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Mutual Assistance Associations Conoor(‘.ium, Inc.

6131 Willston Drive, Roos 6, Falls Churoh, Virzipia 22044
_Teleghone: (703) 532-3716 Fax: (703) 632-3526

Decemher 29, 1995

Dr. Nguyen Dinh Thang
Boat People SOS

2800 Juniper, Room 3
Fairfax, VA 22116

Dear Dr. Thang:

We believe that it is in your interest, as well as the interest of everyone in the community to be
apprised of the fact that Mr, Le Xuan Khoa, president of the Southeast Asia Resource Center
(SEARAC) has recently declared his intention to turn the sizable Vietnamese community in the U.S.
into an asset of communist Vietnam -- both as a source of brainpower and financial support -- and
2 base from which to build a powerful lobby at the service of the Hanoi government. From all
indications, hc is attempting to use American taxpayers' money, most likely in the form of 2 multi-
million-dollar “community development" grant from the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR)
channelled through his "fiduciary,” the "National” Alliance of Vietnamese American Service Agencies
(NAVASA), to achieve his overtly statcd goal.

Please take a moment to read through the enclosed attachments. They are the original Vietnamese
text, and its English translation, of an article-- "a Special Interview with Le Xuan Khoa" published
in Vietnam' s Peaple's Army Daily, issue number 267, dated August 12, 1995. The content of the
ailicle and vur accompanying background notes are self explanatory.

We hope that the information will help you take the appropriate decision to safeguard the integrity
of your organizations, and to protect the community against any subversive attempt for the benefit
of a foreign power. For, clearly. the future of our community is at stake,

Sincerely.

Vi 8. Gt

Kim Q. Cook
Executive Director

Encl. : Attachments I &[[, and photocopy of original clipping.
cc. : All MAAs
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P.S. -- A congressional investigation is being conducted into the matcr.
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ATTACHMENT |
(Translation of an article from The Paaple's Army Daily, the official newspaper of
the People’s Army of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; introductory notes are by
the Mutual Assistance Associations Consortium, inc.)
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AS president of the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC), a non-

profit advocacy group based in Washington, D.C., Le Xuan Khoa for the past few years

has become actively involved in a program of re-integration assistance to Vietnamese

refugees repatriated to now still communist Vietnam from Hong Kong and other refugee

centers in Southeast Asia. In the 1980°s, as president of the same group bus under its

former name, "Indochina Resource Action Center” or "IRAC”, Khoa had been an

advocate of the interests of Vietnamese refugees in the United States. The shift made by

Khoa and his organization, as radical as it was, is far from over, His next plan,

according to his own elaborate and unambiguous statements as reported in an

interview with The People's Army Daily, a communist newspaper, is to turn the sizable . 1
Vietmamese community in the U, S. into a strong asset for Henoi and a secure base to '
lobby for the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. "It is high time for us to
build a strong Vietnamese community in the U.S. to bester serve the interests of
fatherland (i.c. Vietnam)," Khoa repeatedly emphasized 1o the communist reporter. And
there are clear indications that he intends to carry out that plan with American
taxpayers' money. Khoa did not disclose his prospective funding sources. But it is

known that SEARAC, through a fiduciary or affiliate organization, is seriously hoping 1o
secure substantial "community development” funding from ORR--the Department of
Health and Human Services' Office of Refugee Resettlement, with which it has

established very close connections as a refugee advocacy group since the early 1980's.
Khoa evidently believed he could get away with it. At a December 1995 national
cunference which SEARAC received a contract to organize for ORR, high visibility was
created by SEARAC for NAVASA (The National Alliance of Vietnamese American

Service Agencies), an vrganization formed also by Khoa with the lofty mission of
“empoweriny the Vieinamese American community.” To impress ORR and unwary
conference atrendeey, SEARAC und NAVASA urganized lobbying activities that appeared
10 be for the benefis of refugees in the course of this federally funded conference. Despite
NAVASA's continuing cluim of beiny a "national neiwork,” most of the service agencies ,
including the largest and most prestigioay ugenciey, have stuyed owt afier yensing Khod's
dublous maneuverings. Nevertheless, this front orgunization has received $150,000 this
year from ORR o establish itself as a reyult of Khoa's efforts. Khoa, a secretive, clever
man who has gained the trust of federal agencies, will surely claim shat he had been
misquoted in the communist newspaper once his celebratory interview is brought o light.
Dut the Vietnamese American community cannot afford not to view his reported

statements with the gravest concerns, because these statements seem to fit o an i
extraordinary degree with the radical shift in the direction of his organization’s :
advocacy, and with his latest lobbying activities and maneuverings involving NAVASA.

