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One of the sabotage tactics of hostile and reactionary forces is to take advantage of religious
issues to incite and entice believers and people to destabilize political security, social order and
security, creating an excuse for outside intervention to carry out plots against Vietnam.
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Particularly, in ethnic minority and remote areas, those forces often make use of religious and
ethnic issues to provoke hatred and drive a wedge into the great national solidarity. Regretfully,
their ruses have been supported even by some international organisations lacking goodwill
towards Viét Nam, including the US Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF),
and some websites.

In its latest report released in June 2023, USCIRF continued to repeat erroneous, one-sided,
and groundless assessments of religious freedom in Viét Nam, saying the country has violated
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freedom of religion. It has also recommended the US Government put pressure on Viét Nam
based on these claims.

It is surprising that the USCIRF report was issued right after a USCIRF delegation’s fact-finding
trip in Viét Nam in late May. Leaders of the Vietnamese Ministry of Public Security received the
visiting delegation, had a straightforward and open discussion with them, facilitated the
delegation’s plan to learn more about the religious situation in the country, facilitated their
meetings with local administrations and religious dignitaries, and provided them with detailed
and precise materials.

Given this, it could be said that USCIRF has intentionally turned a blind eye to the fact that
guaranteeing the freedom of belief and religion, promoting solidarity among religious
organisations, clergy members and followers, and encouraging them to contribute to national
construction and defence are consistent policies of the Viethamese Party and State.

As of 2022, the State recognised 43 organisations of 16 religions, with about 27 million
followers, more than 53,000 clergy members, some 135,000 functionaries, and over 29,000
places of worship. More than 8,000 festivals linked with beliefs and religions take place each
year, drawing tens of thousands of followers. During 10 years of enforcing policies and laws on
belief and religion, competent state agencies have granted hundreds of hectares of land for the
building of places of worship.

Hostile forces have also tried to attribute the armed attacks on the two communal People’s
Committees and civilians in the Central Highlands province of D&k L&k on June 11 to religious
and ethnic reasons. The RFA has continually broadcast interviews with some persons
proclaiming themselves Hmng ethnic people or Montagnards who were victims of religious
persecution and forced to flee, or cited several unnamed persons with such titles as “a
construction contractor in the Central Highlands”, who alleged that the D&k L3k incidents were
“acts of resistance by the Central Highlands Protestants whose belief was persecuted” or due to
“prolonged ethnic tensions”. They distorted the nature of the issue by saying “Kinh people
oppress Montagnards” or “Kinh people occupy the land of Montagnards”, or they seized on
economic difficulties in the region or some shortcomings in local administrations’ governance to
fabricate stories about “discrimination among religions and ethnic groups in Viét Nam”.

The Voice of America (VOA) cited Nguyén Dinh Théng, head of the so-called Boat People SOS
(BPSOS) — a reactionary organisation based in Virginia, US, that is behind the D&k L&k attacks,
as parroting that the administration forced Montagnards in the Central Highlands to abandon
their religions, and that “ethnic minority people do not yield to Kinh people”.

This is not the first time Vietnamese authorities have uncovered and thwarted plots of
reactionary organisations that use religion as a cover such as Degar Protestantism or the
Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central Highlands established by the exiled Fulro members
in the US. Those organisations colluded with reactionary elements in Viét Nam to incite
credulous people to cause protests and political disturbances.

In particular, a series of sabotage incidents taking advantage of Central Highlanders’ beliefs and
religions were directed by exiled reactionary organisations like BPSOS. Over the past years,
BPSOS has connived with other reactionary groups like Montagnard Stands for Justice and the
Evangelical Church of Christ of the Central Highlands to train people with dissent thinking so as
to form illegal religious associations and groups as the tool to build up forces for their sabotage
plots against Viét Nam.



