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STATEMENT OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIA RESOURCE ACTIO R
P | UN H.R. 1364 j '
B In visw of curreat. congressiona, effts 1 refine U.S. refugus puticy lrvegh (s

©) woald like to submit sotre practical suggestions with regard to |reséttlemant of

ochi mmmmwmm.ummmmzm ) (4) and 2104
b) of H.R. 1364, Thmcmmmmmbmimduuth‘euianbfwg ecixtion for
the inteat of the RBill to support the refigees, and as 2 enmtribotion to & just aiWl htenune
sphition to this long-lasting refuges peoblem,
b o i ' C
i 1. Resctiement Since the refuges status determination process bt bees
completed, any sttemit to "re-screen® some 45,000 Viemamese asylom-seekdrk in Hong
ngmSouﬂwAsiawincuuMy!mmwimﬂﬂmjuﬂanbthcomqsoﬂm

propeiations and authoration ptocesy, the Southeast Asla Resourcs Action] Ceater
(&AB-A

asytum and strong protest from other démor conntries suppocting the CPA, Such a change in

u.s.mﬁxgqepoﬁcymyuwmxgwaMc situation wt firse asylum camps which would

; dohmwuxemmppopulwm,espemuymmmmugm, '
chance to-be'reseted under the Track I systew (a3 deseyded belaw), whiuiw‘

ﬁomdu'od by all parties involved, © -

| TheTrack JI propoes! would give persons returning, from Hong Kong Lnd Southeast

i:;aﬂmmps. xcess to INS intervidws in Vietnam and expedited processing {ihder the :
Irderly Departere Program (ODP). A’ major henefit of thie proposal would b that certain

ot mcfcampmidmwhofeelv%aythmtmdbythemofm ) [Vietnam could

1 8 high degree of likelihood that they would be sccepted by the INS, Thide categories,

hufaﬁa're-edmﬁmcamp;iﬂm. would also include those person, most likely to

st retrdiing to Vietmam in the sbsenis of such an offer, .

ol

ffered past persecution, Those with less clear qualification for refugee
gtven the opportmity to roquest. an Loverview but should be cleadly warned
States:regands the CP'A stetus ndjudicativn procets s gencrally valid and ; i
rejéction by INS would be high, To discoarages undue deley, 3 deadting oo dbesstforn -
Castp resident t rubmit his/her vequestifor an INS intrvignr, '

'
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" The'Track I isyue has been i Several timey betwean ¢ Ive
Ihw&qi '8 CPA Task Force and officials of the Departinent of State's wof
Fopulation, Refugees and Migration (DOS/PRM). A propasal on Track IT wak subsequently
presented by DIOS/PRM to Vietraviese! government reweseniatives during the Mirch 1995 = -
theeting of the CPA Stecring Committee (n Geneva. We understand that the| Vietnamess haye
indicaled Wies wittingress 1o discush the modslises for Track 1l {mmamqqn. . '
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- ~Ouce the Track 11 system bas been put in place, non-governmental organizatio
-~ should be involved so that the repatriation process can be carried out as smoo

1+ At this final stage of the Indochinese refugee program, there must be § concerted
~ effort to ¢lose down this sad chapter of history in a practical but humane ter. The

The language of the Bill should require that the Track 1 system be fom'llly

' estibhished before the repatriation of Vietnamese asylum-seckers, with the exception of those

who have firmly made up their mind to participate in the voluntary repatriationt program.

2. Repatristion, Since the Jogistics of the repatriation plan sanounced by the
Steering Commitiee in March are not workable, the return of the boat people Wil atmost

surely drag on troughout most of 1996, Without a realistic and clearly-defindd paticy (in

thif case, Track ID), forcible repatriation and, as a result, tragic incideats will be inevitable.
(NGOs)

ty as possidle.
Iniamy case, repatriation should be voluntary or orderly (for non-objectors) in 1.bc genuine
!

segse of the term. | i
o

3,  Monitoring and Reintegration Assistance. The role of Amenican NGOs is
tisl not only in the peaceful repatridtion of asylum-seekers, but also in the monitoring of
their safety in Viewam, These unfortunate people, who have virtoally cothing left for them
upon return, need to be assisted in their effort to rebuild their lives. Educatiop for children,
ethployment for adults, and health care for all, are crucial needs to be met. Relntegration

~ askistance programs, jmplemented by private voluntary organizations, are very important

becauise the returnees can be assisted directly and their safety can be closely manitored. This
dé facto monitoring system is most effective as suppleniental to the formal mechanism being
ivgplcmented-by the United Nations High Comnﬁss,ionef for Refugees (UNH ' ).

. ) l
| - 4. Camp Conditions. Pending repatriation of the asylum-sockers) every effort o
cqerce camp residénts into voltary repatriation must be stopped. In other wWords, living

 cduditions in first asylum camps should ot be made more miserable, and afl bducational,

hﬁalth, and social services should be restored and/or maintained at the same level as before.
|5 Resettlement of Laotian Refugees, The U.S. Department of State should

work with the Royal Thai Government to achieve agreemeat that all Lao/Hmgng 6ow in

Thailand who are qualified as refugees and eligible for resetlement in the United States

~ should be permitted to depant for such resettlement. In addition, the U.S, shuld be involved

if] the existing monitoring and re-integration assistance program, which is currently limited to
‘;onupiw city and its environs, Especially in the case of the Hmong and otler Hightanders
who would generally return to distant provinces, an extra effort of site preparation is
réquired. v

crucial rok of the NGOs should oot be overlooked. The U.S, and other govetnments, and
the UNHCR, should work in partnership with the NGO community (o achieve a peaceful

. répatriaﬁon‘.pmgram. to resettle egregious screened-out cases through'the Track Il process,
- x'hd (o' protéct aod assist the refurnees 1o reintegrate successfully into their own societics.
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