[ 57 S
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Following is the English translation of Khoa's inserview, under the headline "The Man
Who Wanis 1o Serve as the Bridge 1o Home" ( "Ngu'di Mudn Lam Nhjp Ciu N6i v

Qué Huring"), published in issue number 267, dated August 12, 1995, of The People ‘s
- Army 1qily, the newspaper of the central political commission of the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam Army.

THE MAN WHO WANTS TO SERVE AS A BRIDGE TO HOME

A Special Interview with
Professor I.e Xuan Khoa, President of SEARAC

The People 's Armyp Daily, issue no. 267, August 12, 1995
Story and Picture by DUC NGUYEN

"Our goal is not limited to this humanitarian program, " dcclared professor Le Xuan

Khoa, president of SEARAC, during a trip to Minh Thai, a rural province. "We are also
aiming toward the implementation of a program for durable and stable development in
Vietnam," he said.
SEARAC is the acronym for "Southcast Asia Resource Action Cenéer, ' a nonprofit
NGO [#on governmental organization] first established in the U.S. in 1979 for the purpose of
looking after the interests of the Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodisn {refugees) in the U. S.
and in refugee camps in Hong Kong and elsewliere in Southeast Asia. The Center was
founded by a number of Jewish Americans and after one year of operation was turned over
to professor Le Xuan Khoa. Since 1994, Khoa and his consultants at SEARAC have made
several trips to Vietnaw (¢ help develop humanitarian programs for the benefit of the
returnees and the local communities in four areas: providing scholarships for high schoul
students under 16 yeurs of age, issuing medical insurance cards, instituting a loan program,
and training in the techniques of shrimp farming, During the past two years, SEARAC has
channelled some $430,000 into various programs established in the provinces of Kien Giang,
Minh Hai, Tra Vinh, Soc Trang, Can Tho, and An Giang. In addition, Khoa also raised a
total of $75,000 which was used (o build a school in Minh Hai province. He disclosed that in
order to secure fundiug from the U.S. govermment (which is vne of SEARAC's three funding
" sources), SEARAC has to bid against other program proposals submitted for consideration of
the government. After the inspection trip to Soc Trang, Can Tho, and Minh Hai provinces in
July, he said, a report would have to be forwarded to the State Department before a new grant
was approved for the next year's activitics,

“It is now high time for us to build a strong Victnamesc community in the U.S. in order
to serve the interests of the fatherland,” Khoa repeatedly emphasized to me in the course of
our conversation. He confided that there is a large Vietnamese community in America but
that community remained in a "disintegrated" condition in the past years. Meanwhile, he said,
the Japanese and the Chinese have managed to build powerful lobbies to influence American
politics for the benefit of their home countries. Vietnamese patriots [or literally: the Viet
Kieu's.. overseas Vietnamese-- who are loyal to their home country, Vietnam] are putting a
lot of hope in the younger generation, he said. The advantage of these youths, he explained,

n.as1e
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is that they can speak English with a perfect accent, like native-born Americans, and that they
understand the American system like Americans do. The drawback is that they can't speak
Vietnamese fluently and they barely know anything about Vietnam, We need to be aware of
these important aspects concerning the Vietnamese youth in America, he advised us.

"Do you have many Vietnamese supporters in the U.S." I asked.

“Thave been criticized, even threatened, by quite a few,” Khoa said, "However, as they
understand our goals, more and more are coming to us to provide support and cooperation in
our programs aimed at building a new Vietnam."” According to Khoa, SEARAC is now the
umbrella organization for approximately 125 ethnic MAA's [Mutual Assistance Associations,
or community-hased service agencies| throughout the U.S. [sic).

Professor Le Xuan Khoa used to be a civil servant of the old government [ie., the
government of the former Republic of South Vietnam). He was the recipient of two awards from
an Asian Pacific American organization in recognition of his contributions to the struggle for
the interests of Asians living in America. His speech entitled "The Vietnamese Overseas
Communities and Vietnam Today," delivered at Columbia University in March 1998, has
generated intense debate among overseas Vietnamese. He was subsequently invited by
* specialists in Canada to come and help establish an Institute for the Durable and Stable

Development of Vietnam, '

"What then is the goal of such a program for durable and stable development in
Vietnam, professor?'! I asked.