At a high-level conference of heads of counter-terrorism agencies held by the United Nations in
New York from June 19 to 22, Maj. Gen. Pham Ngoc Viét, Director of the Ministry of Public
Security’s Homeland Security Department, said one of the external terrorism risks that may
harm Viét Nam’s national security is that exiled reactionary Viethamese organisations and
extremists based in some countries have taken advantage of ethnic and religious issues, set up
operation centers and subsidiaries, provided training for some persons in Viét Nam, and sent
their members to enter Viét Nam to direct the implementation of terrorist acts in the country.

Incidents such as the recent one in D&k Lak have shown this risk. Reactionary and hostile
organisations’ misrepresentation and abuse of religious and ethnic affairs to instigate unrest
were acts lending a hand to terrorism.

D&k Lak and the Central Highlands residents’ response to the incidents is a trenchant reply
refuting those organisations’ cunning arguments. Local people have actively assisted police in
chasing and arresting culprits or encouraged the relatives of those involved in the attacks to turn
themselves in. Many have also donated food and water to the police officers on duty. The
concrete and practical acts by D&k Lak residents have affirmed their solidarity and determination
to fight sabotage plots of hostile forces.

In recent years, provinces in the Central Highlands have recorded comprehensive results in
socio-economic development. Their economy in 2020 rose by some 14-fold from 2002, the
economic growth rate averaged 7.98 per cent from 2002 to 2020 (the highest among all
regions), while per capita income surged 10.6 times.

Besides this, the material and spiritual life of ethnic minorities has been improved substantially.
About 2.3 million followers of different religions in the Central Highlands have had their right to
freedom of belief and religion guaranteed, as well as legitimate demands and aspirations met.
Religious followers have also been facilitated to engage in the socio-economic development
process.

Over the past decades, many religions have been introduced to and developed strongly among
ethnic minorities in the Central Highlands. Religious followers have actively taken part in social
activities, the revitalisation of traditional cultural spaces, along with the preservation of
languages and scripts of local ethnic groups. Cultural values of religions have also been
accepted and upheld by part of the people in the Central Highland, helping eliminate backward
customs.

The effective implementation of policies on religious and ethnic affairs in the Central Highlands
has helped inspire and promote locals’ sense of solidarity, thereby defeating hostile forces’ plots
to sow division.

The State of Viét Nam has always respected and protected the right to freedom of belief and
religion in line with the law, and also prohibited any acts taking advantage of religious affairs to
commit violations of the law and infringe on the rights and legitimate interests of the State and
citizens.USCIRF and some Western media outlets’ erroneous and distorted assessments of the
religious freedom situation in Viét Nam are equivalent to lending a hand to reactionary
organisations which carry out sabotage and terrorism in the name of religious freedom.
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M6t trong nhirng thi doan chéng pha cta cac thé lwc thu dich, phdn déng 1a loi dung van dé ton
gido dé kich dong, 16i kéo tin dé va nguwdi dan gay mat &n dinh an ninh chinh tri, trat tw an toan
xa hoi, tao c& cho hanh ddng can thiép tlr bén ngoai, hong thwc hién &m mwu chdng pha Viét
Nam.

Quang cénh dai 16 Phat dan Phét lich 2566 tai Té dinh Tir Dam, thanh phé Hué. Anh tw
liéu: Twong VI/TTXVN
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Déc biét, tai cac vung ddng bao dan tdc thiéu sb, vung sau, vung xa, ching thwdng gan van dé
tén gido v&i van dé dan toc dé kich dong han thu, chia ré khéi dai doan két dan toc, 1ap ra cac
td chirc nup bong tén gido dé tham nhap, tap hop, 16i kéo ddng bao. Pang tiéc, chiéu tro loi
dung van dé tén gido, dan toc dé thuc hién am mwu chéng pha ctia ching lai dwoc mot sb t6
chire quéc té thiéu thién chi véi Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 Uy ban t6n gido qudc té My (USCIRF)
ho&c mot sé trang mang cb suy, tiép tay.

