
Page 1 

Desecrating Graves of Cao Dai Followers 
 
For months starting April 20, 2018, the 1997 Sect demolished at least 15 graves of Cao Dai 
followers whose families refused to join the 1997 Sect, and has stored the unearthed remains 
at an unknown location. These graves were located at the periphery of Cuc Lac Thai Binh 
Cemetery, which was established by the Cao Dai Church for all Cao Dai followers wishing 
to be buried on the holy grounds of the Church. Documents obtained show that the 
desecration of these graves was approved by Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tam, Head of the 1997 Sect. 
The demolition proceeded despite the objections of the families of the deceased. 
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Progress report to Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám on demolition of graves, dated April 6, 2018 
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Progress report to Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám, dated May 13, 2018 

 

The 1997 Sect has turned access to the Cực Lạc Thái Bình Cemetery for burials into a 
weapon against Cao Dai followers who refuse to recognize the 1997 Sect as their Church and 
Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám as their Pope. 

 
Graves desecrated by order of Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám, Head of the 1997 Sect. In August 
2023, a Texas Court ruled that he in collusion with the 1997 Sect constituted a criminal 
enterprise under the U.S. Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO) Act. 
 

 
The 1997 Sect’s demolition worker at work despite the protest of a Cao Dai follower living 

near the gravesite of her ancestor and witnessing the destruction of his grave. 
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An old woman trying unsucessfully to stop the demolition of her relative’s grave 

 

 
 

A grave marked by the 1997 Sect for demolition because the deceased refused to recognize 
the 1997 Sect as the Cao Dai Church and Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám to be his “Pope” 
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