Said Khoa: "The American decision to normalize relations with Victnam and the
participation of Vietnam in the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) are two
extremely important events that served to bridge the aspirations of the overseas Vietnamese
who wish to have the opportunity to contribute to the task of reconstruction of the fatherland
and the needs of the home country. Many " Viet Kieu's" foverseas Vietnamese] have the strong
desire to contribute to the national reconstruction. They also have the technical know how and
the financial means. We at SEARAC have & newsletter called “The Bridge". We want to
build up a strong Victnamcsc community that is capable of navigating the American system
so as to forecfully lobby for the sake of the fatherland whenever the situation demands. At the
samc time, we want to serve as a bridge to reunite the overscas Yietnamese with the home
country based on the common denominator which is the good of the country and people fof
Vietnam]. _

Professor Le Xuan Khoa belicved that by next year SEARAC would be able to move
on to the phase of working for "the durable and stable development", and that the Vietnamese
overseas community would become a stroug community in five years, What needs tu be done
now, he said, is that the Vietnumese government should promulgate clear rules and guidelines
to fucilitate the activities of the NGO' s in Vietnam.,

Story and Picture by:
DUC NGUYEN (reporter for the People’' s A Dail

r.4.12
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(Original text in Vietnamese of an article from Vietnarm's Pagple's Army Daily.
with introductory notes by the Mutual Assistance Associations Consortium)

HRARANATRTE

XAY DLING GONG DONG DE LAM LOBBY CHO HA NQI 7

7w mdy ndm nay, voi tt cdch 13 Chi Tich frung T4m_ Tic Vg Ding Nam A
(Southeast Asia Resource Action Center, SEARAL), mot td chifc vin dong bit-vy-lgi, Ong L&
Xuan Khoa di tich cyc hgst dfng trong chuang trinh gitip cde thuyén nhdn o Huong Cang
va cdc trai ty ngn Dong Narm A hdi huong hoi nhip trd Igi dutdi chinh the Cong FHos Xa Hi
Chit Nghfa Vigt Nam, Trong thdp ky 80, cing v tu céch 13 ché tich cia o cfuic tren dud
tén o 13 Trong Tim Tdc Vy Dong Duung (Indochina Resource Action Centar, IHAC), Ong
Khoa, khi chua théat xic, con 12 nguor «o dfng ag giip dinh e cho nhiing nguni ty nan
Vige Namm v Déng Nam A @ Hoa KY. Viéc d nguve ndy, mic ddu dd qud qudt, nhung chua
phii 14 hét. Theo sy xdc nhin hét sufc 10 rang va cdn ké cia chinh duemg sv) Ong Khoa

(2

[ 8 ’ RiIA0

hong phuc vy !Fﬂ.ﬂﬂ Iefi cla nude Vigt Nam Lfing Hoa X3 7 4
§ s - Am miutu uax bing "-Ea l'l'lil

' v Trong mdt cufc phing vin mdi diy voi mor phong
vién ctia t "Qudn Doi Nh&n Dén," co quan chinh thile ctia Quin Dgi Nhdn Din Viét Nam,
Ong Khoa, mit cong din Hoa Ky nhip tich, cho biét &ng ta c6 ¥ dink huy ddng réc chuyén
vién gbc Vigt o Hoa Ky o v& “gop phdu xdy dung qué hudng.” Ong ciing tiét I6 mor k&
hoach xdy dung mit cing ddng ngual Vigt wanh v8 nhidu mdt o Hoa Ky dé c6 thé phyc vy
quyén Igi cia Cfng Sén Vigt Nam mér cdch hiu higu hon v dc bit iz d8 ding m cd
didm dé 8 chide vin dong "lobby’, chinh gidi My lam igi dio chinh phi Ha Ngi. Ong Khaa
(yén b6 "Dé dén lic chiing ta phdi xiy dung mpt cong ddng manh v& nhidu mit d Hoa Ky
dé lam Iyi cho a4t nude. * Lof tuyén b6 piy duge 6ng ta nhdn manh ulidu fdn vdi phéng
vien cuu (0 "Quin Déi Nhén Din" trong cugc phdng viin dugc thye hign nhdn inédt dip dng
thudng di thusu quan & Viée Nam. Ong Khoa khéng ti8t 16 dang nhdm vio ngudu i g ndo
dé thyc hién k€ hgacly vi dgi cda dng. Nhung ngudi ta biét ring SEARAC, nic orung téw tdc
vu Png Nam A, dang ddt £t nhidu hy vong qua nhidu quen thujc s¢ danh duge mo1 khdan
tin Idn trong ngdn séch “phét ién cbng ddng” cia Vin Phong Djnh Cu Ty Nan (Office of
Refugee Keseftlement, ORR) thugc 85 Y 76 vA Xi Hi ciia chinh phi toa Ky. Tdm Iyl
e ti3n danh cho cong 4O 16 ol hiéw hai (Ang S . chune 1
! 9 [ !i o - v ! 2 i\i' !! Ei! : :h i '! Eﬁﬂ ! ﬁ mg‘ pbllf: lzl GIU!IEH ld ‘.I"I“
mft nude ngodi. Hign nhién i& Oug Khoa tin rdng o thé lim dugc vige ndy mgt cich adt
lpt, ciing nhit c6 the dé dang qua wit dugc mpt 6 nhidng Hai Turig Try dd vo tinh tham
ga vdo cfi gpi 14 "Lién Minh Toun Quéc cdc T8 Chue Dich Vy cua naudi My gdc Vigr
(National Alliance of Vietnamese Americau Service Agencies, NAVASA), " mgt 18 chifc dugc
1dp rs nguyén thiy Vol § hudng nhim muc dich chinh thiic I3 48 *xiy dung mdt rfing dong
gufOi Vit vitag manh J Hon Ky qus su két hgp (dt cd nhitng dih v rong 104 qulic, theo