Trong b&o cdo mdi nhat cong bb thang 6/2023, USCIRF tiép tuc 1ap lai nhirtng danh gia sai léch,
mot chiéu va vé can clr vé van dé ty do ton gido tai Viét Nam khi cho réng Viét Nam "vi pham tw
do tén gido", cac yéu cau dang ky tb chirc ton gidao & Viét Nam "phtrc tap va ha khac”. USCIRF
cling kién nghi chinh pht My gay strc ép v&i Viét Nam vé ty do tén gido,.

Dang ngac nhién |a bao céo ctia USCIRF dwoc dwa ra sau chuyén khao sat clia phai doan
USCIRF tai Viét Nam cudi thang 5/2023, trong do lanh dao B6 Cong an Viét Nam da tiép, trao
ddi thang than, cdi mé, tao diéu kién cho doan ndm ré hon vé tinh hinh tw do tén gido & Viét
Nam, tao diéu kién cé cac budi lam viéc véi chinh quyén, cac chire séc tdn gido, dwoc cung cap
tai liéu cu thé, chinh xac, dwoc khao sat trye tiép tai cac dia phwong... Bdi vay, cé thé khang
dinh USCIRF da cb tinh phot 1o thie té rang viéc dam bao quyén tw do tin ngudng, ton gido,
van dong, doan két, tap hop cac t6 chirc tén gido, chtre sac, tin d6 sdng “t6t doi dep dao”, dong
gop tich cwc cho cdng cudc xay dwng va bao vé Té qudc, la chinh sach nhat quan xuyén suot
clia Bang va Nha nuéc ta.

Theo théng ké, dén ndm 2022, Nha nwéc da cong nhan 43 tb chirc thudc 16 tén gido khac
nhau, v&i khodng 27 triéu tin dd, trén 53 nghin chirc séc, khoang 135 nghin chirc viéc, trén 29
nghin co s& thd tw... Hang nam, co trén 8.000 I& hoi vé tin nguéng, tén gido véi hang van tin
dd tham gia va trong 10 ndm thuc hién chinh sach, phap luat vé tin ngwéng, tén gido, co quan
nha nwéc co thdm quyén da cép hang trdm hecta dat dé xay dwng co sé tho tuw.

Vu tAn codng tru s& Gy ban nhan dan xa va nguwdi dan bang sung va vi khi tw ché tai tinh D&k
L&k ngay 11/6 vira qua da tré thanh tm diém dé cac thé lwc thu dich “nhay vao” méd x&, “chup
m{” ly do tén gido, dan tdc. Dai RFA lién tuc phat phéng van nhirng dbi twong tw xwng la nguoi
dan téc H'mong, ngudi Thwong tw nhan la “nan nhan bi dan ap tén giao” phai bé chay lwu vong
ho&c dan 1&i nhirng nhan vat khong tén tudi véi nhirng chirc danh nhw “nha thau xay dung &
Tay Nguyén”...

Nhirng d6i twong nay cho rang vu viéc & Dak Lak 1a “hanh dong phan khang cla nguoi Tay
Nguyén theo dao Tin lanh bi ap birc vé dirc tin", la "mau thuan séc toc" am it 1au; xuyén tac
ban chat van dé bang chiéu bai “ngudi Kinh ap birc nguol Thwong”, “ngudi Kinh chiém dét cla
nguwoi Thwong” hay loi dung nhivng kho khan kinh t& & Tay Nguyén ciing nhw moét sé thiéu sot
trong chi dao, diéu hanh cla chinh quyén dia phwong dé dwng tao dwng cau chuyén vé "sw
phan biét dbi x(r gitra cac ton gido, dan toc & Viét Nam". Dai VOA dan 16i Nguyén Dinh Théng,
ddi twong cdm dau Uy ban ciru ngudi vwot bién (BPSOS) - mét td chirc phan dong lwu vong ¢
tru s& & bang Virginia (My) dirng sau vu tan cong & Dak Lak - réu rao rang chinh quyén budc
ngudi Thwong & Tay Nguyén "phai bé dao", “nguwdi thiéu sd khéng quy thuan ngudi Kinh”...

