consent to have their names disclosed in a letter that may be sent as appropriate to the
Vietnamese Government, or others, and have his name appear in a public report presented to the

Human Rights Council and inserted in a public database.

To: Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief
c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations at Geneva
CH1211 Geneva 10

(1) General information
Summary:
The police harassed a Cao Dai adherent who advocates for religious freedom, e.g.,

attended the Southeast Asia Freedom of Religion or Belief (SEAFoRB 2019) Conference. They
wanted to dissuade her from attending the Seventh SEAFoRB (online in November 2021)

- Did the incidents involve an individual or a group? 1 adherent of the authentic Cao Dai
Church

- Location of incident: Tiền Giang Province, Vietnam
-Nationality and ethnic group of victim: Vietnamese citizenship, Kinh (dominant ethnic

group)
-Does national policy require registration for religious activities? If yes, what is the current

status of the group? Yes, required. The Communist government established a Cao Dai1

denomination in 1997 (with fundamental doctrinal differences from the authentic Cao Dai
religion that was established in 1926, in other words, not the same religion) and turned over
the original Cao Dai Church’s assets to the 1997 sect. Further, the 1997 sect has been used to
infiltrate and oppress the authentic Cao Dai Church.

(2) Identity of the persons concerned
Please see Addendum 1. They are with the authentic Cao Dai Church; Vietnamese

citizenship, Kinh ethnic group.

(3) Information on the alleged violation(s)
-Date and time (approximate if not known exactly)
● 29 November 2021 - Ms. Nguyễn Hồng Phượng, Quơn Long Commune
On the previous day (28 November), Captain Đỗ Hoàng Giang, chief, Quơn Long

Commune Police, had an interrogation request delivered to Parish Executive Committee
member Nguyễn Hồng Phượng (unusual because this was a Sunday).

On 29 November, at 9:15 AM, Captain Hiếu, deputy chief, Quơn Long Commune Police,
and Mr. Đoàn, Communist Party secretary of the hamlet, came to Ms. Phuong’s home to
inquire why she had not come for the meeting. She replied: the request did not state the topic
to be discussed and was not sent out sufficiently ahead of time; on 18 September 2021m the
police kidnapped her for an interrogation and she filed a complaint on 18 October 2021; the

1The Law on Belief and Religion uses the devious approach of implicitly requiring registration because this law
denies the possibility of acquiring legal personality unless an organization is registered, but does not state that
registration is a prerequisite for conducting religious activities.
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police had not answered (see exhibits in Evidence Addendum). She also refused to sign their
interrogation report because they did not allow her to keep a copy.

In September 2021, the police already asked Ms. Phượng to stop communicating with
Boat People SOS and Dr. Nguyễn Đình Thắng. Ahead of the Seventh SEAFoRB planned for late
November 2021, the police wanted to intimidate her to stop her from participating.

Perpetrator List No. 1
1. Đỗ Hoàng Giang, chief, Quơn Long Commune Police
2. Captain Hiếu, deputy chief, Quơn Long Commune Police
3. Officer Danh, Security Team, Police Department of Tiền Giang Province
4. Communist Party Secretary Đoàn (for Quang Khương Village).

-Identification of the alleged perpetrator(s), name(s) if known and/or function, suspected
motive: see report body.

-Are the perpetrator(s) known to the victim? Yes, a number of them.
-Are State agents or non-State actors believed to be responsible for the alleged violation?

State agents.
-If the perpetrators are believed to be State agents, please specify (police, military, agents

of security services, unit to which they belong, rank and functions, etc.), and indicate why they
are believed to be responsible: Please see the perpetrator lists in the previous section.

(4) Steps taken by the victim, his/her family, or anyone else on his/her behalf?
- Please indicate if complaints have been filed, when, by whom, and before which State

authorities or competent bodies (i.e., police, prosecutor, court, etc.). No
- Were there any other steps taken? None.
- Steps taken by the authorities: None.
- Indicate whether or not, to your knowledge, there have been investigations by the State

authorities; if so, what kind of investigations? Please indicate progress and status of these
investigations and which other measures have been taken: None.

- In case of complaints by the victim or his family, how have those authorities or other
competent bodies dealt with them? What has been the outcome of those proceedings? The
government and its Cao Dai sect would not do anything to help.

(5) Identity of the person or institution submitting this form:
- Boat People SOS, Email: info@bpsos.org using information provided by Dương Xuân

Lương of the Junior Sacerdotal Council of the Cao Dai Church - Houston, TX.
- Individual or organization authorized to represent: BPSOS, a nonprofit organization based

in Virginia, USA.
Do you act with knowledge and on behalf of the victim(s)? Yes.
Please state whether you want your identity to be kept confidential: no
Date you are submitting this form: 14 December, 2021.

Addendum 1. Identity of the Persons Concerned:
1. Nguyễn Hồng Phượng, Female, DOB 1975
Quang Khương Hamlet, Quơn Long Commune,  

 
Addendum 2. Evidence
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Exhibit 1: Interrogation request dated 28-11-2021, signed by the commune police chief.
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Exhibit 2: 10 October 2021 complaint sent by the victim to the Ministry of Public Security
about the September unlawful actions against her.
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Exhibit 2 cont. Continuation of the complaint.
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Exhibit 3: Postal receipt showing that the Ministry did receive the complaint.

6



Exhibit 4: the Police Department of Long An Province sent this interrogation request to Parish
Executive Committee Chair Lê Văn Một, most likely to dissuade him from participating in
SEAFoRB VII.
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Exhibit 5: Nguyễn Hồng Phượng sent this request on 29 November 2011 as soon as she
received the interrogation request dated 28 November 2021. She asked the commune police
to clarify the purpose of the interrogation scheduled for 29 November 2021.
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