@
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{ci 6ng huénh hoang tuyén b6, mic diu I syt thye phdn Idn nhitag t6 chdc nay, touy 50
&8m cff nhitng 18 chuc ldn nhit vd uy tin nhit, d3 quyst dinh khéng tham gia vi hy J3 thdy
dufge: nhitng mutu d& vin dung khi nghi cds dudng syt Hi¢n nay Ong Khoa d§ danh duge
miit ngin khoan sd khdi d€ tgo thé ding cho NAVASA, mot 6 chic hin nliéu dang bj ong
ta leo ld] bién thinh mét tdm bink phong dé che diy k& hopach hoat dfny thye sy cda ong d
Hoa Ky nhu nhing Ié# tupén b8 cia dng mdi diy d rinh ranh xéc nhdn, Pdy mdl chi 12 giai
dosn 0 khdi d6 ién tdi gldnh myc tidu I3 ngin khdan (3 (ro 1én dén hang iy my kim cia
Vin Phong Dinh Cu Ty Nan dé dang vio vigc thyc higu &m rawu ling doan cong dong lam
céng cy cho chinh phd 113 N6i. Vén I3 wdt cun nguor kin ddo b mdt it khi ndi nhidu--c6 16
chi tri? khi J trong khunyg cink yén Unh thudc ving chau thd Sng Ciu Long cich xa hang
vt dim-- Ong Ktioa chic chdn s& to miéng chof céi ring niuing Ioh ndi cita fing di hicng
irinh sai Iac trong td bdo Cong Sdn sau ki bai phdng van éng ta trong to béo ndy dulge 16

i
. .
g0 o diy, kndng thd khéng d

D / nann (no ? Xod g

&ln diy. Sau ddy 3 nguyén vin tdan bii phing vén " gido sw” Lé Xuin Khoa, kém dicu
phong dnh, dudi nhan 48 "Ngudi Muén Lam Nhip Clu N&i V& Qué Iluong* ding uouy (¢
bdo "Quin Dgi Nhén Din," cd quan chinh thdc cia Trung Qudn Uy Hoi, Quin DYi Nhan
Dién, nudc Cong I1da X& HHi Chd Nghia Viét Nun, sd 267, phdt hinh n@iy 12 thdng 8 nim
1595,

NGUOI MUON LAM NIIIP CAU NOI VE QUE HUGNG

Phdng vén dic biét Gido Sur Lé Xudn Khoa
Chi Tich Trung Tém Téc Vu Péng Nam A (SEARAC)
Bdv "Quédn DYi Nhin Dén,” s6 267, ngay 12 thdng 8, 1995

"Muyc tiéu clia ching t6i khong chi dung lai ¢ chudng trinh nhin duo
ma sé ti€n tdi thye hién mat chutdng trinh ph4t trién ben vitng d Viét Nam."

Gido su L& Xuln Khoa, quéc tich Hoa K¥, gidém déc SEARAC, da néi véi
161 nhu thé vao mot ngdy ciing xufng mién qué Minh Th4i.