DPay khéng phai lan dau tién co quan chirc nang Viét Nam lat tdy va l1am that bai &am mwu cua
nhirng t& chirc phan dong ddi 16t ton gido nhw “Tin 1anh D& ga”, "Tin lanh dang Christ", "Hoi
thanh Tin lanh dang Christ Tay Nguyén”... do cac déi twong Fulro lwu vong & My 1ap ra, méc néi
v&i cac phan tr phan déng trong nwéc chuyén kich déng, 16i kéo nhivng ngwdi nhe da ca tin
gay ra cac vu biéu tinh, bao loan chinh tri. Dac biét, hang loat vu viéc lgi dung niém tin, tin
ngwdng, tén gido clia ddng bao & Tay Nguyén dé kich dong, chéng phéa cé "ban tay dao dién"



clia td chirc phan dong lwu vong nhw BPSOS. Nhiéu ndm nay, BPSOS da mdc nbi véi cac to
chirc phan déng nhv “Nguwdi Thwong ding 18n vi cong ly”, "Hoi thanh Tin lanh dang Christ Tay
Nguyén" t6 chirc huén luyén cho mét sb ddi twong co tw twédng chdng déi & trong nwéc véi am
muwu hinh thanh cac hdi, nhdm ton gido b4t hop phap, 1am cbng cu dé tap hop luc lwvong cho
nhirng mwu d6 chéng pha Viét Nam.

Tai Hoi nghi cip cao nhirtng ngwdi dieng dau luc lwong chdng khiing bd cac nwéc do Lién hop
quéc tb chirc tai New York (MY) ttr ngay 19 - 22/6, Thiéu twéng Pham Ngoc Viét, Cuc trudng
Cuc An ninh néi dia B6 Cong an Viét Nam khang dinh, mét trong nhirng nguy co’ khang b tir
bén ngoai gay hai cho an ninh quéc gia 1a viéc cac td chirc phan dong lwu vong ngudi Viét, cac
phan tt theo chl nghia cwc doan loi dung cac van dé dan toc, ton gido tri chan tai mét sé qubc
gia thiét lap co s&, chan rét, t6 chirc huan luyén cho sé dbi twong trong nwédc va clr ngudi xam
nhap Viét Nam chi dao thwc hién hanh dong khiing bb & Viét Nam. Nhirng vu viéc nhw vira xay
ra & Dak Lak cho thay rd mbi de doa nay va viéc cac té chirc phdn ddng, thu dich tung ra nhirng
luén diéu xuyén tac, lgi dung chiéu bai tén giao, dan toc dé kich ddng bao loan 1a hanh vi “tiép
tay” cho khiing bé.

Thue té cho thdy nhitng hanh dong clia ngwdi dan Dak L&k néi riéng va Tay Nguyén néi chung
sau vu viéc vira qua chinh 13 cau tra |&i danh thép vach tran va bac bd nhirng luan diéu phan
dong, xao tra noi trén. Pdng bao da tré thanh “thanh Ity viing chac” hd tro tich cuwe luc lwong
cong an trong td giac, vay bat cac déi twong, van ddng ngudi than ra dau thu de hwdng chinh
sach khoan hong Nhiéu nguo’l dan quyén gop lvong thwe, thue pham, nwéc udng, ndu hang
tram suét an mdi ngay dé gvi dén cac can bd, chién si dang cang minh ngay dém lam nhiém
vu. Nhirng viéc l1am cu thé, thiét thwc clia nguwdi dan Dak Lak da khang dinh tinh than doan két,
tinh cdm quéan dan mét Idng, quyét tdm dau tranh véi nhirtng Am muwu chéng pha clia nhirng thé
Iwe thu dich, bao vé binh yén cho budn lang.

