
Saigon Cao Dai Temple  
 
In 1949, Pope Pham Cong Tac, founder of the Cao Dai Religion, bought a French villa in 
District 5, Saigon to serve as a temporary office where he and Cao Dai clergy members 
worked and rested whenever they visited the national capital of South Vietnam. In 1999, Cao 
Dai followers pooled their money, equivalent to US $95,000 in 1997 dollars, or about 
$147,000 in 2018 dollars, to convert this villa into a temple. In July 2001, as the temple was 
inaugurated, the 1997 Sect dispatched one of its clergy members from Tay Ninh Province to 
Saigon to claim it as the 1997 Sect’s property. Cao Dai followers resisted the takeover.  
 
On April 21, 2005, Mr. Nguyễn Thành Tám, Head of the 1997 Sect, issued his order to 
terminate the religious position of Mr. Đỗ Trọng Nhuần, a Cao Dai Teacher Priest, in charge 
of the Saigon Cao Dai Temple, and expell all Cao Dai followers from their temple. 
 
Escorted by officials of the local Committee on Religious Affairs, members of the local 
Fatherland Front, officials of the District 5 government, and public security agents, clergy 
members of the 1997 Sect carried out the expulsion order.  
 
Affected Cao Dai followers had to hold their bi-monthly religious services on the pavement 
outside of their own temple for eight and a half years before they could afford to build a 
makeshift place of worship in 2013. 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 

 
 

  



 
  



 
  



 

 
Cao Dai followers conducting prayer services on the street after their own temple had been 
seized and occupied by the 1997 Sect (photo taken on November 16, 2005) 
 

  
Cao Dai followers and clerics forced to conduct religious activities at a makeshift place of workship 
located in a private home 

 