SEARAC 13 tén viét tt cda Trung Tam Téc Vu Déng Nam A, mét t8
chde thién nguyén ngoadi chinh pha dude thanh 18p ndm 1979 ¢ My nhiim
bao vé quyen Igi clia ngudi Viét, Campuchia, Lo va My va ciing nhu & c4c tai
ty nan Hdng Cdng vi cdc quéc gia Déng Nam A. Trung tdm nay do mét 5§
nguot My géc Do Th4i thanh 14p, sau mot nim ho giao lai cho gido su L&
Xuén Khoa phu trich. Gido su vA cdc tu vAn ctia SEARAC tf ndm 1994 da

op
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ATTACHMENT II, trang 3

nhitu Tan v& Viet Nam trién khai céc chudng trinh nhan dao giip ngudi hdi
hudng va cdng dBng trén 4 Iinh vyc: cdp hoc béng cho hgo sinh dudi 16 tuéi,
cdp thé bdo hiém y t€, cho vay vén va hudn luyén nudi m. Kién Giang,
Minh Héi, Tra Vinh, Séc Trang, Cin Thd, An Giang 13 nhiing tinh di vA dang
c6 chudng rinh ndy vdi tdng s§ vén SEARAC dua vk qua hai nim 12 khoang
430.000 USD. Ngoai ra, gido su cdn huy dfng ngudn titn clia ban b dudc
75.000 USD gitip Minh Hai x8y dyng mét trudng hoc. Ong cho bi€t, mudn
1§y dudc tien ciia chinh phii My (mdt trong ba ngudn tidn hoagt ddng cua
SEARAC), SEARAC phdi ¢6 dy 4n hoat déng c6 di sitc canh tranh vdi céc dy
an ¥h&c ma chinh phi My clng ldc xem xét. Sau chuyén di khdo sit higu
qué cla chudng trinh d Séc Trang, Chn Thd, Minh Hai vdo cuéi thdng 7, dng
va e w vAn sé c6 béo cdo mdi trinh B Ngoai Giao hdng tim ngudn tién clia
chinh phti M§ vdo ndm sau.

"4 dén lac ching ta phai xiy dung mdt céng ddng ngudi Viét manh
v® nhibu mit & Hoa Ky dé lam 1¢1 cho a4t nudc.”

Gido su L& Xuén Khoa nhin manh rdt nhigu Bn vdi t8i nhu thé wong
cudc néi chuyén. Ong cho ring, ¢ M§ c6 mét cong ddng ngudi Viét dong,
nhung trong sudt bao nim qua trong tinh trang "tan nat.” Ngudi Nhat, nguoi
Hoa da 130 dudc Jobby tiong chinh tridng nude My rdt ¢6 1di cho T8 qudc
ho. Nhiing Viét Kigu c6 tim huydt vdi d4t nudc dang trong chd vao 1dp té.
Chiing c6 th€ manh 12 hiéu nudc M§ nhu ngudi M, néi tiéng M nhu! nguai
My. Nhung dé lai 12 nhiing difa tré khong biét tiéng VigL va biét rdt it vé Vigt
Nam. Vay phai ¥ thic duddc cho ching v8 nhiing vin d& quan trong dy .

"3 My ¢6 nhidu ngudi Viet iing ho gido su 2" Téi hoi.

"Khong it ké la 6, de doa t8i. Ho bao tdi Ia vé ling ho cdng san.
Nhung cang ngay 6 nhidu ngudi hiéu o va ing h, cdng téc vdi téi trong
nhitng chudng trinh mang muc tiéu gép phlin xiy dyng mot nudc Viét Nam
mdi. SEARAC hién nay c6 125 hoi vién () 14 c4c t8 chie."

Gido su L& Xudn Khoa ting 12 cdng chitc ciia chinh phu ci. Ong dudc
8 chic ngudi My géc chau A-Thai Binh Dudng ting hai gidi thudng vé
nhitng déng gép cua 8ng dfu tranh cho quydn 1¢i ngudi chau A sinh séng ta i
My. Théng 3, 1995, 8ng c6 bai thuyét trinh tai trudng dai hoc C8-16m-hi-a vé
"Cc cong ddng ngudi Vigt hil ngoal va nudc Vigt Nam ngdy nay" va di gly
tranh ludn sdi néi trong cfng ddng nguoi Viét d hai ngoai. Sau d6, cic

~,
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chuyén gia J Ca-na-da di mdi éng sang va thinh 14p Vién phdt trién bin
vizng d Viét Nam.

"Vay muyc tiéu clia chudng trinh phét trién bdn vitng 12 g, thua gido
su?"