C6 thé khéng dinh rang, trong nhi*ng nam gan day, tinh hinh phat trién kinh té - xa hoi & cac
tinh Tay Nguyén da dat nhiéu két qua kha toan dién, véi quy md nén kinh t& ndm 2020 gép
khodng 14 1an ndm 2002. Téc d6 ting trwdng kinh té trung binh giai doan 2002 - 2020 dat
7,98%, cao nhat trong cac vung, trong khi thu nhap binh quan dau nguoi gép 10,6 lan. Doi
sbng vat chat, tinh than clia dong bao cac dan toc thiéu sé duoc cai thién r6 rét; khoang 2,3
triéu tin d6 theo cac tén 'giao khac nhau & Tay Nguyén dwoc ddm béo quyén tw do tin nguéng,
tén giao; dwoc giai quyet cac nhu cau, nguyén vong chinh dang, hop phap; cac ton giao duoc
khuyen khich va tao diéu kién tham gia qua trinh phat trién kinh té - xa hoi.

Nhirng thap nién gan day, ton gido du nhap va phat trién manh trong cac cong déng dan toc
thiéu sb & Tay Nguyén. Cac gia tri van héa, dao dirc, nhan van ton giao c6 nhirng tac dong tich
cwe, lam phong phu doi séng van héa & Tay Nguyén. Cac tén gido tham gia tich cuc vao cac
hoat ddng xa hoi, khéi phuc khdng gian van hoa truyén théng, béo tdn ngdn ngir, chi¥ viét clia
ddng bao Tay Nguyén. Nhirng gia tri van hoa tén gido dwoc mét bd phan dong bao & Tay
Nguyén tiép nhan va thwc hanh trong cudc sdng, tir d6 gép phan day Iti nhivng ha tuc, tap quan
lac hau. Cung v&i qua trinh mé rong anh hwéng, cac td chirc tén gido ciing tirng bwdc hoi
nhap, tiép nhan tré lai nhirng gia tri, ban sac van hoa dan tdc. Xu thé hoi nhap van héa dan toc
da mang lai cho tén gido & Tay Nguyén moét dién mao riéng, gép phan béo ton, gin gilr gia tri
van héa Tay Nguyén, lam phong phu van hoa - nghé thuat Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, bén canh
nhirng mat tich cwc, doi song ton giao & Tay Nguyén ciing cd nhirng tac dong bi cac thé luc thu
dich lgi dung gay bién ddng phtrc tap vé chinh tri, xa hdi. Vi thé, viéc thwc hién hiéu qua chinh
sach tén gido, dan toc & Tay Nguyén gop phan khoi day va nang cao y thirc doan két ctia ddng
bao, tlr d6 lam that bai &m muwu chia ré, kich ddng cla cac thé lwc thu dich.



Nha nwéc Viét Nam ludn ton trong va bao vé quyén ty do tin ngwéng, ton gido theo phap luat,
ddng thei nghiém cdm hoat ddng loi dung tén gido dé vi pham phap luat, xam pham quyén va
lgi ich hop phap cua Nha nwéc va cong dan. Nhung luan diéu vu khéng, bép méo vé tinh hinh
ty do ton giao & Viét Nam cang lam 16 r6 ban chat xao tra, &am muwu tham ddc cla cac té chirc
phan déng, thu dich nhw BPSOS, Viét Tan..., loi dung tén gido dé kich déng, chia ré, pha hoai
khdi dai doan két dan tdc. DAy la nhirng thi doan can phai vach tran, I&n an va ngan chan kip
thoi. Viec USCIRF va moét s6 hang truyén théng phwong Tay dwa ra danh gia sai léch, xuyén
tac vé tinh hinh tw do tén gido cua Viét Nam chéng khac nao hanh déng “ha hoi”, "tiép strc" cho
nhirng dg”)i twong phan déng nup dwdi vé boc "tw do ton gido” dé thwe hién hanh vi chdng pha,
khidng bo.
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