"Viéc binh thudng héa quan hé va Vigt nam gia nhip ASEAN, dé 12 hai
didu kién vé cling quan trong 6 gidp néi gidta nguyén vonyg clia nhing ngudi
Viét hai ngoai muén dudc gép phin xdy dung qué hudng vdi nhu ciu clia
trong nude. Cht x4m Ky (hugt, vt cht, v& mdt tdm long tdm huyét dé 1a
nhitng th? ma rdt nhidu Viét kidu dang c6. SEARAC c6 td bdo djt ién 1a
"Nhip C3u." Chtng (0i mudn xiy dyng céng ddng nguol Vi¢t mgnh cé khi
néing di vao hé théng clia nude MY, c6 thé lobhy manh dé gitip A4t nudc
trong nhitng dnh huéng cin thiét, ddng thai 1am cAu néi théng nhit giita
ngudi Viét hai ngoai vd qué hudng trén céi méu sé chung 12 1¢i ich dan tyc.”

Gido su L& Xudn Khoa cho ring ndm tdi SEARAC c6 thé chuyén sang
chudng trinh phét trién bén vitng va 5 nim nlta cfng 4dng nguoi Viét ¢ hai
ngoai & 1 mdt cong ddng manh. Diku 6ng d& nghi bay gid 12 Chinh phi nén
¢é quy ché 16 rang cho cdc 18 chifc ngodi chinh phit & nudc ngodi vé hoat
dong ding ludt, thudn lIgi. '

Bai va dnh:

PUC NGUYEN (Phéng Vién bdo "Qudn Di Nhin Dén")

M.0s1
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From: Vu, Maria

To: Janie My-Linh Dam '

Suhject: Invitation to co-organize a conference
Date: 1995 12-22 11:12

Priority: 1

Magsage 1D: 8CDE4B44

Conversation 10: g8cD64B44

P. 1010
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Hi Janle,

You are invited to the organizational meetin for'the Nationsal Conveptign of

Southeast Asian Americans held by SEARAC in aune 96. Below is Lhe invite.
Please call me at (202)408-9482 to let me know if you can come the meeting.
Thanks.

- o W= —

From: NGUYENT

To: NLE; THANHTHUY; NGUYENQC: Vu, Maria; PHO
Sub ject: Invitation to co-or anize a conference
Data: Tuesday, Decembor 18, 1985 12:13PM
Priority: Low

You are invited to a meeting:

Date: Thursday, January 4, 1336
Time: 7:00pm - S:WVpm
Place: Indochina Community Center (ICC)

Conference Room
1628 16th Streat, NW, Third floor
Washington, DC 20009

Purpuse: Forming an organizing committee for A VNese
Americans conference

Hi everyone:
Happy Holidays! :)

I take the liberty to send you this note to invite you %o a meeting in
which we will discuss organizing a conference for the Vietnamese
Anericans on the isesuas of Community Empowerment, with the scope coveiw
{msueec in both the US and Vietnam. The Conference is initisted by
SFARAC (Southeast Asia Resuurce Action Center! which is organizing a
convention called National Convention of Southasast Asian Americans,
tentatively scheduled an 6/27 - 6/23/36. Participants of this
Convention consist of Lhree main groups: Laotisn Americans, Cambodian
Amei-icans, and Vietnameee Americans. As SEARAC is responsible four the
Convention as a whole, our coming meeting will form an organizing
commit@e to run the Vielnamese American scction of the Convention. I
hope you will join us to make this convention a successful one.

A brief note about the convention mentioned sbove: lhae convention will
last threo days; in the first two days, tentatively, Domestic lssues
(in the US, 1ike Cultural Identity, Cconomic Development, Political
Participation, Social Issues) and International Issues (in VN, Laos,
and Combodia like Economir and Political Reforms, Reconstruction) will
be riscussed. On the third dey, each of the three groups (the
Vietnumese Americans in our csse) will meet separately to discuss
issucs directly related to our group, and come up with the strategics
and recomendations for our next actions.

By the way, all these are tentatively forr now because we can make any
modification as needed at our coming meeting. So far, SEARAC has
kindli propared a tentative detailed schadu?e for the vunvention which
I will bring to the meeting also.
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To: Janye My-Linh Dam From: VYu, Morie 12-22-95 1l:i¢lam p. 3of B !

That's it. I'm sorry if this message is too long. I look forward to
our meeting on the 4th, I'd appreciate it if you would let me know
that you can come (e-mail to nguyent@cder.fds.gov or call
301-776-14408).

Yours,

Tien



